LEOACx to his COUNTRY, 
Being what he has collected in 
Forty-Nine Years Practice: 
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An Account of che ſcveral Diſcaſes __— 8 | 
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LEGACY to his Cobra. 


. H AV E ſpent * greateſt Part of : 


of becoming an Author; and if it 
g ſhould be aſked, What makes m 
— now appear in Print: Lanſwer, 
That I have ac N in Phyſick, by my long 
Study and Practice, what I conceive may b 
for the common Benefit of Mankind; and, 
therefore I publiſh my Obſervations. | 
If this ſhould not be allowed follicientss Fj 
Rea ſon by ſome who have expreſſed no good 
Will towards me, it will give me but little 
Concern : I leave what I write to the wig - 
prejudiced Reader. 2 
= y Deſign is to ch on fach: Parts 4 
Phyfc, as I conceive moſt neceſſary ro bg 
N A 2 under⸗ 3 


my Life without the leaſt Thought "AE: | 
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Practice and Experienc 


e e 
underſtood by every Practitioner, and which 
ſeem to me hitherto to have been neither ex- 
plained, nor accounted for in a proper Man- 
ner, notwithſtanding the voluminous Works 
in which they have been treated of. - — 

Authors for the moſt Part follow one ano- 


ther, and deviate but a little from the common 


Track. This Method I ſhall in no wiſe 
purſue ; my Deſign being to ſet down only 
Juch Things as have N to me from the 

| of forty-nine Years. 
It is eſſentially neceſſary in the Cure of 


3 Diſeaſes, to be thoroughly acquainted with the 


Nature of them : Without this Knowledge, 


=" no Good is to be done. On the contrary, 

much Harm may probably enſue from the 

= Phyſicians miſtaking the Patient's Caſe ; 

which in ſome Perſons is eaſily diſcovered, 
i others very difficult to underſtand. 

This, I apprehend, proceeds from the Af- 


-Finity and Relemblance there is between dif- 
ferent Difcaſes 3 which, though often attended 
with the fame Symptoms, yer proceed from 


—ifferent Cauſes, and conſequently require va- 
ious Methods of Cure: For which Reaſon 
the Phyſician ſhould be very cautious in pre- 
3 3 he has fully examined the Symp- 


2oms of the Diſeaſe, and compared them with 
the ſeveral Anſwers of the Patient, till he 
has juſt Reaſons to think he underſtands the 
Nature of the Diſtemper. 5 


o 
* 


Complicated Caſes are moſt difficult 3 nei- 
ther is it poſſible to determine any 9 of 
ham 2 them 


FLY 


them before they happen, by reaſon of their 
various Degrees, and uncertain Combinations. 


In theſe Caſes, To very hard to be adjuſted, 

a Phyſician may chance to err a little; but 
in ſimple Diſeaſes, the Miſtakes admit of no 
Excuſe. - 

| To go no farther than a Dropſ y. I 
have attended ſome Perſons in this Diſtemper, 
where it has taken very deep Root, — Their 
Legs, Thighs, and Bodies, have been blown 
up like Bladders; yet ſome of theſe Perſons 


have been blooded four or five Times, in or- 


der, as was ſaid, to relieve their Shortneſs of 


Breath ; whereas, Shortneſs of Breath is not 


always an Ingication for Bleeding. | 
There are three Cauſes of a Dy/pnea, or 
Shortneſs of -Breath ; Inflammation, Convul. 


ſion, and Plenitude: Bleeding in e : 


if it has not been, ought to be exploded ; 
and in Fulneſs, occafioned by, Prophics, it is 
pernicious to the laſt Degree"? 

I ſhall make no Scruple to affirm, That 


7 
: 


Shortneſs of Breath, though it be What 


term Aio Læſa, wakes no Diſtemper, with- | 


out ſome other bad Symptoms attending it; 
if it did, a Man who runs, or uſes any vio- 
lent Exerciſe, cauſing Shortneſs of Breath- 
ing, might be ſaid to be diſtempered. 


Neither in other Caſes is 9 of 


Breath to be looked on as any Thing but 


the Effect of ſome Diſeaſe, cauſing great 
Weakneſs, which on the leaſt Motion is- be” 
* with Difficulty of Breathing. 


A3 


1 


It may ſeem ſtrange that this Diſeaſe, viz. 


a Dropſy, ſhould be ſo groſly miſtaken; when 
the Condition of a Woman, near the Time 
of her Delivery, is not more apparent to the 
Eye, than that of an Hydropical Perſon. How- 
ever, this ſhews what great Reaſons there 
are to ſet the Symptoms of Diſeaſes in as 
clear a Light as poſſible. 


I ſhall, in the Proſecution of this Subject, 


take Notice, in a very brief Manner, of the 
Fluids in human Bodies; a Point very ne- 
ceſſary to be underſtood, becauſe they are 
> the Seat of all Diſtempers; whereas the ſo- 

lid Parts are only paſſive Little, that I 
can find, has been Rid of this Matter, though 
the right Underſtanding of it is of ſo great 
- Ufe in the Art of Healing. | 

Inſtead of giving us ſuch neceſſary Preli- 
minaries, many lay the whole Streſs of curing 
Diſeaſes-upon the Number of their Receipts, 


ſtuffing their Books with long and tedious 


Prefcriptions'z Which is little better than 
teaching us how to cure People, before we 
know the Nature of their Diſtemper. 

This brings to my Mind a Saying of that 
good and truly honeſt Man Dr. Sydenham : 
— Medice Artis pompa & dignitas non tam 
formularum Concinnitate & Elegantia, quam 
Morborum curatione cernitur. 225 
Ihle late famous Dr. 3 was of Opi- 
nion, That it was expedient for young Gen- 
tlemen, entering upon our Profeſſion, to tra- 


vel; and that ſuch as purſued their Studies 


at 


. 0 as a ah 
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at Home, could not (allowing they have had 
the Advantages of an Academical Educa- 


tion) improve themſelves equally with thoſe 
that ſpend many Years Abroad, and make 


good Uſe of their Time This was his 
Reaſon for ſettling annual Penſions upon ſome 
young Phyſicians, that they might be in a 
Capacity to travel, | 

erhaps he had done better, if he had 
obliged thoſe Gentlemen to practice Phy- 
ſick, at leaſt ten Years, before their ſetting 
out for foreign Parts: They would then have 
been much more capable of making ſuch Ob- 
ſervations, as might be of ſingular Uſe to 
them; and 'tis farther my Opinion, That if 
he had ordered them to viſit the moſt intem- 
perate Climates, where all acute Diſeaſes are 
the moſt violent, they would have returned 
Maſters of greater Knowledge and Experi- 


_ ence, than they can ever acquire by only paſ- 


ſing through the moſt healthy Parts of EA- 
rope, which ſeems more like travelling for 
the ſake of their own Health, than 5 df 
other People. * 

If travelling be neceſſary to make an ac- 
compliſhed Phyſician, I am very ſure that I 
have travelled more than all the Phy ſicians in 
Great-Britain put together. Re, 

But I am going a little out of my Way, 
and ſhall therefore return to what 4 at firſt 


propoſed ; wherein, if I fall ſhort, I ſhall 


ing beneficial to Mankind, All I deſire of 


prop 
yet myſelf in my fincere Deſign of be- 
"FI A 4 2: 09 


CY. 
thoſe who find fault with my Performance, is 
to produce a better in its Room. 

In the Account I give of Diſeaſes, I ſhall 
endeayour to be as ſhort and intelligible as poſ- 
ſible.— The uſual and general Diviſion of Diſ- 
tempers is into Chronical and Acute, and 
each Branch of them is ſubdivided into many 
particular ones. The moſt common I hope 
to deſcribe in ſo plain a Manner, that even 
the Patient himſelf hall be able to give a pro- 
per Name to his Diſeaſe. 

Eo begin then with the Chronical. 
Which as they are the moſt difficult to be 
remedied, ſo are they many Times equally 
difficult to be known. Of theſe the moſt 
.common, and moſt painful (though a 
not the * to be cured) is the 


— 


"of » +. 
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; „ Or ARTHRITIS. 
* 9 | 


Hs has various Names, according to 
the Parts affected: Tis termed Podagra 
when in the Foot, Chiragra when in the 
Hand, Gonegra when in the Knee, Sciatica 
P in the 1055 

Tiis ſtran "gp ſce how often Phyſicians 
call this Diſtemper a Rheumatiſm, and a 
Rheumatiſm RG Gour. The Difference 
between them - will plainly appear from the 
Deſcription 1 Jhall give of theſe two Diſtem- 
* Of 


| 


| BM 2, | 
Of the ſeveral Names above ſet down, a 


regular Gout may moſt properly be termed  ? 
Podagra, becauſe it begins in the firſt Joint 


of the Great Toe, and that uſually about 
Midnight; where, after it has rack'd the Pa- 


tient forty-eight Hours with a violent fix'd 


Pain, a ſmall Tumor begins to appear, in- 
oreaſing gradually; after that, an Inflam- 
mation, and then the Violence of the Pain 
abates. | 
The firſt Fit may laſt a Fortnight, or three 


Weeks; but a great Weakneſs, and Tender- 


neſs in the Part afflicted, remains much longer. 
The Patient may feel no more of this Dil- 


eaſe for two or three Years, or at ſooneſt, a 


Twelvemonth: But what adds much to the 


Misfortune of this Diſtemper, is, That every 


Fit becomes more painful, and the Paroxiſms 
more frequent and laſting. \ 

The Gouty Matter increaſmg, riſes to the 
Ancles and Knees, which, as was faid before, 


ſwell with Inflammation: This Degree of 
the Diſtemper, by ſome Authors, is called 
Morbus Articuitaris, and is always attended 


with a ſymptomatical Fever; for as the Pains 

wear off, the Fever abates. 1 
Thus it takes its Progreſs, increaſing by 

Degrees, till the Patient, in Length of "Time, 


is tormented with Chalk Stones working out 


of the Joints, attended with other melanchol- 


ly Circumſtances. 


It muſt be obſerved, towards the latter 


End of this Diſeaſe, when the Fluids are al- | 


A 5 moſt 
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moſt wholly changed into Gouty Matter, the 
Fits are not ſo regular, nor the Pains ſo vio- 
lent; but then the Patient is ſeldom free 
from them. . 
Phyſicians have been much miſtaken about 
the Cauſe of this Diſtemper : That it is Mat- 
ter, appears from the Tumors and Inflam- 
mation that attend it; but the Difficulty lies 
to find out the Nature of this Matter. 
I ſhall venture to affirm *tis an Mkali : That 
the Chalk-Stones that work out of the Joints 
are ſuch, appears from the Fermentation oc- 
caſioned by Acids, which in ſmall Quantities 
cauſe Pains in Gouty Perſons : Theſe Pains 
. proceed from the Acids meeting with a con- 
trary Quality, whereby a preternatural Fer- 
mentation 1s raifed in the — Part; 
and this creates a Heat and Burning, the Heat 
being an Effect of that Fermentation or Mo- 
tion, according to the Learned Dr. Willis, 
whoſe Treatiſe of Fermentation I prefer to 
his other Works: If I miſtake not, he gives 
this Definition of it, viz. ** Motus Inteſtinus 
«© ad perfectionem alicujus Corporis, vel ad In- 
** ternecionem ejuſdem.” 

There have been ſo many unſucceſsful At- 
tempts made to maſter this Diſeaſe, that Pa- 
tients have very little Faith left, and (as they 
commonly ſay) have no Hopes from any 
Thing but Patience and warm Flannel : But 
with Submiſſion, keeping the Part warm is 
wrong, becauſe tis proprium Caloris attrabere ; 
and does, beyond doubt,attract Gouty Matter 
to the Part. | EL Not- 


— 


N 
deore many fruitleſs At- 

tempts that have been made to cure this mi- 
ſerable Diſtemper, Providence has in this, as 
well as in all other Diſeaſes, left Means for 
our Recovery, which in many Inſtances I am 
able to make appear, I ſhall refer to one 
where the curious may be ſatisfied : The 
Coachman of the Right Honourable the Lord 
Viſcount St. Jobn, had a long and tedious 
Fit of the Gout, and was hardly able to ſtir 
without Crutches : I gave him a very plea- 
fant eaſy Sudorific, which had its deſired Ef- 
fect : Inſomuch that the Day following, 
he walked from Albemarle-ſtreet, to Cecil-ſtreet, 
to give me Thanks. He came to me with- 
out the Help of a Stick, and with ſtrait Shoes 
on: The Swelling was entirely gone: He 


affirmed that he was. never better in his Life; 


and that he was able to walk from one End 
of the Town to the other. This is about 
fifteen Years ago; and the Fellow has never 
had any Return ſince, tho' he was much aft- 
flicted with it many Years before. > It 
may be aſked, Will he never have it again? 
The ſame Queſtion may be aſked of any Fe- 
ver (except ſome few with Eruptions 3) for 
many Perſons are very ſubject to Fevers every 
Spring; yet I preſume no Body will ſay a 
Patient was not cured of a Fever he had 
fifreen Years ſince, tho? he ſhould happen to 
have a Fever again this Year. 


— 


It will, I hope, at leaſt, be granted, That 


ſuch long Intervals add much'to the Com- 
8 fort 


tions. 


1 „„ 
fort of Life; and I am confident there is no 
Body can haye the Gout to that Degree, but 
that there may be a Rebate given to his 


' Pains. — He may find great Relief with- 
out Opiates, or painful Remedies, which J 


am a Stranger to, and very much diſlike. 


— 
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To Eaſe the Gour. 


' © Take Tamarinds half an Ounce, Leaves 
of Senna two Drams, Rheubarb one Dram, 
«© boil them in Water to three Ounces, ſtrain 
«© them off, and diſſolve in them of Manna, 
and the purging Syrup of Roſes, each one 


* 


0 Ounce, Syrup of Buck-thorn and Elixir 


* 


Proprietatis, each two Drams. — Drink 
Poſſet-drink, or thin Gruel, between Mo- 
Taking this once or twice a 
„Week, will leſſen the Gouty Matter, and 

* break the Force of the Fits. 5 


« 


__— 


II. Preſcription to Eaſe the 
| OT. 


e Fake Opium one Ounce, Salt-Petre and 


«Tartar vitriolated, each four Ounces, Ipo- 


* Eacuana one Ounce, Liquoriſh one Ounce. 


Put 


N S , DO» 
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Put the Salt - Petre and Tartar into a red: | 


« hot Mortar, ſtirring them with a Spoo 
till they have done flaming. — hen 
„powder them very fine, after that ſlice 


. "© in your Opium; grind theſe to a Powder, 


& and then mix the other Powders with theſe. 
© Doſe from forty to ſixty or ſeventy Grains 
jn a Glaſs of White-wine Poſſet, going to 
% Bed. Covering up warm, and drinking 
a Quart or three Pints of the Poſſet-drmk 2 
«© while ſweating.” One n 


In two or three Hours, at fartheſt, the Pa- 
tient will be perfectly free from Pain; and 
though before not able to put one Foot to 
the Ground, *tis very much if he cannot walk 


the next Day. When it is taken, keep your 


Bed till next Day Noon. This Remedy 
may be taken once a Week, or once a Month. 

Mynſycbt*s Elixir of Vitriol, taken often in 
large Quantities, moſt certainly deftroys Gouty 
Matter, yet for ſome Time it may cauſe Pain; 
but taken in its due Latitude, if Water will 
quench Fire, it muſt in the End have its de- 
fired Effect. = Þ 

N. B. We cannot help diſſenting from the | 
Doctor's Opinion, that Sweating will cure the 
Gout ; bnt that Sweating will eaſe the Pain, 


wwe have many Inſtances. Nor is every one 


000 is ſubject to the Gout, troubled with Chalk- 
Stones in their Joint; but I much wonder 
that he has not taken notice of this Diſtemper 

attacking 


— 4 
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A Wich a Species of the Dropfy. 


attacking the Nobler Parts, viz. the Head and 


the Stomach, for there it is moſt dangerous. 


Bliſters have done well, when it has attack'd 
the Head; and Tanſey boil'd in a Pint of ſtron 
Mountain, has gvien immediate Eaſe, to be dru 
as warm as the Patient can bear it. 

De famous Quieting Char n, ſold ſome Years 
fence for Five Guineas, 1s n more than Stone- 
Brimſtone, worn in a warm Pocket as near the 
Body as poſſible, and it has been thought to give 


« 


Eaſe to this tormenting Di//emper. 


W 


r 


r 
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VS DRorsv, called HyDRopPs. 


WHERE are three Sorts of Dropſies; 
; the moſt common and moſt fatal, is 
the Aſcites. This Diſtemper is often many 
Years contracting; in ſome near twenty Years, 


WH according to the beſt Judgment that can be 
Wet made. One or two Inſtances may make this 
Wt} clear e ö 


Mr. William Staunton of Hampton, near 


Hampton-Court, formerly a Chancery Clerk 


of Furnival's- Inn, was for twenty Years af- 
flicted with a violent Aſthma, attended 
His 


n Diſtemper reduced him to that Weakneſs, 
and made him ſo corpulent and unweildly, 
dat he was not able to turn in his Bed, nor 


lie 


rel 4 
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lie but on one Side, in ſo much that the Fleſh 
was worn off the Hip and Shoulder, and it 
was expected a Mortification would enſue. 
—— In this Condition Mrs; Stauton aſked, 
If I conceived any Hopes of him? I an- 
ſwered, there was but little Room for Hope; 
yet if ſhe pleaſed to try the Force of the Me- 
dicine I ſhould preſcribe, ſhe might be aſſu- 


red there was no Danger in it. 


He took it every Night and Morning, as T 
uſually give it. — He has told me ſince, 
that it conſtantly brought away from a Gal- 
lon to five Quarts of Water. Takir 3 
this daily, it muſt, be ſuppoſed he was ſoon 


freed from his Waters. 


N. B. The Doctor adds, that he gave bim a © 
Medicine Night aud Morning, which conſtantly | 
brought away a Gallon, or five Quaris of Wa- 
der; and by bis taking this daily, it ſoon freed 
him from bis Waters, and freed him from bis 
Aſthma, ibo he was in his Sixty-ſeventh Year 
of his Age. The Doctor has kept this Receipt to 
himſelf 1, but by way of Note I imagin them either 
done by Oyl of Funiper, as The Principal, or 
elſe by an Infuſion of Funiper-Berries, roaſted 
like Coffee, and made into a Liquor like Coffee, 
which has cured great Numbers. 


He has been clear of his Aſthma ever ſince, 
and enjoys. a better Stare of Health than he 
has done for twenty Years paſt. - This was 
in the Sixty-ſeventh Year of his Age, a 
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| has a preſen as florid a Complexion as any 


Man Twenty. 


I conclude That ie had a Collection of 
Waters i in his Breaſt, which cauſed the Aſth- 


ma. S 

1 had ney: Patient, ads had a White- 
Swelling, as the Surgeons call it,in both Knees. 
He came to Town, and applied himſelf to 
Mr. Bocbeer; who, like an honeſt Man, did 
little to him, but adviſed him to go to Bath ; 
which he did for near twenty Years, as the 
Gentleman told' me. But in the End this ap- 

red to be an Aſcites. I purged off the 

aters, and the Swellings totally diſappeared. 


He told me he had not had ſo good a Com- 


mand of his Legs for twenty Years paſt. - 
Many Inſtances of the like Nature I could 


produce; but I take theſe two to be ſufficient 


r my prefent Purpoſe. 
Hence it is Incl rai what flow Paces this 


. Diſtemper many times makes. 


Some Nicety will be required to give ſuch 


2 Deſcription of this Diſeaſe, as to make it 
known in its Approaches. Tis eafily pre- 
vented, though very difficult to be cured 


when it comes to an Height. 

This Diſtemper begins with a Thirſt, which 
inſenfibly grows on the Patient. The Inſide 
of the Hands grows dry with a more than 


common Hardneſs, and the Patient is at- 


tended with an unuſual Heat. All the Glands 
of 'Secretion-begin to fall ſhort of performing 


Ow * Functions, till at laſt Tranſpiration 
ceaſes. 


P.. ß ! > Af 


great Shortneſs of Breath, and Loſs of Ap- 


de coming on ſeveral Years, as has been a- 


(77) 
ceaſes. The Urine decreaſes much in Quan: 
tity, and is often high-coloured. An Inabt- 
lity to Motion increaſes as the Body fills with 


petite. | | K 115 x 
Theſe are the ſeveral Symptoms of on ap- 
proaching Dropſy, which uſually ſhews 1t- 
ſelf firft in the 940 This Diſtemper may 


bove noted;. and for want of a due Exami- 
nation of the Patient, it has been too often 
taken for ſome other Diſeaſe, which has pro- 


ved fatal to many People. a. 
To deſcribe a confirmed Aſcites, is no more 


than to ſet the foregoing in a clear Light. 


The Thirſt is more intenſe, Urine leſs in 
Quantity, higher. coloured, coming near 
to the Water made in a Jaundice; Shortneſs 
of Breath to that Degree, that there is no 
lying down in Bed; and Inability to all Mo- 
tion, a total Loſs of Appetite, looſe Stools, 
frequent, but in ſmall Quantities. The Legs, 
Thighs, and all Parts of the Body are full 
of Water 3 which, with the Addition of a 
Symptomatical Jaundice, make up the fright- 
ful and mercileſs Retinue that attend this 
great Evil. ONT. | e tba: ane 

After all, I ſhall venture to ſay, That 
let me but come to People as early in this 
Diſtemper as they generally apply for Relief 
from other Phyſicians, and it ſhall be cured 
with as much Certainty, as any other Gen- 
tleman may cure a Diſtemper he thinks _— 


—— — 
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ſelf moſt Maſter of. am ſurprized that 
the Paracenteſis *, or Tap, ſhould be ſo fre- 
quently uſed in this fatal Diſeaſe. I ſhould t 
be glad to know if one in five Hundred has 
been cured by it. It rather confirms the A t 
Diſeaſe, and often renders it incurable, while v 
i | the poor Patient's Life is protracted in Miſery. e 
1 4 and Deſpair; ſo that it may well be ſaid, t 

N 

V 


Craviora morbis patimur Remedia, 
Mer vita tanti eft, vivere ut poſſis, mori. 


| | Such Aids new Fuel to your Pain ſupply 3 | 
1 Fuel 10 you PP 
b | Who values Life, if be muſt hourly die 4 1 


; 
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Wo The Tymeany, Tympanites. 
| | 


which the Fair Sex are only liable, 
| proceeds from their frequent Miſcarriages 
is and hard Labours : Beſides, as they are of 
Wi: | 2 much finer Texture of Body than Men, 


The Dr. here is much in the Right to avoid the 
Paracenteſis, or Tap; for 5 24 comes to that, ) 

{| | the Patient is in great Danger; but begin early in taking 

T1 fuch Medicines as are mentioned before in the other Specigg 

{6 £14 they 


| | L 
A NOTHER Species of Dropſy, to || 


199 

they are more {ubject to the Paſſions of the 
Mind, which have often. been the Cauſe of 
this emper. 

This is part Wind, part Water, ſelling 


| the Abdomen, or Belly only. The Muſcles 
i waſte fo in this Diſeaſe, that the Patient be- 
comes a meer Skeleton with Loſs of Appe- - 


tite : Thirſt, but in a more remiſs Degree 
than in the Aſcites 3 Urine in ſmall Quanti- 
ties, but often of a healthy Colour.—- This 
may be cured pretty much in the ſame ny 
with an Aſcites . 


AxASA ACA. 


HIS is another Species of Dro 

55 differing from the 192 
and Tympany. The Symptoms are yaſtly 
more unſettled: The Swe ngs in the two 
former are fixed ; in this the often ſhift, 
and for the moſt part aff * y the Muſ- 


cles. As for Example: The Patient * 


1 on one Side of the Body, and in a ſhaxt 
Time the Tumor ſhall quit that Part, and 
appear on the other Side of the Body ; and 


But fee the Doclors Method of Cure under 
Species of Droplies call'd the Anaſarca. © | 0 


” 
. 
11 


ate Tr 3 

in like Manner ſhift from one Thigh, Leg, 
or Arm, to the other. 
This Diſeaſe is not ſo common as the 5 
Aſcites, or Tympany, and is much eaſier 2 
.cured. Yet Mr. Towne, one of the King's Fi 
\ - Gardiners, died of it | under Dr. Radcliffe's NY 
Care. A Gentleman carried me to that 
unfortunate Man, but the Doctor was: fo * 
confident of ſaving him by the wonderful 
Panacæa Bliſters, that I was not liſtened to. 3 
The Bliſters, inſtead of proving Remedies, 8 
only gave the Patient Pain, without afford- a 
ing him any Help; ſo that in a ſhort Time 
after | he died. 4 | 


c — — 
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Take Steel prepared with Sulphur and 
& crude Antimony, each one Ounce, Dia- 
„ gridium four Ounces: Make a fine Pow- 
der of thefe; then add as much of any Sy- 
« rup as will make a ſoft Ete@uary,—--— 
„Take a large Spoonful at Night going to 
Bed, and another in the Morning, 9 
_ £6 it well from the Bottom, increaſing or leſ- 
«+ {ning the Doſe as you ſee Occaſion. —— 
£ You muſt not drink during the Opera- 
tion of this Phyſick, as in other Purges'; 
4% for if you pour in too much Liqour, it 

vill deſtroy the End of purging, and 
„ Jen will find yourſelf juft where you 
„% were,” | | F 
bi: When 


g. 
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a) 

When your Waters are off, you may re- 
peat your Purge one in four or five Days ; 
thence once a Week, and ſo on, to once a 
Fortnight, and once a Month, till your Blood 
has recovered jits due Tone. 

You muſt avoid all Spoon-Meats, Fruits, 


and Garden-ſtuff,, of what Kind ſoever. 
And be ſure not to exceed a Pint and a half 
of Liquor in twenty - four Hours; ſor if you 
drink, your Thirſt will never abate. This 
is a certain Remedy. 1 ; 

This Method will Kerr either 3 in a Tym- 
py ws Cen as the Anaſarca. 1 
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'D1 IA B A T E 8. 

T HIS is a very fatal Dikale, bat Hei 
ſeen ; yet in one Day I was called to 
two Patients that were afflicted with it. 
Riverus ſays, he never ſaw more than one 
Perſon labouring under this Diſtemper i in all 
his e breaki K c 

It ariſes from breakin the om „ 
Tenor of the Bl A Pages, 181 
The Deſcriptions follow: »Tis {teas 
with a ſmall Fever, loſs of Appetite, intenſe 
Thirſt, a [4 Dejection of the animal Spi- 
Tits, profuſe Quantities of Urine of a Violet 
Es with a thin * Subſtance ſwimming 
on 


= * 
—_— s. 
3 U % 
—_— * 
| 
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on the Surface of it. When all theſe Symp- 


toms meet, they conſtitute this Diſtemper. 


The Sort of Water deſcribed is very com- 
won in What Phyſitians- call Soor butiek 


Caſes. — Upon which, after the Learned Dr. 
Wills has made a very long Harangue about 


hot Scurvy and cold Scurvy, I muſt own my 


Capacity too weak to comprehend his Meaning; 


nor do I believe the Diſeaſe owed its Name to 


any Thing, but that when the Phyſicians met 


with a Diſtemper they knew little of, they 


called it a ſcurvy one. 72S 
One Mr. Fonathan Keate, ſome time after 


Surgeon to the Hoſpital at King's Town in 


Jamaica, was ſo far gone in a Diabetes, that 


he was not able to get out of his Cabin.—T | 


was on Board with ſome Company, who told 
me the Surgeon of the Ship lay dangerouſly 
ill, and defired to ſee me.— I ſoon perceived 


his Diſtemper, and ſent him from Shore what 
I thought proper. In three or four Days he 


. 
1 


came to Port Royal, to return Thanks for 
the great Service I had done him. He did, 
as we ſay, pancratice valere, and ſo continued. 
8 bis is thirty Years ſince. About 
fix Years ſince, I ſaw him in Town; he lodg- 
ed in St. Martin's-Lane, and was then juſt 
come from Barcelona. * 
I ſhall only give one Inſtance more: A 


[7 Perſon, recommended to me by his Grace 


the late Duke of Richmond, was ſo weak in 
this Diſtemper, that he could hardly ſtand, 
I order'd him ten Days after to meet 

£ me 


me at the Duke's, which he accordingly did; 


(23). 


and gave his Grace thanks for being perfectly 
recovered. He lived on Tomer-Hil, and, if 
I miſtakenot, was an Houſe-Carpenter ; but 
I have forgot his Name. | 
There needs nothing more to be done for 


| the Cure of this Diſeaſe, which has hitherto 


puzzled Phyſicians in all Ages,. than to drink 
aQuarter of a Pint of Allom Poſſet-drink, firſt 
and laſt, made as ſtrong as your Stomach will 
bear it. This I have experienc'd for thirty- 
= Years, and do not remember that it ever 
led. bo 


N. B. The Doctor, in this Preſcription, takes 
the ſhorteſt Method of Cure, and very juſtly de- 
ſerves our Praiſes ; but *tis to be obſerv'd, that 
if you make your Allom- Poſſet too ſtrong, *twill 
prove a powerful Emetic. | 
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CoNnsSUMPTION, or PHTISIS. 


HOUGH this is a Chronicle Diſeaſe, 

it is alſo inflammatory; and I knowof _ 

no other Chronicle Diſtemper that is fog - 

It begins with a violent Cough, and 1s al- 

ways attended with an inflamed Maſs of 

Blood, except in convulſive Caſes 3 and as 
| | the 


a 


4s. 


we 


wo the inflamed: 
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"ER. 
the Lungs are all Bronchia, or little“ Air- 
Bladders of the __ Arteria, when we in- 

Part, of what we ſee on 
e Top of the Blood, which the Phyſicians 


term Pleuritical, is ſtrained from the Maſs, 


which being left in thoſe Air-Bladders, oc- 
caſions a great Shortneſs of Breath. till by 


violent Coughing, or frequent Succeſſions of 
the Lungs, it is brought off. If this Mat- 


ter continues, it inflames the Lungs, till at 
laſt they are impoſtumated; and then the Pa- 
tient's Caſe becomes deſperate. | 


This Diſeaſe commonly proceeds from 


Cold; which encteaſing, the Patient com- 
plains firſt of a great Soreneſs in his Breaſt, 


Difficulty of Breathing, loſs of Appetite, - a 
great Heat and Dryneſs in the Palms of his 


Hands, with frequent and ſudden Fluſhings 
in the Face; according to that of Hippocra- 


tes Rubor pertinax & ſaluratus in Gems pulmo- 
nem indicat SEED: 


"Asthis Diſeaſe gathers Power, colliquating 
Sweats come on towards Morning; then a 
Diarrhæa, or Looſeneſs; the Fingers Ends 


ate ſwelled, and a few Days before Death, 
the Legs ſwell, which is the laſt Symptom. 
The. good Dr. Sydenham wonderfully com- 


mendsRiding in this Diſtemper ; and he ſays, 
Hoc ſane aſſero, quod neque Mercurius in 


„ Lye Venerea neque Cortex Peruvianus in in- 


6 1ermittentibus © efficaciores extent = in 
% Phtifit curanda exercitium jam laudatum. — 


Speaking of Riding, Modo eager curet ut 


&« [zutea- 


„ 
| © linicamina_ lecti fint probe arcfaa; atgue 
n- << etiam ut ſatis longa Itinera emetiatur.” © 

on But, with Deference to my old Friend's 
ns Judgment, I have known frequent Bleeding 
s, in ſmall Quantities do more good than Rid- * 2 
c- ing. I ſhall fer down one Cale, of Which 
by any Perſon may ſatisfy himſelt. 
of | A Nephew of Sir George Caſtoell's, whoſe 
it- & Lungs were moſt apparently impoſtumated 
at from the corrupt and fœtid Matter that pro- 
a- ceeded from them, had thoſe colliquating 
| Sweats, with a Diarrhæa, or Looſeneſs, and 
brought up large Quantities of Blood every 
Day, almoſt equal to a Vomica Pulmo- 
num. A. EPS 2 OT TY | h 
2 - His Muſcles were almoſt entirely waſted ;z 
and ſo very weak, that he could hardly walk 


Day—— He ſoon viſibly grew better. — I 
{ent him to the Cold Bath, which he uſed to 
very great Advantage; fo that he ſoon grew 
ing healthy and ſtrong, and fuller of Fleſh than 
| a fever. en HOES 2 os ! 
nds F When Mr. Petit blooded him, he would 
th, Roften 15 he could not poſſibly live four and 
n. twenty Hours. i 
m- As this is an inflammatory Diſeaſe, all Me- 
ys, thods of Cure ought to be avoided, except 
5 in ¶ſſuch as abate the Inflammation; which, I may 
in- Nrenture to ſay, is uſually increaſed by the vaſt 
in Quantities of Oils and Syrups preſcribed : 
And this is the chief Reaſon that Phyſicians have 
t 4 * | \ . had 


alone. I order*d him to bleed every other 4 


* 26 ) 
1 nad, fo little Succeſs in Conſumptions. They 
allow the Patient to uſe a ſtrengthening Diet, / 
and indulge him too much with Wine, Gra- 
vies, and the like, contrary to a known Max- 
im in Phyſick.— Tmpura corpora quo n 
nutries, eo magis lædes. 
Another Cauſe of Conſumptions is from- 
an Empyema 3 which is an Impoſthumation 
on the Pleura ; ; as when Pleuriſies, or Pe- 
ripneumonies are not taken off by Bleeding; 
for as long as any poignant, or ſhooting Pains 
remain, there is an infallible Indication for 
Bleeding. Twas faid, the Lord Sunderland 
could not die for want of Bleeding, having 


by — 1 2 
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Neighbour had a Servant ſeized with a Pleu- 
riſy, who loſt two Hundred and ſixty Ounces 
of Blood before his Pain left him ; and the 
Man ſince enjoys a perfect State of Health. 
One of my Patients was ſo far gone in a 
Conſumption, that he was not able to ſtand 
alone. I adviſed him by all Means to loſe fix 


PPP 


following, he rode from Eveſham to Briſtol, 


to give me Thanks for his Recovery. 


He lived many Years after. His Relations all 
died in Conſumptions. This was the firſt 
ieee 1 made of Bleeding in * . 

CAITC 3 


loſt ſeventy Ounces : Whereas my next door 


Ounces of Blood every Day for a Fortnight, 
then every other Day, and then every third 
Day, and fifth Day for the ſame Time. This 
was in the Month of November; the March | 


in one Day, which is forty ſeven long Miles, | 


bad 
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1 
ſeaſe; and I have cured many ſince by this 
Method of Bleeding. „ 
N. B. I think if the Doctor had fed Cup- | 
ping between Whites, it would have done much 
belter. | IEF 


a Another Patient was ſo very weak in 
Conſumption, that they entirely deſpaired of 
; his Life. He was blooded atleaſt fifty Times; 
8 and in a ſhort Time recover'd fo, that he 
r enjoys a better State of Health than ever 
a © he did before. 
o 
r 


1 a „ S193. ee | 
A Receipt to help the Lungs. 


Take Aniſceds fine powdered, Saffron 
of Steel, each half an Ounce, made into 
„Pills, with Lucatella's Balſam; take five of 
<< theſe every Morning, and at Five a-Clock 
in the Afternoon, drinking a large Draught 
of Water acidulated with ueber Elixir 
of Vitriol. After each Doſe, Riding 
is of ſingular Uſe, and Cold-Bathing 
but above all, frequent Bleeding in ſmal! 
„ Quantities : For, as is before obſerved, 
<* whatever keeps the Lungs cool, is the only 

Way to cure Conſumptions; and I have © 
of late experienc'd, that crude Mercury is 
the moſt beneficial Thing for the Lungs, 
taking one Ounce every Morning.“ 

| B 2 ä 


\ 


cc 
ce 
cc 
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N. B. The Doctor is, in eve one of theſe 


Particulars, very right in bis udgment, as 


ve bade experienc'd, _ The Uſe of | the crude 
Mercury, as he preſcribes it, is a ſovereign Me- | 


line. 


— 


AS THM A. 


F this there are two Species; the one 


conpulſiwe, the other procceding from 
a foul Maſs of Blood. 

Theſe are not hard to be diſtinguiſh'd : 
The Convulſive generally has its Paroxyſms, 
or Fits; and though you may Cough with 
greater Violence, and find a much greater 
Difficulty of Breathing, though you ſpit only 
a frothy Subſtance, yet when the Paroxyſm 


order. 


is over, the Patient finds not much Diſ- 


ee for rhe Ae, 


e Take Caſtor one Dram, Salt of Steel 
. half a Dram, made into very ſmall Pills, 
with Extract of Rue: Theſe you may take 
. 8 « every 


f 


, 
<« every Hour till the Convulſion is abated, 
% drinking three Spoonfuls of the following. 
Jjulep after each Doſe. Take of Blac 


cherry, and Penny-royal Water, each an 


* 


« Ounce; of Rue and compound Briony- 


„ Waters, each four Ounces, with a ſmall 
«© Quantity of Sugar, made into a Julep.— 
* or a Toad dried and powder*d, made into 
« Pills, and taken as above, is a molt ex- 
c cellent Remedy, notwithſtanding the com- 


A 


«© mon Opinion of the great Poiſon there 1s 


« in a Toad; but that is all a falſe No. 
4 m0n.77 . | 


In a ſanguinary Aſthma, or what proceeds 


from a foul Maſs of Blood, the Patient is 


ſeldom. free; though at ſome Times much 
better than others. As when the Winds are 


* 
9 


Eaſterly, the Patient ſoon finds a ſenſtble Al- 


teration for the Worſe. Nay, I have been 
told by thoſe that keep their Beds, that they: 
have been ſ-nſwble in a few Minutes, when 
the Wind has ſhifted to the Eaſt, they cough. 
and ſpit a digeſted Matter. | | 


- 


—— 


This Diſcaſe rarely ſeizes People before they 
are of an advanced Age; which is the Rea- 
ſon. it does not cauſe Conſumptions; for che 
Parenchyma, or Subſtance of the Lungs, is. 


then grown ſo very hard, that it rarely. ad- 
mits of Putrefaction. The Cure of this 


laſt Aſthma. does not much vary from that in 


B 3 Whes 


Conſumptions. 


© 

When it proceeds from a foul Maſs of 
Blood, it ought to be treated as in a Con- 
= fumption; only purge once or twice a Week, 
= with che Purge ſet down in the Gout. 


4 


JAUNDICE, or ICTERUs. 


HIS is very viſible from the Yellow- 
neſs of the Eyes and Skin, black Urine, 
and white Stools, accompanied with great 
Sickneſs and Faintings, but little Pain. If the 
Excrements are not White, it may be feared, 
the Caſe is complicated, and it proves a ſymp- 
tomatical Faundicez which is never to be 
cured by Ictericks, or ſuch Medicines as are 
commonly uſed in the Jaundice. 
This Diſeaſe proceeds from an Obſtruction 
of the Ductus Coledochus, which leads from 
the Gall to the Inteſtine Duodenum; the 
Bile not paſſing there, leaves the Ordure 
white, which otherwiſe takes its Colour from 
it ; but mixing with the Blood, tinctures the 
Skin ; as the Hair on the Head, or Body, 
takes its Dye from the Fluids. 
Piaracelſus, in his Treatiſe De Signatura 
Rerum, very much commends the inner Bark 


Plants 


of Barberries, Turmerick, Rheubarb, and all 


(3 

Plants of a yellow Caſt, in the Cure of this 
Diſeaſe. But they are too weak, as has been 
ſufficiently experienc'd lon ſince He 
Tikewife commends the . Tremula in 
Agues; the Pulmonaria Maculoſa in Con- 
ſumptions; Trachelium in ſore 'Fhroats, and 
Quinſeys; and ſo goes on. I mention 
this, to ſhew on what weak Foundations we 
often venture our Lives. 

This Diſeaſe commonly Ends in ſome vio- 


lent Hæmorrage; either by Urine, Stool, or 


a Vomica Pulmonum, which ſoon terminates  * 
in Death. All this may be impured to that 
Alkali Bile, which tears the very Arteries in 
Pieces, and renders the Patient incurable. 


* Only take eight Grains of Turbith Mi- 
«© neral, at Four or Five in the Afternoon, 
drinking thin Gruel, or Poſſtt-drink, be- 
„ tween Motions. After four or Five | 
Pays, repeat the Turbith as above. 
<< In the intermediate Days take half a large 
* Spoonful of Mynſicbt's Elixir of Vitriol, in 
S half a Pint of Spring Water, three” Times 
* a Day.——This cures any original Jaun- i. 
« dice ] ever met with.“ 
At the Bath, 1 have ſeen Gentlemen ſo 
far gone in this Diſeaſe, that their Faces have 
been of an exact Lemon- Colour. I have 
been much concerned, to think how ſmall a 
N has been made i in dhe Art of Heal- 
ing. 
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any proper Syrup, to be taken the 
a Nutmeg three Times a Day. But before you fr 
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the Blood by the Lacteals. Theſe Crudities 
ves; and not being ſo readily received by the 


vis, or Cavity of the Kidneys, where, by their 


(32) 
N. B. As to what the Doctor preſcribes for H 
this Diftemper, I think much too harſh :. There fo 
ts 4 much eaſier and certain Way of curing the co 
Diſtemper; for the Turbith Mineral ſhocks the tei 
Body too much. *Tis in. my Opinion too violent ge 
a Vomit. {Los e 
The Method Ttake,which has never yet fail'd, @ th 
is the uſe of Chalybiate Tartar, well guarded © & 
with Spices, and made into an Electuary with in 


vantity of pe 
uſe this, take a Doſe of the Tpecacuhana, to waſh | 


your Bowels. ——— *Tis a certain and ſpeedy Þ a 
Cure. Indeed, in the Black Jaundice the Tur- 8 


bith Mineral may be of uſe. ; Yc 
— — — 1 
t 
STONE, or Nephritis. 

| 250 F 1 


HE Stone is an exquiſite Pain on the | 

| Urerters, or Neck of the Bladder.— : 
And is cauſed by a cold Stomach, hot Reins, 
and ill Digeſtion ;_ which ſends Crudities into 


paſs. to- the Kidneys by the Emulgent Arte- 


Emulgent Veins, make Lodgment in the Pel- 


ar 


OFF 1 
Heat, they ſoon petrify : And thus Gravel is 
formed; but never in the Bladder; as ſomèe 
conceive. This Gravel, or ſmall Stones, en- 
tering the Ureters, long and narrow Paſſa- 
ges of exquiſite Senſe, cauſe great Pains, with 
violent Vomitings 3 and the. ſame again, when 
they enter the Neck of the Bladder and Ure- 
thra.——The Patient frequently complam- 
ing of Pains in his Thigh, which I take to 


proceed from the Muſcle P/oas, which reaches | 


from the Reins thither. 
All the Relief we can afford, is to dilate 
and lubricate the Urinal Paſſages, that the 


Stone or Gravel may paſs with lefs Diffi- 


culty. 
If any of the ſmall Gravel ſhould acciden- 
tally adhere to any Part of the Bladder, it 


like a Snow-ball collects the finer Part of. 


the Sand,”till, by its Weight, it falls from its Cy- 
ſtis on the Neck of the Bladder ; and then no- 
thing is to be done but Lithotomy, or Cut- 
ting. | 
This brings melancholy Reflections on the 
unhappy Patient, ſince all the Endeavours of 
Phyſicians, Quacks, and Empericks, to find 
out a Cure, have vroved inet - — 
Many Trials have been made to find out a 
Diſſolvent for the Stone; and ſuck have been 
found out as will break the Stone, being Jaid 
in your Hand.—— But as nothing but, an 
excrementitious Serum enters the Bla der, 
the Powers of every Medicine mult. be Vaſthy - 
3th B 5 weak: 
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weakened, before they reach the Seat of the 


Piſtemper. 


” 


There is little to be done to eaſe the Pa- 
tient in the Fits, or Paroxyſms, but to uſe | 
fach Medicines as lubricate, and open the 


Faſſiges; by which Means the Stone or Gra- 
vet will paſs more eaſily. As Balſam of 
Sager. taking a large Spoonful in any Ve- 
hicle, whether Wine or Water. I know it 
is a common Method, to give ſtrong Diure- 
ticks in ſuch Caſes.— - Now, the Coats 
of the Ureters being nervous, by ſuch Irri- 
wrions.contract themſelves and hold the Stone 


more cloſely.—— Whereas the Weight of | 


we Urine is ſafficient to carry the Stone be- 
tore it, if the Paſſages were ſufficiently dila- 
dec. .I preſcribe the inmoſt Coat of the 
Gizzards of "bak finely powder'd, to be 
taken Night and Morning, one Scruple in a 


Glafof White-wine. But you may pleaſe to try 
one Ounce of Quick-ſilver every Morning for 


one Month, I have known this do Wonders. 
Clyſters often afford fome Relief; as Turpen- 
tine opened with the Yolk of an Egg, and 
Urine added to it. | a 
Fake Peach-Leaves, in their Perfection, 


and dry them in the Sun, then break them 
* ws {mal}, an ufe themas Tea; but only 
e 


alf the Quantity.“ 

1 have known it to do very extraordinary 
Things in the Gravel, and equally beneficial 
te Gouty Eerſons. En. 

f N. B. 


1 y 
N. B. The Doftor argues with good Judgmeni 


in this Caſe: For, when a Slone is once con- 
4, it is impoſhble to diſſolve it in the Blad- 
| — notwithſta nding the many plauſible Preten- 
ces of the Empyricks. And when this. is the 
2- Caſe, all the Eaſe the Patient. can bave, is by: 
of che Uſe of the Opiates, and the only Cure is * Li. 
e thotomy. 


P ALSEY, or Paralyſis. | 


Am now entering on nervous Diſeaſes : 45 
8 to that Part of them which compoſe the 
© Wleveral Species of Palſey : It will be Matter 
* of no great Difficult — iſtinguim. and ex- 
plain them. Never theleſs, Fam ſenſible, as I 
I launch farther into this Field, and treat of 
nervous Diſeaſes at large, there will be 2 

Nicety required to give their ſeveral Deſcrip- 


L tions; and make them ſo plain, that one may 

Inot be taken for the other; or even, that 
they may not be taken for acute Caſes, which 
5 may prove of the erk Conſequence to the: 


HMI 


Fate. 


HMI IRI, or Hemiplexia:. | 


THIS Species of the Palſey affects but 
one Side, which is owing to the dou- 
img of the Dura Mater, called the Falx, by 
which the Brain is divided; ſo that, unleſs 
in extraordinary Caſes, the Paralyſis is ſeldom 
met with. The great Author of Nature has | 
afforded us Daplicates in almoſt every Parti- 
cular ; fo that in caſe one becomes uſeleſs, or 
ft, yet the other in a great Meaſure ſup» 
plies the Defect. Thus we have two Eyes, 
two Lobes of the Lungs, two Kidneys, two | 
Teſticles; ſo that one Part remaining, Viſion, 
Reſpiration, Secretion, and Generation, are all | 
ee The Mahometan Women, in the 
greateſt Part of Aſia, deſtroy, one Teſticle: 
No doubt they find their Account in it; be- 
cauſe the Males make their Addreſſes more 
frequently when their is a leſs Expence of 


Spirits at each Evacuation. 
The Hemiplegie and Paralyſis are both cu- 
red by. ſuch Medicines as open the Obſtruc- 
tions of the Nerves; then the Animal Spi- 
rits recover a free Paſſage, and all Senſation 

returns. 


In. 


5 18 
In recent Caſes, this Diſtemper is ſoon 
eure... „ e tet 
I healed a Gentle woman who' was ſeized 
with this Hemiplegie, falling down with an 
entire Loſs of Senſe and Motion on 6fie'Side, 
in the 70th Year of her Age, and by what [ 
order'd ker, ſhe was perfectly well in ten Days, 
and ſo continued many Years after. 
Many Inftances of the like Nature I could 
produce, but they are at ſome Diſtance from 
London. „„ „ ON 


Method" of Cu: 


In this Caſe I bliſter the Arm, the Leg, 
and the Thigh of the Side affected. L 
e give Mercurius Dulcis, and Cinnabar of 
*« Antimony, each eight or ten Grains, which 
„ repeat every four or five Days. The in- 
termediate Days take Conſerve of Roman 
„ Wormwood, Conſerve of the outward: 
% Rinds of Seville Oranges, each one Ounce © 
Angelica, Nutmegs, and Ginger candied, 
each half an Ounce; Powder of Wake 
Robin three Drams, made into an Eledtu- 


cc 


cu⸗ ary with Syrup of Citron: Take the Quan 

UC- << tity of a large Nutmeg in the Morning, 

ö pi- and at five of the Clock in the Afternoon; 

tion „ drinking fix Spoonfuls of the following 
l Py 


<- TinQure after,” + 
| 66 Ta | 
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= as. the Falſey. 
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( 30: }- 
KFTake the Roots of Maſter-wort, Ele- 
*© campane, Angelica, each one Ounce ; 
Leaves of Common Wormwood, Hore- 
*< hound, Germander, each one Handful; 
bs Togs of  Centaury and St. John's- Wort, 
each half an Handful ; Juniper-berries 


Wt © two Ounces; the Rinds of nine Seville 
Oranges; infuſe theſe in three Quarts of 


„ White-wine, ſtraining it off as you uſe it. 
The ſame Method cures both Kinds of 
* Palfey. | wh 

N. B. The Method the Doctor preſcribes for 


be Cure of this Diſtemper, is very much to the 


Purpoſe, and cannot fail of Succeſs. 


b. 2 
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% St. Vrrus's- Dance, or Cho- 


rea Sancti Viti. 


runs is a Palſey of a more remiſs Kind 


chan the forementioned: I never knew- 


ay but young Perſons ſeized with it. If it 


begins in the Arm, it ſoon; affects the Leg 


Wi en.the ſame Side; and fo vice verſd. It ne- 
ver wears off without proper Means. 


This admits of the ſame Method of Cure 


There 


„% Sol 

There is another Species of the Palſey, 

known by the Name of the Shaking-Palſey:: 

'Tis commonly the Effect of Old Age, In- 

temperance, or a Malum Stamen Vite : It 

o_ proceeds from a Deficiency of Animal 
its. 
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 APOPLERXY. 


! F of all others, deſerves to have a 

q Place amongſt the acute Diſeaſes. But, 
as J am going to deſcribe thoſe of the Head, 
this Diſtemper, ſo remarkable, and fo fatal, 
cannot be omitted. 4.4 151 

Whatever affects the Head, muſt be either 
inflammatory, convulſive, or accidental; as 
from Contuſions, Bruiſes, and the like. 

The Patient in an Apoplexy falls ſuddenly 
to the Ground, deprived of all Senfation and 
Motion, ET 9 1 4 

Some Phyſicians place this Diſtemper in 
the Center of the Brain; but that, with Sub- 
miſſion, can hardly account for the Effect it 
produces: Upon better Conſideration, it will 
appear, that both Brains muſt be affected. 
That the Cerebrum, er great Brain is ſo, ap- 
pears. from the Abolition of Senſe and Mo- 


5 
tion. That the Cerebellum, or little Brain, ns 
receives its Stroke like wiſe, is evident from MM © 
the great Difficulty of Breathing the Patient 2 
Tabours under in this Diſeaſe : It being ve 
Juſtly allowed, that this Brain is the Caufe 

of all involuntary Motions, of which Breath- 
ing muſt be one. Tis not eaſy to conceive 
that this Diſtemper is ſo common, as 1s pre- 
tended, when in more than forty-ſeven Years 
Practice, I have met with no more than two. 
Very often the Denomination of this Di- 
ſeaſe is given to Epilepſies, and many Times. 
to high Hypocondriacal Eilects, | 
- There are two Cauſes of Apoplexies : 
Blood extravaſated in the cortical Part of. 
the Brain; or Convulſions, that immediately 
obſtruct the Animal Spirits. 1 
The firſt of theſe is incurable, it being 
impoſſible to draw the extravaſated Blood 
off; the latter, by proper Remedies, has 
been often removed, and the Patient cured. 


| Method of Cure. 


„ High Bleeding may be of Uſe. Take 
„ Of Mercurius Dulcis, Cinnabar of Anti- 
„ mony, each one Seruple, made into a Bo- 
„ lus with Conſerve of Hips. Give ſuch 
Things as cauſe Sneezing; as the Root of: 
Hellebere, or- the Leaves of Aſſarabacca 
N | 


« powder'd. 


ys 8 


TVC 
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„ = 


away all Senſe and Motion, and is attended 


. 
e powder'd. Bruiſe Garlick, which you may 
«© apply to the Hand, Wriſts, and Soles of the 


© Feet. .. Likewiſe give the Julep: deſcribed 


e in the Convulſive Aſthma, making it 
very ſtrong with Spirit of Sal Armo- 
N | „ 

N. B. What the Doctor has bere preſcribed, 
is well known to be of ſovereign Efficacy. And 
when the Fit is over, avoid all Sorts of ſpiri- 
tuous Liquors, and keep your Body warm, but 
your Legs and Feet eſpecially. 49" 
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| FALLING-SICKNESsS, or Epi: 


* 


* 
% 
». 


IIS Di ſtemper muſt be convul ſive, it 
being impoſſible for any inflammatory - 
Diſeaſe to ſeize the Patient ſo ſurprizinply ; 


for he would complain of Vertigoes, or great 


Pains in the Head, before the Paroxiſm, 
Whereas it gives its Stroke without any pre- 


vious Symptom, much like an Apoplexy, and 
is too often taken for that Diſtemper, as 1 
have before obſerved. This affects likewiſe 
both Brains; which is viſible from its taking 


Wich 


(42 ) 
with a Dipzea, or Difficulty of Breathing, H) 
yet not ſo great as in Apoplexies. in 

It plainly differs from other convulſive Di- Ef 
ſeaſes; ſince in this Caſe the Patient always me 
falls on his Back, and is thrown down with | 
great Violence, foaming much at the Mouth. Bo 

Tis cured by proper Neuroticks little fo 
differing from the Methods of Cure in other il the 
Nervous Caſes. 
During the Paroxyſm, what is preſcribed 
in the Apoplexy, is not amiſs, Bleeding ex- 
cepted. But to prevent Returns, take as pre- 

ſcribed in the Convulſive Aſthma. All Con- 
vulſions 8 pretty much from the 
fame Cauſe, which we call an Ataxie, or ir- 
regular Motion of the Animal Spirits. 
N. B. Beſides what the Doctor preſcribes in 
this Caſe, there is a Medicine which I have fre- 
quently given with good Succeſs, which is Miſleto 
dried and powder d, about a. Scruple the Doſe, 
in a Glaſs of Hyſterick Water three Times a 


* WY 
Day. 
Day. 
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HvrOCONDRIACAL and Hv- 


VYERE are two different Names for the C 
ſame Diſtemper; nor can they be diſtin- 11 
th'd otherwiſe than thus: What * call d 

Jp9- 


— 
” 


* 
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() 


g, Hy ondriacal in Men, we term Hyſterical 
ls omen, I ſhall enter only on Hyſterical 
Di- 75 becauſe they are more common, and 
Lys WM more viſible in the finer Sex. 

ith There is no Diſeaſe incident to Human 
th. © Bodies but theſe Hyſtericiſms will counterfeit 
tle WW ſo exactly, that without the greateſt Caution, 
der the Phyſician muſt be deceived, 

As when it ſeizes the Head, it cauſes vio- 
ed IF lent Pains, Vertigoes, ſtrong Convulſions, 
x- © with Depravation of Senſe; when it affects 
re- the Eyes, with Loſs of Sight for the Preſent, 
great Quantities of pure Waters iſſuing from 
them. 

When the Heart, Patpitations. ix 

When the Lungs, Succuſſions, or - Coug 1 
ing; in ſome much reſembling the Barking 
of a Dog. 

When the Guller, or Exphagus, Suffoca- 
ſe, tion, with a great Swelling rifing PV the 
a Throat. | 

When the Side, a Pleuriſy. 

When the Stomach, Sickneſs, Pain and Vo- 
= © miting. 

When the Inteſtines, the Cholick, often ac- 
7. companied with a Diarrhze, or Looſneſs. 5 
F When the Kidneys, and Neck of the Blad-. 

der, it many Times cauſes a total Suppreſ- 
| ſion of the Urine, with Pains ſo like thoſe 
he I cauſed by the Gravel, or a Stone; that tis 
n- impoſſible, if 4 juvantibus & ladentibus, to 
all diſtinguiſh one from the other. 
0- | | When 
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When the Womb, all Diſtempers appear 


Skin ſhall be often affected, becoming hot 
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ten cauſe ſudden Motions to make Urine.; 


uſual, but pale, and clear as 


is ſo generally affected, is, becauſe there is 
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tion of the Animal Spirits, whic 


Cas). 


that are incident to it; all the Muſcles and 
Joints are affected with Swellings, followed 
with torturing Pains without Inflammation. | 

Neither are the Teeth or Nails free : The 


and dry, as in a burning Fever. | 
The Scorbiculum Cordis, or Pit of the Sto- 

mach, is very often much diſordered with 

Pains, Tremblings, and Sinkings, which of- 


which is not only larger in 98 than 


ater from a 
Fountain. BK. 


The Reaſon why the Pit of the Stomach| 


a Plexus, or Net of Nerves meeting there ; 
which is a plain Indication that all the ſe- 
veral Symptoms above-mentioned, are Ner- 
—_— . Sts 


I proceed to enquire into the Cauſe of ſol *' 


great a Variety of Symptoms, which is from 


an Ataxie, as we call it, or an aries. 4g Mo- of 

proceed R 
from a Weakneſs of them ; ſo that the leaſt o 
Noiſe, Surprize, Trouble, Anger, or any. 
other Paſſion of the Mind, immediately. brings a 


on the greateſt Diſorders and Confuſions, andi n 


makes the Patient preſently blown up with © 
Wind in almoſt every Part. uy 
This Diſeaſe, which has the ſeveral Ap- 

pearances of almoſt all acute Diſeaſes, with- 
n out 


(45) 
dut Matter or Corruption of the Fluids, 
ear makes me wonder that Phyſicians ſhould begin 
nd with Bleeding, Vomiting, Purging, and Bliſter- 
Hing; and after that have Recourſe to Fonta- 
nels or Iſſues; then Steel, Bitters, Opiates, 
and the like; all directly contrary to the Pra- 
ctice before ſet down. Steel in Subſtance is 
very pernicious to human Bodies; Bitters rare- 
to- ly have their deſired Effects: Opiates only 
ich! palliate, and at the ſame Time give deeper 
of. Root to the Diſeaſe. The laſt Remedies pre- 
1e.; ¶ ſcribed are Bath Waters, which are really Good 
han! to repair decayed Spirits. | - S432 
The only Help which can be adminiſtred 
in this Diſorder, is to fortify the Animal Spi- 
Pries, and ſtrengthen the Genus Nervoſufn : 
ij Which is done by proper Neuroticks, Deop- 
pilatives, and ſuch as ſtrengthen the Stomach, 
and help Digeſtion: In all theſe there are 
no Evacuations; and yet it may be affirmed, 
I theſe are proper Remedies in the above-men- 
pl tioned Diſtemper.. unde en 
om I {ball be very particular in my Account 
Ja- of every Thing that I ever found was of any 
ed Relief, or of any Uſe in theſe Caſes; which 
eaſt © often proceeding from Diſorders of the Womb: 
any It is of very great Import to ſee that Nature' 
ings does her Part ; that her Returns are Regular, 
and neither abounding, nor too ſparing -; either 
vich of which, often cauſe Barrenneſs. In the firſt" 
uſe this Method. q e 


* 


71th- | «© Bleed' 


(46) 5 

„ Bleed twelve Ounces from the Arm, 
* three or four Days before the Return of 
Nature is expected. Take large Quanti- 
ties of Mynſicht's Elixir of Vitriol, half a 
& large Spoonful in half a Pint of Spring 
Water, three or four times a Day; or of 
% Eator's Styptick. Take of the Plaiſter De 
Minio, and the Rupture-Plaiſter, each a 
like Quantity ; two or three Drams of the 
«© Loadfſtone, finely powdered : Put this to 
<<. the Reins of the Back, avoiding all Meats 
* or Dtinks that any way heat or inflame 
e the Blood.“ | 

Where Nature 1s wanting, uſe the follow- 
ing Recapt: © LOT : 
Take Salt of Steel one Ounce, Extract | 
«© of Rue; make theſe into Pills: Take one 
«© going to Bed, and another in the Morn- 
«© ing: So increaſe, till you take five Pills 
„Night and Morning, drinking three or 
% four Spoonfuls of the Julep preſcribed in 
«© the Convulſive Aſthma ; or take Myn- rr 
c ficht*'s T incture of Steel, and Elixir Pro- co 
* prietatis, each a like 8 Of this 
& you may take a large Spoonful in half a 
«© Pint of Spring Water, firſt in the Morn- 
“ ing, and at Five in the Afternoon, for a 
Month: Wear a Galbanum Plaiſter to your 
« Navel. The Pills and Juleps in the Con- 
vulſive Aſthma, taken and repeated every I. 
« two or three Hours, when the Symptoms Hor 
are at the higheſt, ſoon put a Stop to them. St 

5 e The 


_ 


La 


« 
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n, The Indians at the Molucco Iſland, and the 
of Ladies at Smyrna, often take Quick- ſilver, 
ti- as a Remedy againſt Barrenneſs. An Ounce 
fa may be taken once a Day for a Month or 
ng . two. 
of N. B. The Doctor argues with a great deal of 


Judgment on this Diſtemper, and his Preſerip- 
lions are no lefs to the Purpoſe, containing every 
hing that is proper to trengthen the Nerves. 


1 th. the. "2 . 


| GREEN-SICKNESS, 0 
Chloroſis. 


His Dan is incident tö the Fe 


or Sex only; and that for the moſt part 
in in the Time of their Virginity. This for- 
yn- ierly appeared near the uſual Time of the 
ro- coming of the Menſtrua: But ſince Mothers 
his have been ſo fooliſhly deſirous for nice Shapes 
fa for their Children, and in their tender Years, 


rn- have laced them ſo very ſtrait, they have not 
ra only brought this Diſtemper on more early, 
dur but cauſed great Crookedneſs and Deformity 
on- of Body. To go further; it ſo depraves the 
ery Juices of the Stomach, that the true Appetiti- 
ms ons of Nature are wholly loſt; for what good 
m. Stomach would chooſe to eat Leather of old, 
"he | Trunks, 


6 5 
Trunks, Woollen or Linen Rags, Cork, Nut- 
ſhells, and almoſt every Thing that a healthy 
Stomach would nauſeate? 

This Diftemper is attended with apart Pains 
in the Stomach, Shortneſs of Breath, with an 
Averſion to all manner of Motion. For thel 
Reaſons, one would think all Mothers ſhould 
becomeavowed Enemies to lacing their Daugh- 
ters, *till they are about twelve Years old, at 

\ ſooneſt ; ® and not to act as if that wiſe Being, 
who formed us ſo perfect in the Womb, was 
ignorant how to model and ſhape us while we 
are growing to Years of Maturity. 


The ill Conſequences that daily attend this \ 
Practice, might be thought ſufficient to deter 8 
Parents from it. f 


Let Mankind take a View of baibarows 
Countries, as I have done ; contemplate thoſe 
People, where God and Nature have only 
been: Obſerve in what Order and Deli 
their Muſcles are placed; how ſtrong their 
Bodies; how taper their Limbs. There are 


no full Shoulders, nor gummy Thighs or Legs, b 
nor any Deformity: All Parts are conſpicuous, 

ſince the Natives have no more Cloathing, than G 

what our F irſt Parents had during the ſhort n 
8 . 

: kf V 

/t 

*The Dogor avg, that one of the beſt Remedies d 

for this Diſtemper, is to give the Patient every Morning _ 

half an Ounce of Quick. filver, and continue the ſame a 

Doſe every Day for a Fortnight or three Weeks; it opens © 


; all OR, and makes a pure Balſom of the. Blood, 


(49) 


Time of their Innocence. In ſome Places, they 


have not ſo much as a Fig- Leaf to conceal the 


Diſtinctions of either Sex. 

The Reader muſt pardon a ſhort Digreſ- 
ſion: Since Mention has been made of Mothers, 
I can't but obſerve, how religiouſly they re- 


ftrain their Children from eating green Fruit, 


from a Notion that. it breeds Worms : How- 
ever ſingular I may appear in my Opinion, I 
hold the contrary to be true; green Fruit be- 
ing rather a great Deſtroyer of Vermin. | 
"Mm £ Fruits that breed Worms ; for 
it is manifeſt all animal Corruption turns to 
Vermin; and the fame in vegetable Putrefacti- 
on. Now ripe Fruits being the laſt Fermenta- 
tion of Perfection, or rather the firſt of Putre- 
faction, the Vermicular Ovaria muſt be very 
henry which, when recived in a depraved 
tomach, may prove as proper a Nidus for 
their Vivification, as the Corruption in which 
they are inveloped. ERIN 
The moſt offenſive and moſt dangerous of 
all Species of Vermin, are not viſible to the 
naked Eye. pon | 5 
For ſome Years laſt paſt, I have not. ſo ea 
ſily aſſented to ſeveral received Opinions in 
natural Philoſophy, as many others have done, 
who are ready Furare in verba alicujus Magi- 
ſtri, but have thoroughly weighed and conſi- 


dered them fo far as to be convinced, that the 


are, for the Generality, falſe: I ſhall ſet down - 
one vulgar Error more. | 
5 5 TA 


{ 
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*Tis a generally received Notion, | nay, - 


ven amongęſt many Gentlemen of the Faculty, 


that Quickſilver is Po fo 1 : If ſuch Perſons are 


not aſhamed of their being no better natural 
Philoſophers, I have no Reaſon to be under 


Confuſion of Face for them. 
Yheir Opinion is a Sign they have travelled 


far at home. 


Let them take a Trip to Hungary, and vi- 
ſit the Mines where the Quickſilver is dug 3 ; 
they may there ſee Slaves working entirely 
naked, to prevent the ſtealing this 2 


Jelly of Metals, as it may be called; 
every Day ſwallow ſo much that they buy” . 


Choppin of Drink with ir at Night, 

Several Phyſicians have enquired of my Pa- 
tients, To what End do I give it ? Wherein 
can the Efficacy or Power of it conſiſt ? If they 
do not know, what follows may ſerve for In- 


7 ſtruction. 


Firſt, it ſecures the Patient from all Ver- 
micular Diſeaſes; of which no Practitioner can 
be ſufficiently appriſed, that has not Ipent ſome 
Time in hot Climates. 

Next, it opens all Obſtructions, which are ſup- 
poſed to be another general Cauſe of Diſeaſes, 

Laſtly, it makes a pure Balſam of the Blood 
beyond all other Things in the Creation, O- 
therwiſe, why cannot Venereal Ulcers be cured 


without it? We often ſee thoſe Sores in a Sa- 


| livation grow well without the Help of a Sur- 


geon. 5 


1 de ſire 


9 
I deſire to know, Why IT am called the 
Quickſilver Doctor, by way of Deriſion? Pray 
do not you, Gentlemen Phy ſicians, Surgeons, 
and Apothecaries, preſcribe it almoſt every Day. 
of your Lives? I aver, you do. Only you dif- 
8 it; and I give it in ſuch an open honeſt 
anner, that my Patient cannot be deceived 
in taking it. Let me aſk you, What is your 


Ethiops Mineral? Is it not Quickfilver ground 


to a black Powder, with Brimſtone? and in as 
great Eſteem with you as any of your Medi- 
cines? A very ingenious Phyſician ſays, This 
is like ſtriking a Man with your Sword in the 
Scabbard z and were it poſſible to have found a 
worſe Menſtruum than Sulphur, I da not know 
whether it ought not even then to have been 
tried, Certainly this Medicine ſhews a more 
than common Virtue, which can thus power- 
fully exert it ſelf, when bound down by ſo 


. contrary a Quality. 


A Patient of mine, a Gentleman of Repu- 
tation and Figure, was lately taking of Quick- 
ſilver by my Direction. He told me, one of 
the . eminent Phyſicians here in Town, faid 

he was very ſorry to hear that I had put him 
under a Courſe of Quickſilver, and affirmed ir 
to be the moſt dangerous Medicine in the whole 


World; adviſing him by all means to leave it 


off. When this Gentleman at the ſame time 
was intimately acquainted with a Perſon, who 
had the ſame Indiſpoſition with his own, and 
had Quickſilver preſcribed him by this very 
„ Wk T 


(52) 
Doctor. He told me, beſides, in what Manner 
he gave it; which a Man who had ſtudied 
Phyſick only a Month, would have thought 
no {mall Reflection upon his Judgment. I wiſh 


my Patient would have given me his Name, it 
ſhould have been put down in Words at full 


Length, for the general Good of Mankind. 


[ Read the Second Part of the Hoſpital Surgeon, 
of the Nature and Virtues of Quickſilver, ] 


Belloſt, the Author of this Book, calls it 
the Miracle of Nature, and the greateſt Gift 


of God in the whole Materia Medica. 


I appeal to the Reader, if ſuch a Perſon as 
J lately mentioned, deſerves the Title of Doc- 
tor. As for my Part, though I am but a poor 
Batchelor in Phyſick, I ſhall for ever ſcorn ſo 


mean, ſo diſhonourable a Behaviour. 3 


But concerning the Uſe of Quickſilver, ſee 


the following Paragraphs taken out of the 


Writings of two learned Phyſicians, which 


will convince the World that I am not ſingle 
min the good Opinion I have of Quickſilver. 


] have found the continual Ute of ZEthi- 
% ops Mineralis to be not only ſafe, but al- 
Mays effectual; which is generally poſtpon- 
ed to the other Preparations of Mercury 
upon this Account only, becauſe it is the 
„ moſt eaſily prepared of them all. Thus the 


Operation of Quickſilver holds univerſally 


% the fame ; which, however conſtant it may 
** be, hinders not yet in the leaſt, but that 
| _ 55 Quickſilver 
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Quickſilver may be endowed alſo with o- 


ther Properties; for it not only opens ob- 
ſtructed Veſſels, but alſo as conſtantly blunts 


the Points of Acids. | 


s Friend's Emenologia, Chap. xiv. 


« In ZXthiops Mineral, and Cinnabar of 
Antimony, the Mercury is ſo bridled up 
by the Sulphur, that none of their ſenſible 
Operations and Appearances are felt, white 
they produce wonderful Changes in the 

y. I cannot paſs over Æthiops Mineral 


«« without preſſing its more univerſal Uſe there- 
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in, for ought I know, than it has yet had 
in common Practice. It is one of the moſt 
certain and univerſal Alteratives, if doſed 


ſufficiently, and long enongh perſiſting in, 


of all the Pitpenſatory. It radically extir- 
pates the Itch, Piles, ſcorbutic and ſcro- 
phulous Ul-ers. All cutaneous Fouln-MF« + 


«li Inflamm a. i ns and Fluxions of the Eyes; 


all internal Ulcers, Rheumatiims, » 
Swellings, _— Humours in the Stomach _ 
and Guts; and almoſt all Diſtempers ari- 


ſing from ſizy Juices; I ſay it cures theſe, } 


if Art can do it. It may be given almoſt to 
half an Ounce a Day, eſpecially with inter- 
ſperſed Mercurial Purges, without Trouble, 
or any ſenſible Operation, and may be con- 
tinued a T welvemonth, if one pleaſes. I 1 
have had frequent Occaſion of trying the 
ZEchiops in different Caſes, ſince the firſt 
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Edition of my Treatiſe, and never with- 

* out Succeſs. Amongſt others, I tried it up- 
on a Perſon of an exceeding groſs corpu- 

d lent Habit, who had paſſed the Meridian 

of Life, for a n foul, ſcorbutic 

tf © Ulcer, which had affected the whole Ancle, 


cc 
cc 


For more than a Span Length quite round, 

* and was pretty deep in the Outſide. ” ol 
bi ** Hetook three Drams, made up with Syrup er 
tt © of Lemons, twice a Day for four Months W. 
( ſüucceſſively, and a gentle Mercurial Purge. 
tf ** once in ten Days: This, with a low cool ro 
| Diet, and proper Dreflings, | healed it quite E 
up, when it was generally thought, ſcarce th 
any Medicine, eſpecially ſo eaſy a one, if 
e would ever finiſh ſuch a Cure in ſuch a P 
| © Conſtitution. The ZEthiops was taken Ol 
without ever Diſguſt, Trouble, or Inter- to 
N ruption of Buſineſs ; and it was obſervable, fl 
ö © ( and it is for the fake of this Obſervation 3 

e chiefly that I mention this Inſtance,) that te 


„the very Zthiops itſelf, after the Body O 
had been fully a eu with it, in two I th 
Months Time, forced itſelf through the 

„ ſound Part of the Leg and Chin, and hi 


& ſtuck to thoſe Parts of the Plaiſter that co- of 
e vered them, in its proper Subſtance and | 
„Colour; which ſhews how readily this Me- ci. 


«* dicine paſſes through the ſmall Veſſels of pl 
„ the Glands. This very Method never fails B. 
4 to cure Opthalmia's, even ſcrophulous ones; th 
band is a moſt certain Remedy in an be of 

"a 5 6c O 
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ol the Bladder, as I have always found, if 


given in a ſufficient Doſe, and perſiſted in 
“ a ſyulcient. im 1 1 


Cheyne's Eſſay on the Gent» 
| Edit." 2. pag. 48, &c. 
Much may be faid to ſhew the Impoſſibility 
of Quickſilver doing any Damage to the Pati: 
ent; what gives offence, to Nature, is what 
we term Spiculæ, Points or Edges. + Now, 
Quickſilver always retaining a globular Figure, 
together with the Sofinels of its Body, no 
Harm can happen from the Ute ot; it; only 
this I would adviſe the Patient, that he get a 
ſmall Crucible, put into it the Quantity of a 


Piſtol-Bullet of Quickſilver, ſet che Crucible 
on the Fire, i! any of the ſoft Metals are put 


to it, they will remain, and the Quickſilver 
fly off. Note, a Pound of Lead coſts two 
Pence, and a Pound of Quickſilver eight or 
ten Shillings; the Profit that ariſes may be one 
Cauſe of its Adulteration, and another to bring 


the Medicine into Diſrepute. 


But let him take particular Care not to hang 
his Head over it, for the Effluvia are a Poiſon 
of the moſt ſubtile Nature. | 

Nov, does any Thing ſo uſeful, ſo benefi- 
cial to Mankind, deſerve to be fo much ex- 


| Ploded, and treated with ſo. much Calumny ? 


But amongſt all their falſe Inſinuations, let. 
them bring one ſingle Inſtance, well atteſted,, 
of the Damage any one has received from it. 

748 > Row" Though 
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Though I believe there never was a Medicine 
| given, but fometimes has proved not only de- 
| trimental to the Patient, but even Death itfelf 


|. 
f 
N 


bas enſued, eſpecially when miſapplied: Wit- 
neſs the ſo much celebrated Gaſes Powder, 
| which occaſions yearly the Loſs of many thou- 
fand Subjects to the Crown. I aver, Quick- 

Klver never did any Harm to the Patient, 
| which is more than can be ſaid of any other 
Medicine. 1 BG f 

There is another prevailing Opinion, That 
Acids are the Cav of almoſt all Diſeaſes : 
Whereas they are not liable to Corruption, 


F 


| out any Contamination ; nor can they be the 
| Cauſe of any Fever, becauſe they are the 
greateſt Coolers we know of, neither can they 
be the Cauſe of any cutaneous Eruption; be- 
cauſe I know by Experience (as I could bring 
many to teſtify) that they are a very power- 


ful and efſectual Remedy againſt ſuch Diſtem- 


78. 8 | | 
721 know no Method more proper than what 
| is laid down in the foregoing Chapter, to re- 
ſtore Nature when it is in a declining State. 
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KNd's-EvII, er Scrofula. 
Vs either Hereditary, or Accidentat ; is feat- 


ed in the Blood, and uſually deſcends to 
tne Children, if either of the Parents ever 


had it. | 2 
1 | IE This 
** 


| therefore muſt keep the Fluids pure, and with- 


. Ee Cry ee ag: 
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T 
This Dilnis is ſeldom met with, by in 
ung People. It generally a rs firſt in 

oak Glands of the Throat, . Swel- 4 

lings of a livid Colour; flow in coming to a 

Maturation, bearing the Touch without much 

Uneaſineſs, being attended with leſs Pain 

and Soreneſs, than any other Ulcer of what 

Kind ſoever. | | 
The Accidental proceeds from any old 

Ulcer that has been long in curing or from 

any Inflammation of the Eyes, which I have 

obſerved in a very ſhort Time to become 

ſcrofulous. . 
The Hands, Feet, or any other Part may 


be affected with it. Before the Patient comes 


to be twenty-five Years of Age, tis rare but 
this Diſtemper naturally wears off. I was 
ſome Years ſince called to a Merchant's Son 


in this City, about fix Years old: He had 


this Diſeaſe, in a violent Degree, in his pri- 
vate Parts, which were ſwelled to a prodgious 
Size ; and at the fame Time, afflicted with no 
leſs than ſeven Ulcers ; I ordered him a Diet 
Drink ; upon taking of which, the Swelling 
abated, and the Ulcers grew well, without 
any other Application than dry Lint. 

The Spring following, this Diſtemper threat- 
ned a Return; but upon the Repetition of the 
Diet-drink, he was perfectly recovered. 


* 


Q's LEES 


a (53) 
A Receipt to. cure the Evil. 


125 Take Mercurius Dulcis one Dram, An- 
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timony revived half a Dram : You may 
give of this Medicine three, four, or five 
Grains, according to the Age or 5 70 
of the Patient. Take this twice a Wee 


In the intermediate "InP uſa the Diet- 
Drink . 


The Diet-Dyink. 


7 Take of the Leaves of Senna half. a 


Pound, the Root of Monks Rheubarb ſe- 


ven 1 the Roots of the ſHarp- pointed 
Dock, the Roots of Polypody of the Oak, 


of eh four Ounces, —4 Roots of Mirc- 
rion, three Ounces and a half, Rue leav'd, 


Whitlow-Graſs, three Handſuls, Kinds of 
Oranges cried, fix Ounces, crude Anti- 
mony, groſly powder*d, one Pound: Slice 


and bruife theſe, then put them in a Bag, 


and boil them in four Gallons and a half 
of midling Drink to three Gallons: Take 


half a Pint every, Morning, encreaſing or 
leſſening the Doſe, according to its Ope- 
ration. By this very Method, If cu- 
red great Numbers.“ 

N. B. I have known ſeveral that were 3 


by the Doctor, by theſe Preſcriptions; and where 
br they were applied, I bave got * one Patient 
| fail of a Cure. 
4 5 
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 ELEPHANTIASIS. 


HE worſt, and moſt obſtinate of cuta- 

a neous Diſeaſes: *Tis Vermicular. 
This Species of Eruption does not always 
appear the ſame; ſometimes it breaks our like 
fmall Boils of ſeveral Colours; ſome yellow, 
ſome again white, and others of a livid Com- 
plexion, This laſt Sort ſometimes brings off 
the Patient's Nails. I had a Gentfewoman, 
in this Town, in this miſerable Condition; 
yet, in a ſhort Time, ſhe was perfectly well. 
In ſome, this Diſtemper appears in an infinite 
Number of Water-bladders, from whence iſ- 
ſues great Quantities of a ſalt briny Matter, 
of ſo corroſive a Quality, that where it falls, 
it excoriates. Salivation, in theſe Caſes, has 


been tried without Succeſs 3 yet the Diſtem - - * 


per yields to Remedies in no reſpect violent. | 


ES | 
4 


— K — 
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LePRosy of the Greeks, or 
Lepra Græcorum. 


HIS appears in a broad white Scale, 
ſurrounded with a ſmall Circle of Red, 

but almoſt even with the Skin; which, as 
People grow in Years, for the moſt part gets. 
e | Ground ; 


* 
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Ground; ſo that in Proceſs of Time the Pa- 
tient becomes very uneaſy. This Diſeaſe is 
rarely. cured, becauſe the Nature of it is for 
the moſt part miſtaken, by reaſon Phyſicians 
ſuppoſe it to proceed from an acid Quality in 
the Fluids : For which Reaſon, they pour in 


Alkalious Remedies of all Sorts, which only 


add to the Matter of the Diſeaſe. Now, if 


any Perſon deſires to be ſatisfied of this Miſ- 


take, I will venture to give ſuch Proof of it, 


as ſhall be convincing from the Experience of 


'14 


to Cold Bathing in this Caſe ? The [raelites 
were famous for an itchy ſcabby People; and 


Fo 
q 


many Learned Men, that there is no Acid of 
any Kind in the Fluids; as Pitcairn ſays, the 
famous Mr. Boyle aſſerts. Sir John Colebatch's 
Experiment with the Syrrup of Violets, 1s ſuf- 


ficient, to go no farther. Doctor Borebaave is 


in the ſame Way of Thinking. 5 
But why ſhould Men of Art be fo averſe 


the only Remedy we find they made uſe of, 


was Immerſion in cold Water. 


Phyſicians object, That the Immerſion in 


cold Water, in cutaneous Caſes, has often 
- thrown this corrupt Matter on the ' Lungs, 
and cauſed Conſumptions. If they can make 


his appear from one ſingle Inſtance, it may 
give ſome Satisfaction as to what they aſſert; 
though it will be far from proving their Con- 
cluſion to be true. What they ſay of Cold 
Bathing, 1s tet different from what I have 
experienced 12 
of Ihiaking. 


ractice, and from my Way 


Upon 
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VD pon the Patient's Immerſing in the moſt 
intenſe cold Water that can poſſibly be found, 
all the Heat is flung from the Surface of the 
Body, into its moſt inward Parts; when the 
Patient comes out, the Heat returning from 
whence it came, performs its Motion with 

that Elaſticity and Force, that it fills the 
Skin with vaſt Numbers of cutaneous Spots.; 
by which the Blood becomes much finer, and 
thoſe corrupt Parts of the Fluids are diſcharged. 
For the Truth of this, I appeal to every one 
that immerſes in very cold Water. ES 

It may be farther preſumed, That whereas 
the Patient often complains of flying Pains in 
the Muſcles, which occaſion a great Inabili- 
ty to Motion. This Diſorder, generally ſpeak- 
ing, is cauſed from Wind, blowing up the 
Muſcles beyond their due Tenſion : In which 
Caſe, they will receive Benefit, not only from 
the cold Quality of the Water, but more from 
the Weight of it, which preſſes the Muſcles 
into their due Places; fo that you find your 
ſelf inſtantly fitter for Motion. —_— 

In ſome Parts of Aſia, as ſoon as any one 
complains of Pains in their Muſcles, and Bones. 
their Friends immediately throw them on the 
Ground, and kneel on them; at length, by © 
1 their Muſcles, they are ſenſible of Re- 
ief. | 

I have dwelt the longer on this Head, becauſe 
I would have Cold Bathing grow as univerſal, 
as I hope Inoculation in a ſhort Time will do. 


And 
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And now] have mentioned Innoculation, I 

ſhould think it unpardonable, if I ſhould take 
no Notice of her Majeſty, as a great Promot- 
er and Encourager of this Practice. I believe 
the World will readily allow me, that her Ma- 
jeſty is as much ſuperior in her Underſtanding 
to the Generality of her Sex, as ſhe 1s ſuperi- 
or to them in that Station in which Providence 
ſo happily, for Mankind, has placed her. How 
many are there that are ready to run into, any 
Mode or Faſhion, tho? never ſo extravagant, 
if it has but the Sanction of the Great ! Let 
ſuch, on this Occaſion, imitate their Queen. 


Is it poſſible, they can be ſolicitous in Matters 


_ ofa trifling Nature, and ſhew little or no Re- 
gard to what is of infinite Tmportance to Man- 
kind? Inoculation is as beneficial an Invention 
in every Reſpect, as either this Age, or any 
of the preceding ones have produced: Jet, 


what is very ſurprizing, it meets with little: 


Encouragement from the Ladies. Is Beauty, 
that arrives to ſuch a Perfection in an Engliſh 
Climate, of ſo little Importance, that it is be- 
neath our Care ? at .miſerable Havock, 
what terrible Changes has this one Diſtemper 
produced in the moſt lovely and amiable Part 
bf the Creation? The Ladies may poſſibly 

ſmile to hear a Man of Seventy uſe ſuch warm 
Expreſſions, but will venture to fay with Mr, 
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Old as I am, for Ladies Love unt, 
The Power of Beauty I remember yet. 


I therefore lament the ſmall and inconſiderabſe 
Progreſs which Inoculation has as yet made in 
Great Britain. ; „ 

As to that ridiculous Aſperſion ſome People 
have caſt upon it, by calling it a Tempting of. 
God, and bringing Diſeaſes upon ourſelves ©. 
This, to a thinking Perſon, muſt appear fo 
frivolous, that it ſcarcely deferves an Anſwer, 

Is there one ſingle Paſſage in the whole facred 
Writings, that reſtrains Mankind from anti- 
cipating an Evil, by makingule of the proper 
Precautions for preventing it? If theſe ſerupu- 
lous Gentlemen, whoſe Conſciences were not 
always ſo ſtrait-laced, will produce me but 
one Hage Inſtance of an abſolute Prohibition 
from Things of this Nature, I will readily 
acquieſce, and willingly retract my Error. I 
beg my Reader's Pardon for ſo long a Digreſſi- 

on ; but I hope, the Importance of the Sub-- 
ject will ſufficiently atone for it. I can aſſure 
them, what has been ſaid on this Occaſion, is 
not from any View to my own private Inte- 
reſt, but merely out of Regard to the general 
Good af Maak. fe 
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N. B. What the Doctor here mentions con- 
cerning Cold Bathing in cutaneous Caſes, is un- 
doubtedly of great Uſe ; but as he immediately 
7 falls into high Recommendations of Innoculating 

the Small Pox, I cannot avoid diſſenting from 
= F464 3 Win SEE. en 
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his Opinion in that Affair, becauſe many of my 


'  Acquaintance have died who underwent the Ope- 
ration, and many more may ſuffer by the like 
Experiment. | 
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BranNy ITCH, or Pruritus 


Farinus. 


1 Sort of Eruption is much like Bran, 
from whence it takes it Name. Tis 
pretty univerſal, ſpreading all over the Body 
and Limbs, but is much eaſter cured than ei 
ther of the former. 7 
Tis cured by the ſame Method with the 
Leproſy of the Greeks ; that is, by Bathing, 
frequently in Cold Water. 120 576 
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Ir cH or Pruritus. 


HIS is r een c n the ous 
taneous Dane very much. infeſt- 
ing the Sea-Coaſts of England, Scotland and 


Ireland ; and is very contagious. It is cauſed 
generally by Filthineſs, and feeding much up- 
on Fiſh, This, even the illetarate allow to | 
vermicular. In hot Climates I have ſeen the 
Vermin 
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Vermin moving in the Puſtles. The Reme- 
dies which are uſed, undeniably prove the 
Diſeaſe to be very vermicular ; for all Mercu- 
rial Ointments and Waſhes, nay, a Quickſil- 
ver Girdle, are the common Remedies; and 
we know nothing that fo infallibly deſtroys 
Worms as Mercury, ſoa 
Note, While theſe are applied ontwardly, 
Flower of Brimſtone taken inwardly belps much 


10 forward the Cure. 


I ſhall now proceed to give a Deſcription. 
of moſt of the Acute Diſeaſes amongſt us, as 
I have done of the Chronic ; except a Lethar- 
gy, which proceeds from too moiſt a Brain,, 
and needs no Deſcription. „ 

A waſh to cure the Ir ch. 

© Take one Quart of Spring Water, diſſolve 
in it one Dram of Sublimate, Cream of Tar- 
tar, half an Ounce : Waſh the Puſtles over 
with this at Night going to Bed: Change 
your Linnen, and three Nights, at fartheſt, 
you ſhall be well. *Tis neceſſary, at leaſt, to 
_ purge. I likewiſe recommend Bleeding, 

Note, This Walſh is of ſo — 4 — and 
of ſo great Efficacy in Cure of this Diſtemper, 
2 many Pans cheat London get tolerable 
Livelihoods by it. , OR 
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PLA CVE, or Peſtis. 


5 
SHALL begin with what the Learned 
_ Dr, Millis ſays of it. Natura peſtis miaſ- 
mate virulento & ſpirituali ſundatur, a quo Effin-. 
via vaporoſa quaque verſus diffuſa adeo potenter 
ſe explicant, ut vel ex minimo ſeminario feracem 
mortis & exitii ſegetem cito propagent. © 
By this he only defigned to deſcribe after 


what Maner the Infection is conveyed; which 
ſeems very reaſonable. Take the Deſcription 


of this D iſtemper as follows: 
It begins as all other Fevers do, with In- 
termiſſions of Heat and Cold; the Symptoms 
are higher than in any other Fever; intenſe 
Thirſt, violent Vomitings, Pains in the Head, 
Back, Joints, and all over the Muſcles, a to- 
tal Failure and Proſtration of all Strength and 
Ability; as if there was, as in Reality there is, 
a general Mortification of all the Fluids enſu- 
Ng, | | 
| he Appearances, which come on in a few 
Hours, are what we call Petechiæ, or black 
Spots; with a Bubo or Inflammatory Swelling 
in the Groin, or ſome other of the Emuncto- 
ries. ; 
This Diſeaſe is very ſoon at a Criſis, in 
three 


. 
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three or four Days at the fartheſt, but gene- 
rally ſooner. e SS SOOT 29177 SOSA 

When we took the two Cities of Guaiaquil, 
under the Line, in the South-Seas it happened, 
that not long before the Plague had raged a- 
mongſt them. For our beeter Security there- 
fore, and keeping our People together, we iay 
in their Churches; and likewiſe brought thi- 
ther the Plunder of the Cities: We were very 
much annoyed with the Smell of dead Bodies. 
Theſe Bodies could hardly be ſaid to be buri- 
ed; for the Spaniards abroad uſe no Coffins, 
but throw ſeveral dead Bodies one upon ano- 
ther, with only a Draw-Board over them; fo 
that *tis no Wonder we received the Infection. 

In a very few Days after we got on Board, 
one of the Surgeons came to me to acquaint |. 
me, that ſeveral of my Men were taken af- 
ter a violent Manner with that Languor of 
Spirits, that they were not able to move. I 
immediately went among them, and, to my 
great Surprize, ſoon diſcerned what was the 
Matter. In leſs than forty eight Hours we 
had in our ſeveral Ships one Ne and eighty 
Men in this miſerable Condition. 

T ordered the Surgeons to bleed them in 
both Arms, and to go round to them all, with 
Command to leave them bleeding till all were 
blooded, and then come and tie them up in 
their Turns, Thus they lay bleeding and faint- 
ing, ſo long, that I could not conceive they could 
loſe leſs than an hundred Ounces each Man. 


It 
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I we had loſt fo great a Number of our 
People, the poor Remains muſt infallibly have 
periſhed. I began to conſider, that the Plague 
was no more than a Fever of the moſt exalted 
Kind; and ſo Duro huic nodo durior adbuc cu- 
neus adbibendus. A Fever we define to be Aucta 
ſanguinis Fermentatio ſanguini & humoribus in- 
dufta. .The only Intention of Healing, muſt 
be to abate that preternatural Fermentation, 
and reſiſt Putrefaction, which muſt be by large 
Quantities of cooling and diluting Liquors. 
| We had on Board Oil and Spirits of Vitriol 
ſufficient ; which I cauſed to be mixed with Wa- 
ter to the Acidity of a Lemon, and made them 
drink very freely of it; fo that notwithſtand- 
ing we had one hundred and eighty odd down 
in this moſt fatal Diſtemper, yet we loſt no 
more than ſeven. or eight; and even theſe ow- 
ed theis Deaths to the ſtrong Liquors which 
their Meſs-Mates procured for them. 

They had all Spots, which jn the great 
Plague they call Tokens ; few or none of the 
' Spamards eſcaped Death that had them; but 
my People had them, and Buboes too. 


Now, if we had had Recourſe to Alexiphar- 


micks, ſuch as Venice Treacle, Diaſcordium, 


Mithridate, and ſuch like good-for-nothing Ill. 
Compoſitions, or the moſt celebrated Gaſcoin's Wi 
Powder, or Bezoar, J make no Queſtion at 


all, 


(6) 
ur all, conſidering the Heat of the Climate, but 
ve we had loſt every Man.“ . 
ue Dis ſurprizing to me that Phyſicians can 
ed read fo many Authors, and overlook the moſt 
4. EE rcaſonable Rules for the Good and Preſerva- 
7, tion of Mankind, and imbibe Principles, 
in- which, were it not for fear of giving Offence, 
aſt I ſhould ſay, are contrary to Common Senſe ; 
n, I ſhall inſtance in one more remarkable than all 
ge {che Reſt. | | 
78. The firſt Axiom that is laid down by Ri- 
jo! N verius in his Theraputic Part of his Inſtitutes, 
a- is, Omnis curandi Methodus a primo hoc & ge- 
-m neraliſſimo principio deſumitur, contraria contra- 
d- vriis curantur. 15 8 
vn Calen ſays, No Rule in the Mathematicks 
no is more certain than this. I have had more 
w- than Forty Eight Years Experience to back 
ch this Aſſertion, and in the worſt Climates. 
Read the Man whoſe Reaſon was much 
at [ſuperior to mine, the honeſt and good Dr. 
he ¶Sydenbam, and fee if the Rule above was no 
ut his Guide. g | 


oy many noted Authors, who lived in the Time of the 
8 great Plague in London, that by the Uſe of Alexipharmicks 
1.S leveral Hundreds were cured, and this proved of no leſs 
at Advantage to the People of Mar/cilles, when that Place 


was lately intected with that direful Diſtemper ; but indeed 
he Doctor's Scene was near the Line, where Alexiphar- 
micks could not be altogether ſo beneficial as in our cooler 
Climates, | 1 | 

Sennertus 


* The Doctor is againſt the Uſe of Alexipharmicks for the 


Plague in violent Hot Countries; yet we are well aſſured, 


N 
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Sennertus alſo in his Inſtitutes ſays, Quicguid 
curatur curatur cont raris, | 
This very Rule has been ſo lictle regarded, 
that a Phyſician of this Town offered to lay 
Five Hundred Pounds with me, that I did not 

roduce ſuch an Axiom; but as he grew 

cooler, he thought better of it. By this it ap- 

rs, how. little Notice is taken of the moſt 
uſeful Rules in the Art of Healing. 

If it ſhould pleaſe God to afflict us with this 
Diſeaſe, ſome Perſons muſt be under no ſmall 
Concern to procure a ſufficient Quantity of 
Cantharides; for if it ſnould ſo happen that 
People went to their Graves with whole Skins, 
then the moſt ſovereign Remedy would be o- 
mitted. Now this great Catholicon does not 
only poiſon and inflame the Fluids, but draws 
off the purer Part of the Blood; which is the 
Serum. By this Practice the Maſs becomes 
more grumous and thick, ſo that Circulation 
is impeded, and the Patient ſuffocated : Where. 


as, if there was Care taken to dilute. and thin 


the Maſs of Blood, Circulation would be much 
eaſier maintained, and by this Means prevent 
Death. An eminent Phyſician was asked, How 
Bliſter ing came ſo much in Faſhion ? He an- 
ſwered, They had it from the Indians. But I, 
that have ſeen more Indians than all the Phy- 


ſicians in England, deny that the Indians ever 


make uſe of Bliſters. They do often cauteriſe; 
and in all Fevers amongſt them they cover 


the Patients over in the Sands, till they are 
in 


9 


in a profuſe Sweat, and then throw them into 


the Cold Water, by whi 
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they be- 


come well. 5 
I ſhould be glad to know if Dr. Radcliff 
ever uſed this inhuman” Method of Bliſtering, 
as it is now in Vogue, I ſhould be glad to know 


likewiſe, if there is any Authority from any of 


our moſt approved Authors for ſuch a Practice. 
The honeft Dr. Sydenham calls Bliſtering, Hu- 
mano corio ludere. Dr. Baynard would fay, That 
as Belzebub ſignifies a Fly in the Hebrew Lan- 
guage, that the Devils were nothing but great 
Cantharides. We ſhould likewiſe be at a Loſs 
for Bezoar, that N 
cut out of the Paunches, Galls, and Bladders 
of ſome of the naſtieſt Creatures in Being, as 
Guananoes, a monſtrous Beaſt between à Ca- 
mel and a He Goat, black Cattle, Hogs, 
Goats, and an ugly Animal they call Pacos 
D'la Tierra, Monkeys, Porcupines, and all 
no WE , ß TN Ns 
Of this T have been credibly informed by 
Perſons of the beſt Reputation, both in the 
Eaſt and Weſt Indies. tt 8 6858 
We in Diſſections too often find in the Galls - 
and Bladders of Human Bodies great Quanti- 
ties of Stones, Which doubtleſs may as well 
ſerve for Bezoar, as the diſeaſed Matter of 
the afore- mentioned Beaſts. They for the moſt 
Part dying with theſe ſeveral Sorts of Stones, 
as by Experience tis daily ſeen we do. 


SPOTTED. 


petrified Matter of Diſeaſe oY 


8 


— — 


— — 


— AR. 


8 1 . 1 4 4 * * 2 11 


SPOTTED FEVER, or Febris 
Peſtilentialis. 


1 TJ HIS begins like the Plague, excepting 
2 | | that all the Symptoms are leſs violent. 
Igntermiſſions of Hear and Cold, Vomiting, 
1 great Pains in the Head, Back, Limbs, 
b. | Toints, and all the Muſcles, intenſe "Thirſt. 
lhbe firſt Criſis is the Petechiæ, or black Spots. 
If the Patient ſurvives this fatal Diſeaſe, the 
laſt Criſis, which we define to be Subita & re- 
pentina mutatio in morbo facta vel ad ſalutem vel 
ad mortem divergens, is ſeldom before the ſe- 
venteenth or twenty-firſt Day. | | a] 
About thirty-ſeven Years ſince this Fever at 
raged much in Briſtol, ſo that I vifited from 
twenty-five to thirty Patients a Day for a con- 
ſiderable Time, beſides their r Children ti 
taken into their Workhouſe, where I engaged th 
myſelf, for the Encouragement of ſo good th 
and charitable an Undertaking, to find them 
Phyſick, and give them Advice at my own Xa 
Expence and Trouble for the two firſt Years. ſW ©* 
All theſe poor Children in general had this 
Fever, yet no more than one died out of the 


whole Number, which was near two hundred. 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall give a particular Inſtance of one Per- 
ſon cured in an uncommon Way. 

One Thomas Hacket, an Apprentice to Mr. 
John Scandret a Grocer in Vine -ſtreet, Briſtel, 
labouring under this fatal Fever, had a vio- 
lent Hemorrage, or Flux of Blood at his Noſe, 
notwithſtanding great Quantities of Blood were 
taken from his Arms, and the moſt cooling 
Medicines adminiſter*'d which could be thought 


g of; yet all proved ineffectual, inſomuch chat 
. there was no room to expect his Life. I or- 
55 dered a large Veſſel to be filled, below Stairs, 
3. with Spring Water. He was carried down in 


t. a Sheet, and put into the Water; he dipp' a 
8. his Head ſeveral Times, upon which the Bleed- 
he ing ſtopped. I believe he might continue in the 
2 Water a Quarter of an Hour; after which 
vel Time he was carried to Bed, only covered with 
ſe- a Sheet. He ſlepped well chat N ight; the Spots 
| all diſappeared 3 he was very well, only weak, 
rer and is now living i in Briſtol, | 

This being of a very high inflammatory 
Nature, it is proper to take away large Quan- 
tities of Blood, giving the Purge delcribed in 
the Gout, every other Day; taking after it, 
the ſame Night, the following Draught. 

% Black-Cherry-Water, Mint- Water, of 
e each one Ounce and a Half; Plague- Wa- 
< ter half an Ounce, Diacodium ten Drams, 
made into a Draught. Of the Days you do 
not purge, take the following: Conferve 
** of Wood-Sorrel, 2 _ and War ROS. 


e 
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of each one Ounce ; Cream of Tartar, and 
«© Tartar vitriolated, of each two Drams ; 
-*6 Syrup of Raſpberries, enough to make it 
s into a fine Electuary. Take the Quantity 


of a Nutmeg at four or five in the After- 
.*© noon, and at Bed-Time, drinking after it 
ea Tea Spoonful of Mynſicth's Elixir of Vi- 


<« trio] in a large Glaſs of Water, keeping the 


Patient very cool, and giving large Draughts 


of cooling and diluting Liquors. 
N. B. The Doctor x us in this, as well 
as in other Caſes, the beſt Tokens to know every 


Diſtemper by, that I have met with, nor are his 
Preſcriptions founded without Reaſon,except, that 
in ſome, I think, they are a little too harſh, but 


there is no arguing againſt Fact, ibis laſt Me- 
bad of Cure is drawn with very good Fudgment. 


n 
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The FLux SMALL-Pox, or 


Voariolæ Confluentes. 


T*% I'S Diſeaſe was, doubtleſs, long be- 


53 fore the Time of Hippocrates, or the 


Divine old Man, as we call him, and yer*tis 

very ſurpriſing he makes no mention of it; 

nor have we any Greet Word for it. k 
There are three Species of this Diſeaſe com- 


| monly known to Phyſicians : The Confluent, 
Anomalous, and Diſtinct. 


1 ſhall 


1 
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IA ſhall venture to ſet down a Fourth Kind, 
which I have obſerved, as different from the 


three former as they are from each other; and 


which may be called the Spotted Kind. 


I ſhall begin with the moſt Fatal of the three 
firſt Sorts, the Confluent Small- Pox. 

This Diſtemper {ſets out in the fame Man- 
ner as other Fevers do, from the Plague to an 
Ague, Intermiſſions of Heat and Cold, Vo- 
mitings, great Thirſt, violent Pains in the 


F 
A 


Head, Back, Sc. But the Phyſician may be 
aſſured where thoſe Lumbago's, or Pains in the 


Back are complained of, let the Fever be of 
any Kind whatſoever, it certainly carries a 
Sting with it, though no Man can ſay what 
Species of Fever it will be before its firſt 
CORK. | BE 
Soon after the Patient is ſeized with this 
Sort of the Small-Pox, the Face and Hands, 
and all Parts of the Body ſhall be very much 


| inflamed, broad red Spots a ppearing; and the 


ſecond or third Day, at fartheſt, there ſhall 


begin to appear an entire Bliſter from Head to 


Foot, often attended with ſpitting Blood, 
bloody Urine, and the like. „ 
One would think from the new- invented 
Way of curing this Diſtemper by Bliſtering, 
(for which no good Reaſon can be given, nor 
do I remember any Authority for it,) that 
this Diſeaſe muſt certainly bring its Remedy 
with it ; for here is a Bliſter from Head to 
Foot, and conſequently this Confluent ages 
| 2 | O | 
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of Small- Pox ought to be leſs dangerous than 
the other two Sorts. But to our great Grief, 


i 


we find this Sort to be more difficult to be 


cured, than either Peſtilential Feyer, or Plague; 
nor does any acute Diſeaſe come up to it for 
Danger, except the fourth Sort of Small-Pox, 
of which I ſhall ſpeak hereafter. | 
It will be neceffary to take Notice of the 
critical Days in this fatal Diſeaſe. There is 
little Mention made of any critical Day in 
this Town but the Ninth, which is no critical 
Day, nor is it poſſible any juſt reckoning can 
be kept by it. Thus, while People are igno- 
rant of the Days of Danger, how can Pro- 
viſion be made againſt them. 

The critical Days we ſhall venture to lay 
are the eighth, the eleventh, the fourteenth, 
the ſeventeenth, and the twenty-firſt, to be 
thus accounted. | | 
If you are ill at ten of the Clock at Night, 
that muſt be called rhe firſt Day, as really it 
is incluſive. 2” 1 TOY 
And ꝛtis thus we reckon Tertian and Quar- 
tan Agues. | | 

Now in Confluent Small-Poxes, if the Pa- 
tient begins to complain at two or three in the 
Morning, there ſhall be broad red Spots ap- 
pear before twelve at Night. Tis evident, the 
critical Days are much protracted by the Cru- 
dity of the Matter; which always happens 
when it appears ſo very ſoon; and by this 


Protraction 


67 
Protraction the laſt critical Day comes to be 
the twenty-firſt. 3p | 75 
»Tis a known Maxim in Phyſick, Prime 
concoftionis vitium non corrigit ſecunda ;. and fo 
On. | Th 
In the Anomalous Kind, which is leſs crude, 
the fourteenth or ſeventeenth are the laſt criti- 
cal Days; and in the diſtinct Sort the eleventh. 
This Account, I'll venture to fay,.is a true 
one; ſo that the ninth Day has no Place a- 
mongſt the critical Days. If the Faculty 
pleaſe, it may be called one of the Dies Indi- 


Ce. 
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ANOMALOUS SMALL-Pox, 
or Variole Anomalæ. 


HOUGH my Deſign is to treat of 
1 feveral acute Diſeaſes ; yet there need 
no farther Deſcription, than that where Symp- 
toms appear high, the Fever will be of a more 
dangerous Kind; and where they are more 
remiſs, the enſuing Diſtemper will be of a 
more favourable Sort. | ts 
This Species of Small-Pox is diſtinguiſhed - 
from the other two by its fluxing in ſome 
Parts, and being in other very diſtin. TK 
The Phyſician may be very ſerviceable to 
his Patient in this Caſe, if it be rightly un- 
. 3 derſtood, 


7. 
derſtood, otherwiſe the Patient often ſuffers 


Death. But it muſt be conſidered, Nature is 


three Days forming variolous Matter, moſt 
Phyſicians are too apt to be-giving heating 
Medicines to throw it out; by which Means 
the Fever is very much encreaſed, which brings 
on a great, Ataxie, or irregular Motion of the 
animal Spirits, fo that all Digeſtion of the 
 morbifick Matter is obſtructed, contrary to a 
known Maxim, Cota non cruda ſunt medican- 
da. So that nothing but Water-Bladders and 
blue Spots appear, which renders the Patient's 
. Circumſtances very deplorable. | Kul 

It muſt be Want of Obſervation that makes 
Phyſicians fo fearful of Bleeding in this Di- 
ſtemper after the Eruption, The good Dr. 
| Sydenham goes no further than, Mutetur ſan- 
38 die ante tertitum incluſive, which is 

ut the ſecond Day after their Appearances. 


But the moſt excellent Peter Bayrus of Turin, 


who wrote about one hundred and ninety Years. 
ſince, ' goes further; and I can affirm, by Ex- 
perience, and from the Succeſs I have had, 
that the Patient may be blooded every, or 
any Day, to the twenty-firſt, 
It is impoſlible it can paſs the. Obſervation 
of Phyſicians, and People that uſually attend 
Women in this Species of Small-Pox, that 
about the ſixth or ſeventh Day great Flood- 
ings come, eſpecially, if it happens in the 


Flower of their Age: Now, all this is 
arterial Blood, which is the Lite and * 
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of Mankind. And this is never prejudicial, 
where no Endeavours are uſed to ſtop it. 
Nature will neither 'be forced nor driven, and 
is often very hard to be led; but will do 

| Wonders when properly aſſiſted, | 

| Now, if ſo much arterial Blood may beloſt, 

without Inconvenience, how much more ny | 

be taken by Phlebotomy from the Veins, with 

' the utmoſt Advantage to the Parient. 15 

x There is one Thing very Material, and 

1 which ought, principally, to be regarded in this 

a Diſtemper, that about the ſeventh or eighth -_ 

N Day there comes on a Ptyaliſm, which is a 

Salivation, without which, the Patient never 


lives. Children, that have it, never Salivate, but 
: have a Diarrhæa, or Looſeneſs, which is much 
«| the ſame in Effect. Where the Phyſician 


ſtops it, he kills the Child; and how many 


voor Babes have loſt their Lives by this Prac- 
„ ce, ris terrible to think, hon 

94 Permit me to give an Inſtance of a Gentle-. 
. || man, who was Steward to the Duke of Beau- 


3 fort, one Mr. Curr ; he had this Species of 
or | Small-Pox, no Pryaliſm coming on at the 
uſual Time, I gave: him Mercury; but that 
not anſwering, and he lying, as it were in Ex- 
nd I emis, I relolved to make a Child of him, 
ar and purge him to eight or ten Motions, by 
wi which he was ſo much relieved, that I went 
he en in that Courſe every Day, *till the Dan- 
is Ser of. his Diſtemper was over. He is now 
irit „„ A living 
of 14 1 
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living in South Wales, a Gentleman of 1000 7. . 


per Annum. | 


This brings to my Mind, a Saying of the 


great and learned Lord Verulam, Non fingen- 
aum aut excogitandum, ſet inveniendum quid 
natura faciat aut ferat. 


— 


— 


Disrixcr SMALL-Pox, or 
Variolæ Diſtinctæ. 


THERE. wants very little to be ſaid 
| on this Kind of Small-Pox. I have 
heard of ſeveral, but never had one that died 
in this Caſe : The leſs is done, the better 
| for having but a few, they are never of a bad 
Sort; whereas, if you have many, they are 
never of a good Sort. | 


ha — — 
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SPOTTED SMALL-POX. 


ls Sort begins with very high Symp- 


toms, and appears with large red Spots, 


much like the Confluent Kind, with the Face 


and other Parts very much inflamed ;. yet in 
twelve Hours the Patient ſhall become per- 
fectly pale, the very Middle of thoſe red Spots 


turning 


. 
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ä 
turning to a black, corney Subſtance, hardly * 
ſo big as a large Pin's Head. Of this Sort, 
in forty- odd Years Practice, I have obſerved 


no more than five, all Children. I could ne- 


ver carry one to the firſt critical Day; where- 
as, in the Confluent Kind they rarely die 
before. 


Method of Cure: 


In this I bleed in large Quantities, keep- 
„ ing the Patient very cool, and conſtantly 


_ «© plying him with cool Tankards, and fuch 


« diluting Liquors, giving every Evening,. 
„about five of the Clock, an Ounce, or an 
© Ounce and an half of Diacodium. If that 
does not procure Reſt, after three Hours 


I repeat it. I ſharpen all his Malt-Liquors 
with Spirit of Vitriol. - If it be of the 


« Flux, or Anomalous Kind, the ſeventh 
Day I give of Mercurious Dulcis, and Cin- 
«« nabar of Antimony, of each half a Scru- 
„ ple, made into a Bolus, with any Con- 
* ſerve ; and do the like again the thirteenth 
Day. The tenth Day you may begin to 
uſe the following Cordial in ſmall Quan- 
ie | 


Take Cowſlip-water, Mint-water,Black- 
© Cherry-water, of each three Ounces, Plague- 


Water, and Aqua Mirabilis, each an Qunce 


and a half prepared; Pearl, a Dram and a 
| D 5 : «c half 
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% half ſweetned with fine Sugar. You may, 
«© ſometimes, take a Glaſs of Wine, agreeable 
* to a known Maxim in Phyſick : In decli- 
*© natione Morbi quo magis Calefacis eo magis 
«© ConcofFionem promoves.” e 

When the laſt critical Day is over, I 
© bleed to about twelve Ounces, the next 


% Day purge, with that ſet down in the 


*© Gout, taking a Quicting Draught of Dia- 
<© codium at Night when the Purging is over. 
Purging and Bleeding, very well, after this 
% Diſeaſe, muſt upon no Account be omit- 
„% ted; otherwiſe the Patient will break out 
«in Boils, and will have very fore and weak 
Eyes for a conſiderable Time after.“ 
Whilit I lived with Dr. Sydeaham, I had 
myſelf the Smail-Pox, and fel! il on 7 welfth- 
Day. In the Beginning I loſt twenty-two 
Ounces of Blood. He gave me a Vomir, but 


60 


1 find, by Experience, Purging much better., 


I went Abroad, by his Direction, 'till L was 
blind, and then took to my Bed. I had no 
Fire allowed in my Room, my Windows 
were conſtantly open, my Bed- clothes were 
ordered to be laid | no higher than my Waſte. 
He made me take twelve Bottles of Small- 
Beer, acidulated with Spirit of Vitriol, every 
twenty-four Hours. I had of this Anoma- 
lous Kind to a very great Degree, yet never 
Joſt my Senſes one' Moment. | 

This Method will ſerve very well in the 
Confluent Sort, This you may follow in the 


Diſtinct | 


6 
Diſtinct Small-Pox, but in a more remiſs De; 
„ 8 „ 
Miſs Corbet had as high a Confluent Small- 
Pox as ever I ſaw, making bloody Water, 
and the worſt Symptoms attending her. Dr. 
Mead, and another Phyſician, left her, fay- 
ing, She could not live ſix Hours. I Was 
called to her; I deſired The might inſtantly __ | 
be blooded. The Right Honourable the 
Lady Hotham, her Mother, ſent for a Sur- | 
geon, who refuſed to do it, telling my La- 
dy, that Dr. Mead ſaid, That it ſhe was 
blooded, ſhe would die inſtantly.. I told the 
Lady, That Colours were all the- ſame to the 
Blind; I had a black Man that blooded very. 
well, and ſent for him, who performed the: 3 
Operation: She loſt a vaſt Quantity of Blood. 
Miſs Corbet declared afterwards, . That, upon. 
Bleeding, ſhe found her Spirits revived, and, as 
it were, a new, Lite coming on; and fo it 
pleaſed God ſhe recovered. e 
But there is lately a new Species of the 
8 Small- Pox, called the Honey- comb Small- Pox, 
@ never known before. The Uſe of Bliſters, in 
s this Diſeaſe, robs the Puſtles of the. Matter; 
|. contained in them, and then the Puſtles, by- 
y ſabliding, ſomething reſemble an Honey-comb,,. 
| i dS eee 
"al But if Doctors will create new Diſeaſes, tis 
* fit they ſhould give them new Names. 


non | 


N. B. What the Doctor obſerves, with res: 
1 gard to the ſeveral Sorts of Small- Por, is er. 
he ceeding good, and, in particular, I remember Miſs, 


Corbet*s. 


* 


WI TW) l 
Corbet's Caſe, which was accounted very deſ- 
5 f but was perfectly cured by Dr. Dover; 
ut it was of ſuch a Nature, that her Skin was 
dery much pilted. | 


NE. JY 
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F MEASLEs, or Morbilli. 


THIS is a Diſeaſe chiefly incident to 
'L Youth ; the Puſtles never riſing above 
the Superficies of the Skin, unleſs forced by 
too heating Medicines, and too hot a Regi- 
men. It is attended with a ſhort Cough, and 
generally terminates the fourth or fifth Day, 
carrying with it little or no Danger, if the 


Phyfician be not over-buſy with his Cordials 
and forcing Medicines, which only encreaſe 


the Fever, and by that Means often endanger 
the Patient. | | 


I do not remember I ever heard of any one's. 
\ dyng of this Diſeaſe, till about twenty-five 
Years ſince; but of late, by the Help of 


Gafſeoin's Powder, and Bezoartic Boluſſes, 


o 


would endanger his Life ) the Blood is ſo high- 
ly in famed, and. the Fever encreaſed to that 


Deg! ce, that it 1s become equally mortal with Te 


There 


the Small-Fox. 


(Which, if experienced on a healthy Perſon, 


F A 


bn. | 
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tity of cooling and diluting Liquors. 


Chapter. This Diſtemper, called by ſome the 


(880% 
There is nothing farther required in tjge 


Cure of this Diſeaſe, than to give a little Di- 
acodium at Night, allowing a ſufficient . | 


Note, I have frequently found the DoBtor”s | 
Method to be right in the Cure of this Diſtem- 
per; but the Patient, on Recovery, wh purge 
two or three Times. 


- 
* 
. ; ; 1 
— N ' 
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SCARLET FEVER, or Febris | 
Scarletina. 


[ H 181 is a Fever of a milder K ind than 
the Meaſles, and does not want the 


Alntance of a Doctor. The Skin ſeems to be 


univerſally inflamed, but the Inflammation 
goes off in forty-eight Hours. 

There is alſo another Sort of Devi wil 
Eruption too inconſiderable to make another 


Swine-Pox, by others the Chicken-Pox. There 
is nothing more neceſſary in theſe light Fe- 
wy with Eruptions, than to purge duly after | 
em. N 
Uſe the ſame Method as in the Meaſles. 


EnRvSIPELAS, 


ER or Febris Ery- 


* pelatoſa. 


HIS Fever, when in the Face, is 
called St. Anthony's Fire; when in 
the Body, or Limbs, Eryfipelas. 5 
It appears with a very great Inflammation, 
Where it begins with vaſt Numbers of Water- 
Bladders, and is very apt to turn to a Morti- 
fication, as it often does, inſomuch, that the 
Patient loſes bis Life. But, by proper Reme- 
dies, it is very cally cured, and in a few 
r ind | 

This inflammatory Fever is curable by high 
Bleeding, and frequent Purging. The beſt to- 
pical Remedy is Venice-Treacle, which pre- 
vents Mortification, and ſoon TEA the 
Puſtles, or Water-Bladders. 


Notes The Doffor's Method of Cure, i in this,. 
is Trey _— 40 bau n experie 
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! 
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e . ee 
51 IS comes on, as all oe s Mae es of. 
Fevers TG” He. | 
Tis known by a violent, acute, ald peig⸗ 
nant Pain all round the Breaſt and Sides, In 
ſhort, a general Inflammation of that molt ſen- 
ſible Membrane, the Pleura, accompanied with ® 
a great Difficulty of Breathing, ſhort Cough, 
Languor of Spirits, and kills ee ew 
Hours; without profuſe Bleeding” ETTTCE 
This Diſtemper is incident to all Ages and. 
Sexes, but generally ſeizes adult Perfons! - 
The principal Thing required in the Cure 
of this Diſeaſe, is Bleeding, which muſt be 
followed till all the * or e 1 
are entirely eins : 


Method of 8 0 „ 


* Take Oil of Lilies, Oil: of Sweat A 
<* monds, Ointment of Althea, of each equal 
6 Quanrities 3 rub it into the Parts affecbe 
very well, Morning and Night, putting a 
Sheet of brown Paper over it. 

Take a Melon, Pompion, Gourd . Seed. 
ed each half an Ounce, white FOPpY: , 

_ 5* tires 


i. 3 
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« three drams, ten Jordan Almonds blanch'd; 


bruiſe theſe in a Marble Mortar, pouri 
on, by little and little, a Pint and halt of 
«© Barley-Water. Add a little Sugar, and make 
an Emulſion.” Let the Patient drink plenti- 
fully of this. Take Oil of Sweet Almonds 
* two Ounces, of Syrup of Violets, and Sy- 
* rup of Venus Maiden-hair, of each one 
«© "Ounce, Sugar-candy' half an, Ounce, mak- 
sing it as ſharp with Spirit of Vitriol as a 
“Seville Orange would do, and make a Lam- 
c bative : take of it often in a Day from a 
«© Liquoriſh Stick..“ | | 


* 7 % 


: ” 
8 8 1 
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PLEvuRIsy, or Pleuritis.. 


FI HIS may be ſaid to be the Half of a. 

| Peripneumonie, affecting one Side only; 
ſome will have it, that it falls only on the 
Left Side, but it often comes on the Right 
too. Tis an high inflammatory Fever, accom- 


after a little Time, if the Phyſician be not 

ready in bleeding it off, the Patient fpits a. 

bloody and purulent Matter, and is in danger 
of a Conſumption 

The Cure is the ſame as in the foregoing 


OP 


panied with violent, acute, and pricking Pains, 
with a ſhort Cough attending it, with which, 


Chapter. 


„ > M 
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Chapter. I never knew any one die of this 
1 but for Want of ae | 


* 
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|  QUINSEY, or Angina. 


HIS is one of the moſt violent and 
acute Fevers thar can befal us. The 
Learned make not three Species, but rather 
three Degrees of it, viz, This inflames the 
Tonſils, or Glands about the Throat, as alſo 


the Muſcles of the Wind-pipe and Gullet, 1 
fo that fwallowing any Thing is totally ob- 


ſtructed. This Diſeaſe yields to nothing but 
high Bleeding. Many have died in * 


| Hours after the firſt Seizure. 


Me thod of Cure. 


This Diſeaſe requires as high Bleeding 
e as any; you mult hkewiſe open both Veins 


A 


„ Red Roſe-Water, and Frog's-Spawn- Was 
“ ter, of each three Ounces, the Whites 
of three Eggs beaten to a Water, Syrup. 
of Mulberries two Ounces, gargle your 
„Throat often with theſe. Another Gar- 
* gariſm, though this be a very good one; I 
much prefer: Take Spri ng -Water one Pint, 
Mercury Sublimate halt a Dram, _—_ 
; "ww 


AN 


( 


A 


under the Tongue. Take Plantane- Water 


| (190) 
ie of Tartar two Drams: Levigate theſe 


very fine; then, filtre it off for Te Uſe. 


" * Purging 1 il very mißt. 


| N. B. This Method has cured great ; | ci 
: of People Where. it Has been timely 28 | 
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Rnoncarran, or Niem 


I tory Fever; the Blood does not ap- 
pear more pleuritical or ſizey in any Diſtem- 
r than in this. 


This, for the moſt Part, cauſes great Pains: 
in the Joints ; nor are the Muſcles free. If 
it fixes in any Part three or four Days, it of- 


ten cauſes ſmall Tumours without + wg 
tion, which, as the Pains paſs to other Parts,. 
ſoon diſappear; for they are never long fixed 
on any Part ; from. whence it takes the Name 
of Arthritis Vaga, or Wandring Gout. 


In the Day-time theſe Pains are very to- 


Ikrable, but when the Patient is warm in Bed, 
very acute and torturing. 

Bleeding, in this Caſe, is no Remedy; 1 
my ſelf having known very many loſe an Hun- 
red. Qunges, « of Blood, and Amore; che 
Jo 22 | the 


1 


H IS is, likewiſe, a high 2 IRE, 


hn Ty on. 


1 
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the leaſt Relief. The Cure is much eafier 
performed without that Operation, as has 
been often r eee. 12 _— eminent 
Phyſicians, | * E21410] inn . note 


Mithad! of R ys, 0 


« Take Turbich Mineral eight Gals, 
“ Conſerve of Hipp $ one Dram; make it 
into an Electuary Take! it abbut four 4 
85 Clock i in the A nden 3 between every 


„ Motion drink Poſſet-drink. At Bed-time 


take an Ounce, or in Ounce and half of 
* Diacodium ; drink plentifully of the Emul- 


dee ſion preſcribed' i in the Period. The 


„ next Night rake of, the Sweat as preſcribed 
« in the Gout, Immerſion in cold Water 
is a Remedy of ſingular Uſe, as is Ra 
«© from many Hundreds that have been cu 
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A GU E, Or Febris inter- 
mittens. WE 1 
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Wai 


I I. 
2 3 


HAVE Wan That a Dat 12 
tion was an inflammatory Diſcaſe, nc 


among the Cronicks: An Ague is a 3 ; 


NOS: placed amongſt the Acute. 
This | 


-» Ry — — ——— nn 


* 


ties of the groſs Part, 


G9) 
This Species of Fever does not proceed from 
an inflamed Maſs of Bood, as all other Fe- 


vers do, but from an Ataxie, or violent Mo- 
tion of the animal Spirits, which cauſes as 
great a Degree of Heat, as if the Blood were 


in the moſt exalted Fermentation. All Heat 
being nothing elſe but the Effect of Motion. 
Phyſicians have been very much at a Loſs 


— (| 


to find out the Cauſe and Seat of this Difcaſe, 


it being, as was obſerved. before, a nervous 
Fever. It muſt proceed from the Brain; other- 
wiſe, how is it poſſible it ſhould keep its ſta- 
ted Periods, ſo as to come at the fame Hour 
every Day, every third, and every fourrh Day, 


as it certainly does, reckoning the Days inclu- 


ſive. - Whefeas in an inflamed Maſs of Blood, 
the Fever always continues till the Inflamma- 
tion is wholly taken off, and then the Fever 


- ceaſes, without any Return. | | 
Farthermore, we ſay, Ex juvantibus & læ- 


dentibus ſumitur indicatio. Bleeding, 'tis plain, 
from every one's Experience, is highly pre- 
judicial in this Caſe. The Remedy to which 
this Diſtemper yields, is the Bark, which is 
the beſt Medicine in nervous Caſes known to 
Mankind. Yer the giving ſuch large Quanti- 

has often done very 
great 1 to the Patient. 1 
The Virtue of this Vegetable confiſts in a 


reſinous Quality ; which, if ſeparated from 
the earthy Part, will prove a Remedy indeed. 
It may be wondered with what Difficulty 
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the Uſe of the Bark was firſt introduced, and 
that it ſhould almoſt be looked upon. at pre- 
ſent as a Panacæa is, equally ſurprizing, in ſo- 


much, that now there is more Harm done by 


it, than it formerly did Good. The Doctor 
watching diligently for an Intermiſſion; where- 
as there's great Difference between Inter miſſi- 
on and Remiſſion; for as all Fevers have their 
Times of Excerbation, ſo neceſſarily they muſt 
have Times of Remiſſion, but none of Inter- 


miſſion 3 becauſe then the Patient muſt be per- 


fectly well and free, as in an intermitting Fe- 
ver. Too many pay dear for this Miſtake. 
Doctor Morton, eſteemed a good Phyſician, 
was a great Admirer of this Medicine, inſo- 
much, that he gave it in almoſt all Caſes. I 
never obſerved it to do any Good, but in ner- 
vous Complaints. Phyſicians and Apotheca- 
ries are little acquainted with the Nature of it. 


In Peru they call is-Caſcarilla. It may be doubt- 


ed if one hundred Weight of it be uſed in a 
whole Year throughout that Kingdom, which 
1s more than twenty Times as large as Great- 
Britain. 1 ee 

„ Take two Ounces of fine Bark grofly 
% powdered; infuſe it cold in a Quart of 


KRed- Port for twenty-four Hours; then fil- 


FThe Seeds of this Plant are ſhaped like thoſe of the 
Kidney Beans, I received ſome of them two Years ſince 


from Peru; they were broad and flat, but were ſo dry, that 


1 could not make them grow, I judge from the Figure of 
the Seeds that the Tree is a kind of Accacia. TY 
ws «owe 


| 
| 
| 
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70 tre it off as you uſe it, taking fix Spoonfuls 
every third or fourth Hour, beginning juſt 
„ hen the Fit is 08; 'till you have taken the 
% hole Quart. Thus repeat it four Times, 
„ and it will not return. This muſt be ob- 
« ſerved, if it purges, it will do no Service. 
II chis Caſe put two or three Drops of Li- 
„ 1 Laudanum into each owns "till: we 
jd urging is Wen Pr 105 


N. B. 7 "(he avon this Method to be 85 
good as the taking the Bark in the Poxwder, 
and is much more pleaſant to the Patient. 


—_—_—_— 
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FEVER on the SPIRITS. 


the Spirits, and no where elſe. Tis wiſe- 
obſerved, this Fever does not appear; to 
which may be readily anſwered, De non exiſten- 
tibus & de non apparentibus zadem eſt ratio. 
This naturally leads me to take Notice of 
the Fluids of human Bodies, and J ſhall leave 
it to the Opinion of the Reader, in which of 
them a Fever begins or continues. 
Now the Fluids conſiſt of animal, mineral, 


; ol ti Wd. Alkalt's, and Acids, 
which 


- I. may be _n by Laid, All Fevers are on 
* 


* p 


7 95 * 
which may be chus accounted, Spirit, Sulphur, 
Salt, Earth, and Water; there is no De- 
ſcription to be given of the firſt of theſe, un- 
leſs a negative one, the two ſecond are Mine. 
rals, the other two the Joint Cauſe of Vege- 
tation. 

Let the — e it a due Mixture | 
of the four laſt are capable of begetting ſuch a 
Heat in human Bodies, as to cauſe a Fever 
without the Intervention of the Spirits, from 
whence it may reaſonably be concluded, all 
Fevers proceed. | 

This is cured as in the foregoing Chapter? 


DisEAasts of the STOMACH, 
de Ventriculi affectibus. : 


LMOST all 88 proceed 
from a Vice in this Bowel z and, it as 
rarely fails to have its Share in moſt Diſorders 
liable to human Bodies; as great Sickneſs, 
Pains, Convulſions, which are the uſual Com- 
plaints the Patient makes when this Part is 
affected. This, ſeems, principally, to be cauſed 
from Indigeſtion; ſo that the crude Chyle mix- 
ing with the other Fluids, ſoon brings on Pu- 
trefaction; for if the rſt Digeſtion = 282 
| 7 


C90 ) 
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good, the ſecond never corrects the Vice of 


the firſt ; as we ſay, Prime concoctionis vitium 
non corrigit ſecunda, and fo on; ſo that any 
Di ſtemper we are liable to, may, and for the 
moſt part does proceed from Indigeſtion. 
Vomiting, in the fore- mentioned Diſorders, 
if exploded, would prove beneficial to the 
Patient; it being contrary to the Rules of 
Nature, which has provided, that what is re- 
ceived at the Mouth, ſhould paſs to the com- 
mon Draught : So that Purging ſeems more 
reaſonable, becauſe by that, the Inteſtines, as 
Well as the Stomach, are freed from their 
Filth and Impunities, which Vomits do not fo 
effectually carry off. 
There is farther this Diſadvantage, that the 
Fibres of the Stomack are drawn from their 
true Periſtaltick, to a contrary Motion, which 
is too great a Strain for thoſe fine Veſſels, by 
Which Means they become lax, and are much 
weakned ; ſo that the Tone of the Stomach, 
by too frequent Repitition of this Practice, is 
wholly loſt. 1 OY 
I thall forbear to mention the many Inſtan- 
ces that may be given of thoſe that have loſt 
their Lives under the Operation of Vomits. 
*T is confeſs*d, the Doctor many Times gives 
Satisfaction to the Patient, by ſhewing the ſli- 
my Matter that is brought off the Stomach, 
upon the Points of Feathers ; whereas that 
Matter is neceſſary to promote Digeſtion. 
Let it be conſidered, for what End were thoſe 


la 
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little Cells formed in the Cruſta Villoſa, ſure-⸗ 


ly not to be kept empty, neither to be filled 


with what's of no Uſe or Benefit to Mankind. 


Take Salt of Wormwood two Drarns, 
& Tuice of Lemon fix Ounces z take a S 
« ful of this every Hour: Or take of Spring 
„Water half a Pint, Mn ſicht's Elixir of 
« Vitriol a large Tex-ſpooriful : Take this in 
„ the Morning, at Five in the Afternoon, 
and at Bed-Time: Or take Mynſicht's Tinc- 
ture of Steel, Elixir Proprietatis, equal 
„ Quantiries 3 take this in Water, as before, 
but double the Quantity. Crude Mercury, 
taking an Ounce every oe woe all 
„taken in any Vehicle. 


* 


N. B. EY Experience every one of theſe Methods 
preſcribed by the Doctor, I bave fund 10 An- 


fewer the End he propoſes. 


A, 
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DISEASE s of the I N= 
TESTINES, de affecti- 
bus Inteſtinorum, | 


H Es E ſhall be placed i in one Chaptes, 
by Reaſon of the Nearneſs of their Re- 
lation to each other. 


E The 
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The Diwbethum is a Gur ſo called, from its 
Ap ration, AG almoſt twelve Inches 3 in 


Length. 


Ide 8 is ſo termed, becauſe * tis rare 


to find any Excrement in it. 
Authors have ſeldom taken Notice of any 
Diſtemper incident to theſe two Bowels. 
The third is the Leon, à circumferendo. In 
this Inteſtine is ſeated the moſt painful and dan- 
gerous Diſeaſe, called the Iliac Paſſion; and 
by ſome, the Miſerere mei, from the acute Pains 
it gives the Patient. Expertus loquor. 
It begins with Vomitings, with a great Pain 
about the Navel ; which encreaſing, at laſt the 
Patient vomits up his Excrements, or any 
Cliſter given; and then it is incurable. _ 
This does not proceed, as ſome People will 
have it, from a Twiſt in the Inteſtine, by Rea · 
ſon of the Miſentery adhering to it, but it is 
cauſed from an Inverſion of the periſtaltick or 
vermicular Motion, which naturally moves 
downwards. Now, this being turned upwards, 
the Excrement being carried before it, preſſes 
07 the Valves of the Inteſtines, which, together 
with its being contracted within irſelf, gives 
that mi ſerable and intolerable Pain. 
The next of the Inteſtines, is called the 
Cœcum, or Blind Gut. This hangs more like 
a Soldiers Knapſack, from the other Inteſtines; 
the Excrement paſſesi in and out the ſame Way: 
1 don't know that it is liable to any Diſtemper. 
After this, comes the __ ab impediends ; 
becauſe 


c 
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> | becauſe it hinders the Excrement from paſſing 


1 too quick : Without this Retention of the Ex- 
crement, we ſhould be always ſubject to Diar- 
e rhea's or Looſeneſles. 


The Diſeaſe, incident to this Inteſtine, is 
y called Cholera Morbus, the Cholick. 
; Of this, there are two Kinds: Either Bi- 
n leous, or Hiſterical ; or when in Men, Hy- 
1 pochondriacal. As their Cauſes are widchy 
d differente ſo are the Methods of Cure. 
1s The Rectum, or Sreight-Gut, | in gteat 

Weakneſſes, is apt to fall down, which we 

in call Procidentia Ani, and is known to every 
he one that has it; and werelors NEG: Nv ah 
ny ſcription. 

The Sohinftre: Muſde i 1s very ſubject to is 
11 Ha Piles, both within and Wich- | 
2a- out, which many T1 imes cauſe Fenn 5 in che 
18 Part, 8 | 
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22 Diskasks * — 75 [NTESTINES. 5 
ws The lliac Paſſion. 


- 0 U Pam: go na farther for, hn Cute of 
" . this fatal Diſcaſe, than fo take a Pound, 

Mi or T Pound and halt of Crude Mercury. 

1do ; N. B. This is an approved Remedy. 

auſe N E. 2 The 


The CHOLICK. 


O R the firſt of theſe, take Rheubarb, 
1 Cream of Tartar, Liquoriſh, Corian- 
„ der- Seeds, powder all theſe very fine; take 
half a Dram Night and Morning in a Glaſs 


of Wine : Or take Black Cherry- Water. 
9 Mine Warer, of each two Ounces, ſtrong 


& Cinnamon- Water, Liquid Laudanum twen- 
ty Drops; take this at Night going to Bed; 


} “ or take the Salt of Wormwood, as pre- 


« ſcribed in Diſeaſes of the Stomach, for the 
„other. 

N. B. By Experience, this produces a certain 
Cure in the mo racking Pains, 


— 


The Streight Gu r. 


8 often infeſted with little white flat 
| Worms, called Aſcarides ;- which are de- 

ved by the following Clyſter : Boil Quick- 
ſilver in Water in an Earthen Pot for two 
Hours; give it by way of Clyſter. Ga 
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The Caſe of Miſs Corbet was ſo- very re- | 


of the Small-Pox, near the ſame Time; as 


ordering too little Phyſick, and curing a Pa- 


. 
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markable, that it made a very great Noiſe all 
over the Town, inſomuch that the Gentlemen 
of the Faculty ſeemed to be much alarmed, 
The Right Honourable the Lady Louiſa Berce- 
ly being left off by other Phyſicians; and the 
Right Honourable the Lady Rachel Mannors, 
being likewiſe left off by her Phyſicians; it 
was agreed on all Hands, that I kep'd them a- | 
live ſeveral Days longer than was expected by 4 
any Perſon about them. The Lord [rwin died F | 
did the Duke of Rutland, and Mr. Manſel of 

a great Welſb Family. Great Endeavours were 
uſed to ſaddle me with the Death of theſe three ä 
Gentlemen : It was given out by the Apothe- I 
caries, that I had. killed all three of them, by 
introducinga new Method of Practice: Where- 
as, to the beſt of my Knowledge, I never faw 
the Face of either of them. | 
| never affronted any Apothecary, unleſs 


tient too ſoon, is, in their Way of Thinking, 
an unpardonable Crime. I mult confeſs, I 
could never bring an Apothecary's Bill to 
three Pounds, in a Fever: Whereas, I have 
known ſome of their Bills, in this Diſeaſe, 
amount to forty, fifty, and ſixty Pounds. It 
they can't cure with leſs Charges, I can't for- 
bear ſaying, That I have the ſame Opinion 
of their Integrity, as I have of their Under- 
ſtanding. | ha 3 

4. E 3 Since 
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Since theſe Gentlemen have been pleaſed 


to take ſuch Liberties with my Character, F 


think I have an equal Right, or, that, at leaſt, 
it will be pardonable in me, if J endeavour 
to lay open ſome of their Irregularities to the 
World. When I have attended ſome of my 


Patients, they have very often given it as a 


Reaſon for not ſeeing me, That I do not 
preſcribe every Time that I viſit them; and 
have Itkewiſe told me, That they learned 


this Doctrine from the Apothecary, That lis 
zeur Writing Phyſician only, who has a Title 
to a Fre. I muſt own, at firſt Sight, this 


carries a very good Face with it, and muſt 
naturally create in Patients a great Opinion of 
the Apothecary, who ſeems, in this Reſpect, 


to act merely out of Regard to their Wel- 


fare, and not from any View to the Doc- 
tor's Intereſt, or his own. But to me, it ap- 


pears very plainly a Deceit, however plau- 

fible to others; and, to make it clear to you, 
only conſider, that if the Phyſician writes, 
it muſt be ten or twelve Shillings at leaſt in 


the Apothecary's Way; and for my Part, I 


don't look upon this to be at all better than 


picking one Man's Pocket, to put Money into 
another's. Bi ed | 
Now, I appeal to each unprejudiced Rea- 


der, Whether, if a Phyſician muſt be com- 


pelled to vary his Preſcriptions, when there 
is no Occaſion for it, he is not conſequently 
left under the greateſt Uncertainty, and un- 

; : .capable 
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capable of judging what may, or may not be of 
Benefit to his Patient? So, that: if ſuch a Prac- 
tice does not prove fatal to the Patient, he runs, 
at leaſt, a very great Hazard of his Lite. 

»Tis my Opinion, the leſs Apothecaries 
Gains are, the better the Patients may af- 
ford to ſee their Doctor. I know very well, L 
am no ſooner called to a Patient, but it is re- 
r immediately he is dead, and 1 have 

lled him; as in the Caſe of Sir Jobn Blunt, 
very lately, who was ſtruck with the Dead 
Palſey : However, in four Days his Senſes 
were perfectly reſtored to him; and in twelve 
Days, he had the ſame Motion, Life, and 
Senſation, on that Side which was ſtruck, as 
on the Side that was not affected. 

If, by what I have ſaid, I have diſobliged 
all the Apothecaries in the Kingdom, I have 
not many more Enemies amongſt them, than 
I had before. If it ſhould be aſked now, 
What was the original Grounds of their dit. 
like to me, I can give no other Reaſon, than 
my being always inviolably attached to the 
Intereſt and Welfare of my Patient, and en- 
tirely regardleſs of theſe Gentleman's unwar- 
rantable Gains. | 

It, after all that has 1 ſaid, I am ſtill to 
be recommended by Apothecaries, and muſt 
depend entirely upon their good Word, 1 
can aſſure the World, I ſhall ſoon retire ; 
Where none, except the Poor, will have any 
Aſſiſtance from me. 
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I am very ſenſible, my Method in curing 
Fevers, is much exploded, becauſe I act quite 


contrary to the common Practice. I hap- 
pened to live in Gloceſter ſhire, in the Years 


1728 and 1729; when a very fatal Epidemi- 
cal Fever raged to ſuch a Degree, as to ſweep 


off whole Families, nay, almoſt whole Villa- 


ges. I was called to ſeveral Houſes, where eight 
or nine Perſons were down at a Time ; and 
yet did not ſo much as loſe one Patient where 


I was concerned. I defy the Malice of my moſt 
implacable Enemies to make it appear, that 
in my ten Years laſt Practice I have loſt twelve 


Patients in all Kinds of Fevers put together. 

The Caſe of John-Dineley Goodeere, Eſq; 
of Charlton in Worceſterſhire, near Eveſham, 
was very remarkable : Some Years ago, when 
he was in London, he was ſeized with a vio- 


lent Fever: He was unwilling that Sir Edward 


Googdeere, his Father, who was in Town at the 
ſame Time, ſhould know any Thing of it ; 
ſo that he was, as it were, in Extremis before 
his Father was acquainted with it. He order- 
ed me immediately to be called to his Son; 
whoſe Eyes where ſet in his Head, his Jaw 


fallen, his Tongue directly black and hard, 


his Face as black as an Indian, with round 
Drops upon it as big as Peaſe or Pulſe. The 
Apothecary being preſent, I asked him, if he 


blooded. He told me, Les; and accordingly 


got every Thing in order for it. I bid him take 
Care to make a large Orifice, which he did. 
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(10) 
He asked me how much Blood he muſt taxe 
away? I anſwered, I could not tell. He ſaid, he 
had taken off twelve Ounces: I ſaid, Let the 
Patient bleed on. The Apothecary now told 
me he had drawn twenty Ounces. Then I diſ- 
cerned ſomething of a Pulſe coming on in my 
Patient. In the Concluſion, be bled to forty- 
eight or. fifty Ounces. The Sweat went off, 
and his Face came to its Colour. Whilſt he 
was bleeding, I got a cool Tankard of Rhe- 
niſn Wine, Water, and Lemon, which held 
near three Quarts : I raiſed him upon his Pil- 
low, and gave him about a Pint-Glaſsful 3 
and, immediately after, he began to move his 
Eyes, and cloſe his Jaws. In a very ſhort 
Time after, I gave him a couple of Glaſlts 
more. He then fixed his Eyes hard upon me, 
put his Hand out to me, and ſaid, [5 it yon, 
my dear Friend? I asked him, I he could drink. 
He anſwered, The Ocean. I made thoſe about 
him rub his Head with dry Clothes, and then 
asked how he found himſelf? He anſwered, 
in a ſtrange confuſed Condition. In one Hour, 
or thereabouts, he flung rhe Clothes off the 
Bed, put his Feet in his Slippers, called for 
his Night-Gown, walked to the other Side of 
the Room, ſet himſelf down in a two- armed 
Chair. Now, my dear Friend, (ſays he) we 
will have one Flask of Claret together. I told 
him, I would drink a Flask of - Claret ; but 
that he muſt ſtick to his Cool Tankard. 


(106) 


The next Morning, when I came to wait on 


him, he was down in the Stable amongſt his 


Horſes, without a Cap, having nothing on 
but his Night-Gown and Slippers. I asked 
him, Ho he did? He ſaid, Never better in all 
bis” Life: This was in the Month of March. 
Now, this is termcda deſperate Way of Prac- 
tice. But then, they who condemn it, ſhould 
give an Inſtance of any one I have loſt by ſuch 
Methods. Nl 0 
Thheie is nothing more certain, than that the 
whole Animal Creation is liable to divers Kinds 
of Diſeaſes; and it is as certain, that the Al- 


mighty Goodneſs has afforded Animals ſuch 
Appetitions of Nature, or Inſtinct, that we 


daily ſee they have Recourſe to ſuch Remedies, 
whereby they recover their. Health. Birds re- 
ſort to their ſeveral Sorts of Caſtings, when 
then their Stomachs are depraved; in Fevers, 


to Cold-Bathing; or when they have gorged 


themſelves with too much Food, then to their 
Weatherings on the Tops of high Trees. Let 
but a Lady's Lap-Dog go out in the Fields, 
he ſhall ſearch every where to find out the 
Gramen Caninum, or Dogs-Graſs; of which 


he ſhall eat, till he both Vomits and Purges. 


As for the Reptilia, thoſe ſmall Animals, there 
is no doubt to be made, but they have alſo 


their Remedies. Now, by our Treatment of 
the ſeveral Diſeaſes incident to us, it ſeems 
as if Providence had exempted us from this 


great Benefit afforded to the ſubordinate 
Crea- 
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| Creatures. If we have a Fever, we. muſt be 
; kept cloſe, and plied with the moſt heating 
| Remedies ; be denied cooling and diluting 


_ Liquors, and every Thing elſe that we call 
for with the greateſt Earneſtneſs. This is 
contradicting the Rules of Nature, and moſt 
certainly Wrong. Right Reaſon, and the 
Rules of Nature, will eternally tally. 

I am credibly informed, the moſt learned, 
and ingenious Doctor Boe, baave, in all Fe- 

I vers bleeds plentifully, gives Air to his Pa- 

| tients immediately, tears of all Bliſters, and 

, indulges the ſick Perſon with all manner of- 

k cooling and diluting Liquors. _ - 

The Remedies that have been preſcribed, 
for the ſeveral Diſtempers mentioned in tl. is 
Treatiſe, may, with God's Bleſſing upon 
them, be depended on as vety efficacious in 
the Cure of each particular Diſeaſe; unleſs a 
Perſon has a Complication of Diftempers 
upon him at once. But I mult give the 
Reader one Caution, that there 1s a great 
Difference in the Conſtitutions of Mankind 
and therefore it muſt be left to every Man's 
Diſcretion, as to the Quantity he is to take 
af each of theſe Medicines. 

I have gone through molt of the Diſtem- | 
pers common to the Climate we live in, and 
have ſhewn, at the ſame Time, what is the. 

moſt likely Method of curing them; and hope, 
that as to the Plainneſs of my Style, and mak 
ing the Peſcriptions intclligible, 1 have been 


as 


6108 
28 good as my Promiſe made in the Beginning 
of this Treatiſe. x 


I do not ſeek for Applauſe from this Per- 


formance, eſpecially, from the Gentlemen of 
the Faculty, being ſenſible how many great 
and powerful Enemies I have amongſt them; 
who, as they have done all they could hi- 
therto to 2 my Practice, ſo probably 
will take occaſion from the Publication of 
theſe Sheets, to improve their Invectives and 
Reſentments againſt me. But as Cuſtom has 
made ill Uſage familiar to me, I think, I am 
Prepared for any future Calumny. In the 
mean Time I would caution unwary People 


againſt one 7 which 1s, not to miſtake . 
or 


every Graduate a Phyſician, nor a Clan 
of prejudiced Gentlemen for Oracles. Ex- 
Nerience is all in all; and, I will venture to 
ſay, fome Experience has fallen to my Share, 
having ſought it in other Places beſides the 
Shops of Apothecaries, or the Colleges of 
Phyſicians. | | 

From all the Doctor has laid down in 
this Treatiſe, it appears, that he perfectly un- 
derſtood the Diſtempers he treats of; and 


where any of his Preſcriptions may appear 


a little harſh, it 1s to be ſuppoſed as he de- 
clares, that the Doſes, or the Practice, muſt 


be leſſened to thoſe People who have tender 
Conſtitutions: On the Whole, 1 eſteem the 


Work to be founded on as good Principles 
as any of the Kind yet publiſh'd. 
| POST- 


« 4 i, | 4 : 

% : | | 
* 8 6. * 
* . 

N p * 1 * * þ * . ' 
8 * 9 15 & # t Fl 

> | 1 „ | 
WE > & 2 bi 
" - * * R * x © 
3 4 
| 


OED 


| _— 13 "a oh 1 3 FY 
% 40 * my * * ” — 
* 8 


AVING omitted the following Let- 

ter from Anthony Balam, Eſq; in Great-' 
Ruſjel-Street, which I defigned to have in- 
ſerted, when I was ſpeaking of Quick- Silver, 


I. ſhall give it my Readers in this Place. 


10 London, April 15, 1732. 
SIR, e 


5 OU have always undoubtedly * 
5 Satisfaction in hearing Succeſs ab: 


<< tends your Advice, eſpecially in obſtinate 


Chronic Caſes, which have long baffled 


« the Power of Phyſick. = 
I therefore think myſelf indiſpenſably 
<< obliged to give you that Pleaſure, ſo much 
* your Due, in reciting the Effects of your 
5 Pe ht HOP 
„ You will, I am ſure, excuſe me from 
e the difficult Attempt of explaining my 
« Caſe; which, were I able to execute, 
« would be needleſs to you, who are ſo well 
© acquainted with it. Let it therefore, ſuf- 
« fice to ſay, That my Aſthma has been 
« from my Infancy, and, at different TI | 
| as 45 - 
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has afflicted me under all the various Shapes | 


that Diſtemper exhibits in all the Patients 


Jever yet converſed with, and, that 1 


never found any very ſenſible Relief from 
Phyſick. Some Time in December laſt 
was Twelve-Months, you adviſed me to 
take Quickſilver; I happily reſolved to fol- 
low this Advice, and immediately found 
great Relief. Other Diſorders, after ſome 
Time uſing it, intervening, occaſioned 
ſome Interruptions in my Courſe; and 
from June till October, being in the Coun- 
try, I quite forbore the Uſe of it; but, at 
that Time, I again began taking it, one 
Ounce per Day, and hath hitherto conti- 
nued it with very few Intermiſſions: The 
Conſequence of which, is, that from the 


_firſt Time of taking it, to this Inſtant, I 
be never had any violent Fit; and, during all 


the laſt Winter, I have not been confined 
otherwiſe than through Precaution, to 
avoid the Inclemencies of very bad Wea- 
ther, or upon flight Attacks, when Reſt 
is always preferrable to any the leaſt Mo- 


tion. My Complaints, though very greatly 


diminiſhed, I cannot wk are abſolutely re- 
moved; I have had frequent Symptoms 


threatening me, and eſpecially this Spring; 


the Variableneſs ' of the Weather being 


always a great Enemy to me. But hap- + 


py in a high Degree is my preſent Con- 


dition, when compared with my Former. 
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To you Tam indebted for this Happineſs; 
and, I ſhall be always ready to make ſuch 
* Acknowledgments ot it, as the moſt grate- 
ful Senſe can inſpire. 

«© If you think my Name may do any Ser- 
<< vice in encouraging other Sufferers to try 
a Remedy, which, by my Experience in 
*« a long Uſe, proves not only very innocent 
of the Charge of bringing on other bad 
* Conſequences, but, likewiſe, the ſole efficaci- 
e ous one in this lamentable Diſorder, you are 
very welcome to make ſuch Uſe of it as 
C you may think proper. 
I have the Liberty to mention another 

«££ Gentleman's. Name, who, through my 
«© Means, and by Encouragement from me, 
has reaped a much greater Advantage from 
„ your Advice than myſelf. Mr. More, who 
«< lives at Epſom, has been troubled from his 
* Infancy with an Aſthma in an extream De- 
«© gree: About laſt February was Twelve- 
«« Month he began the Uſe of Quick- ſilver: 
„ He has taken it ever ſince with very few 
< Intermiſſions: He has from that Time had 
„ but two ſmall Fits; the laſt was in Auguſt 
** paſt, and was the leaſt of the Two : Since 
that Time, he has not had one Aſthmatick 
Symptom; and from not being able ſcarcely 

© ever to walk, he has, for his Diverſion, 
«© walked from London to Epſom. 

<«« I wiſh you may ſoon produce ſo many 
„other Examples of ſuch Cures, as may 
. 


( 112 ), -. 
©, overcome all Prejudices and groundleſs 
Fears, and propagate the merited Credit 
*© of fo ſalutiferous a Remedy. I am. 

S1R, „ ; | 
| Your moſt obliged t 
en I very bumble Servant, 
To Dr. Doves. - > s | 


ANTHONY BALAM. 


N. B. Having taking Notice of ſome Errors 
in the Practice of other Phyſicians, I ſhall 
frankly acknowledge one in my own: I 
have [hitherto been to zealous in recom- 
mending one particular Apothecary ; but 
am reſolved, for the Future, to let all my 
Patients make uſe of any Apothecary they 


like beſt; which, I think, is but doing 
Juſtice to the' Gentlemen of that Profeſ- 
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Hoſpital Surgeon. 
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Of Merciny 


HE following Tracts. 1. the Reſult 
of a long Practice and Experience, 
joined with a diligent Application, makes it 
needleſs to write any Preface to this Piece. 
It may not, however, be improper to ac- 
quaint thoſe who have not read the — 
Part, which was firſt printed in 1695, that 
this has a Connexion with it ; and may be 
eſteemed an additional Advantage thereto, as 
it ſerves to perfect and compleat that Work; 
tho', without ſuch Aſſiſtance, it has already 
met with ſo univerſal an Approbation, as to. 
have been tranſlated into all the an 
Languages. 3 
It ſhould be obſerved, likewiſe, that the 
Halian Tranſlation of the famous M. Sancaſa- . 
ny, Counſellor and firſt Phyſician to his High- 
neſs the Duke de Guaſtale, has brought over 
ſome Perſons who were too tenacious of old 
Principles, and had profeſſedly wrote againſt 
oy) new Method. | 
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Surgery is under this Obligation to them, 
that their Obſcurity has added a new Light 
to my Imagination, and compelled me to pro- 
duce ſuch Reaſons and =" 4 as may make 
ſome Progreſs toward perfecting our Art; 
and upon this Motive I reſumed my Pen. I 


think my ſelf obliged to ward off the indirect 


Attacks made on my zealous Tranſlator, by 
anſwering all Doubts and Objections, and by 
oppoling the falſe Maxims of Antiquity, with 
Refon and Experience. 


In this Diſpute, I was not a little ſurprized 


to ſee my Letters tranſlated and printed, by 
the Care of my ingenious, Tranſlator, not- 


withſtanding the unpoliſhed, laconic, obſcure, 


and unartful Style in which they were written. 

However, they happened to be well receiv- 
ed by many very excellent Profeſſors, with 
which [aly abound. My Tranſlator has fſe- 
veral Pieces in his Poſſeſſion, which I never 


took a Copy of; and in this Collection there 


are ſome already printed in Talian, which I 
have reviewed, corrected, and made fome 
Additions to ; but, as that Language 1s not 
much uſed in France, I choſe to publiſh them 
likewiſe in the ſame with my former Work. 
I ſhould likewiſe obſerve, that Thad the 
Fortune, on my own. accord, to fall 
into the Opinion of the famous Cæſar Magati, 


and afterwards to raiſe him up out of the Ob- 


ſcurity in. which he had remain'd for above 
a whole Century. ' 
Pie This 
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| enn, 
This is a ſort of a Miracle wrought by my 
former Work. The Reader will meet wich 
other Miracles of Art in this: Eyes: entirely 
loſt, reſtored by one ſingle Operation, and 
a Number of deſperate and mortal Caſes, by 
wrong Treatment, conquered by gentle and 
expeditious Methods, Theſe will appear u 
on a Peruſal of this Work : and a faithful 
Practice will evince the- Truth of them. 
Magatus is here revived by Accident: The 
happy Succeſs of our Operation in Diſeaſes of 
the Eyes, is not owing to my Invention; I 
have only had the Advantage of ſetting it 
forth- on ſeveral Occaſions, having never met 
but with one Perſon in my Life who has 
practiſed it before me. CE 
Mercury, whoſe Virtues I here publiſh, is 
a Miracle of Nature, and the greateſt Gift of 
Providence in the whole Materia medica. 
My Knowledge of it is more owing to 
Chance, than to all 1 could collect from 
thoſe who have uſed it, or wrote of it. 

I am ready to acknowledge, that it was not 
from the Reſult of any Reaſoning, that I firſt 
entered upon the Uſe of it; however, the 
Succeſs I met with from its Adminiſtration, 
encouraged me to adhere to it, and to add 
Authority to one Experience, by another; 
] have ſince met with frequent and favourable 
Opportunities of experiencing its Efficacy in 
many chronica! and inveterate Diſeaſes, 
which, although deemed incurable, have yield- 

N | ed 
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ed to the Power of crude Mercury. 1 have 


found out a Method to prevent it from ſub- 


liming, tho? I cannot be of Opinion, that the 
Heat of our Bodies is ſufficient . to ſublime it 
without ſuch a Reſtraint. I have mixed it 
with gentle Catharticks, which determines 
one Part of it by Stool; another Part of it 
enters into the Maſs of Blood, and mixes with 
the Lymph in Circulation, without loſing its 
obular Figure, which it never leaves till it 
rendered it capable of penetrating every 
where by its Subtility and Fluidity, and of 
nouriſhing all Parts of the Body by Means 
of its balſamic Particles, which it reſtores to 
- their natural State, when they are depraved 
and altered, and removes all Obſtacles that 


may impede its Progreſs. It is a profeſſed 
Enemy to all heterogeneous, vitiating, or 


malignant Matter : As I became acquainted 
with its Virtues thro? a long and conſtant 
Practice, I have not been very ſollicitous in 
conſulting Authors who have treated of it; 
I know that Mr. Lemery, and ſome others 
extol it. ae . 

Avicen ſays, that ſome People drink it 
without any ill Conſequence, and preſcribes 
it for Children in Scald-heads. Planiſcampus 
attributes more excellent Qualities to Mercury 


than to Guaiacum. Marianus Sanctus directs 


no leſs than four Pounds of it to be taken in 
the Iliac Paſſion. Antonius Muſa, and Meſue 
recommend it for the Worms and the _ 

r. 
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Mr. le Duc, a Phyſician, who made a Voy- 
age to the Levant, tell us, that the Women ; 
of Smyrna frequently ſwallow two Drams of it 


0 at a time to aſſure Conception, and laughs at 
it thoſe who think it a Poiſon; for, ſays he, 
it the Workers in E. eee have got- 
wh ten a Trick of ſwallowing ſome Pounds ot it, 
it juſt as they are leaving off Work ; which the 


h diſcharge as ſoon they get Home, and fell. 

To prevent which Roguery, tis uſual to con- 

fine them for ſome Hours after they have done 

y Work, that they may be obliged to evacuate 

r | what they have ſwallowed. . 
Some look upon Mercury to be hot, and 

others cold ; however, if it mollifies the 

4 Blood, if it mitigates-the moſt exquiſite Pains, 

+ and calms the Tumult of the Spirits in the 

3 | Volvulus, and in many other Diſorders ; if it 

Xx diſpoſes lean Perſons to grow Fat, as without | 

4 doubt it does; theſe Conſiderations added to- 'þ 

1 gether, make it more probable that tis ra- 

X ther cold than hot, or, at leaſt, of a Temper 

betwern bort. | 

g But whether it be hot or cold *tis its Ef- 

fects I chiefly regard, and not its Qualities, 

Let it be extolled or condemned, its Virtues 

will be always the ſame: Tis Matter of Fact 

that no one Thing in Nature is capable of 

producing ſo baue and ſurprizing Effects 

in almoſt all Diſorders; ſome are of Opinion, 

that it is a good Medicine, but dangerous, 

which is giving it a good and bad Character 


at 
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for Fears and Doubts, and deprive an infinite 
Number of afflicted Perſons of the ſpeedy 
Help they might receive from its Uſe, ' 
Experience being the ſtrongeſt Evidence 
can be offered, I thought it might not be im- 
proper to relate ſome Cures performed, at 
different Times, on different Subjects, and in 
different Diforders. A very large Volume 


would hardly contain all thoſe which I have 


performed in the Space of the three and forty 
ears that I have made uſe of Mercury, was 


I to publiſh them. I have followed the ſame | 


Method in this Treatiſe, as J have done in my 


former Work, where at the End of the Cure 
of each Wound, I have annexed an Obſer- 
vation by way of Reflection; and in this, I 


have alſo ſubjoined a kind of Rationale to 
every Experiment, in order to explain the Me- 


chanical Idea which I had of this Remedy. 


In the Year 1681, when I was at Trin, a 
young Abbot informed me, that after an im- 
pure Commerce, he had been attacked with 
ſome venereal Complaints, which were indiffe- 


rently taken Care of; that, ſome Months after, 


he was afflicted with nocturnal Pains in ſeve- 
ral Parts of his Body, together with an Ulcer 
in his Noſe, which he ſhewed me. He told me, 
that the Poſture of Affairs, and the Seaſon of 
the Year, would not permit him to enter upon 


à ſtrict Courſe of Medicine; and, that it was 


of the utmoſt Conſequence to him, to have his 


Diſorder 


2 n Ma". _— aa 
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Diſorder kept Secret; deſiring me to con- 
trive ſome Method which might for the preſent 


hinder its further Progreſs, and in the Spring, 
he ſaid, he would go to Paris for the Conveni- 


ency of perfecting the Cure. 
I had, at that time, but a ſuperficial Know- 


ledge of Mercury; and therefore made him 


up, according to my uſual Manner, a Maſs of 

purging Pills, and ordered him to take a ſingle 

Pill every other Night going to Bed. 
He had not taken them above five Times, 


before he told me his Pains were diminiſhed, 


and his Ulcer much better. And after eleven 
or twelve Doſes, he found himſelf intirely cur- 
ed, to his own Surpriſe, as well as mine, who 


imagined J had only palliated the Diſeaſe. 


I adviſed him, however, for Security's Sake, 
to continue his Medicine for tome little time 
longer, and *tis very certain, that he never 
afterwards felt the leaſt Symptom of the Diſ- 
order. 

If we conſider, that Mercury 1s the only Re- 
medy capable of deſtroying the venereal Viru- 


lence, it will not be ſurprizing that it wrought 


this Effect in the preſent Caſe. But it ſeems 
difficult to account for its aeg in ſo ſalutary 
a Manner, without giving the Patient the leaſt 
Inconvenience; he having never been interrupt- 


ed in his Reſt or Diet, through the whole 


Courſe of his Cure, nor was he confined to his 


Room, or any ways altered his uſual way of 
Living, ſo as to give any one the leaſt Su- 
8 | ſpicion 


9 


charged ſeven or eight Pints of Pus and I , 


| K 
— pM of his being under a Courſe of Phy- 


This was the firſt Cure I ever performed in 


{ſuch a Manner, being, at that time, Surgeon- 


Major of the Hoſpital of Briancon, where I 


| 1 the ſame Method with equal Succeſs. 


n the Year 1694, M. le Mareſchal de Cati- 
nat ſent me ſeveral ſubaltern Officers to Oulx, 
who were afflicted with the ſame Diſtemper : 
They took no other Remedy, and returned to 
the Army in ſix Weeks, fat, brisk, and well, 
without any farther Trouble. I omit relating 


the Particulars to avoid Prolixity, and ſhall 


only give one Inſtance of a Cure of each Kind, 
unleſs ſome extraordinary Circumſtance ſhall | 
induce me to the contrary. 


In the following Year 1682, M. le Comte 


de S. George, Gentleman of the Horſe to her 
Royal Highneſs, and a Captain in the Guards, 
deſired me to viſit the Corporal of his Compa- 
my, who had been troubled with a ſchirrhous 


Tumour, for two Years, at that time as big 
as one's Head, which covered his right Thigh, 


ſo that he could hardly walk with a pair of 


Cratches : The moſt eminent Surgeons in Tu- 


rin had ordered him many Remedies, without 


Succeſs : I was reſolved to try what Mercury 
. would do in this Caſe, and having continued 
it, in the Manner afore- mentioned, for eighteen 


or twenty Days, the Tumour ſoftened, and 
came to Suppuration. I opened it, and diſ- 


and 


9 | R 
* and ia Montb's Time he was perfectly cured, 
and walked without his Crutches. | 8 


In The Succeſs I met with in this Cure, gave 
n- me a high Eſteem for the Remedy, but my 
81 Removal to another Station, ſoon after, de- 
ss. prived me of the frequent Opportunities of 
bi- applying it as I wiſhed. Beſides, my Age had 
pply ing 

lx, not as yet advanced me to a requiſite De- 
* gree of Credit for acting as I thought t proper, 
to and therefore was obliged to wait tor 4 more 
ll, favourable Seaſon. 

ng In the Year 1687, being Surgeon- Major 
all of the Hoſpital of Luſerne, 1 adminiſtred it 
ad, with Succeſs in ſeveral hard, and ſchirrhous 
all Y Tumours, I found that thoſe which were but 
| of a moderate Size, and of no. very. long Du- 
mte ration, would be diſſipated without Suppurat- 
her ing; and that thoſe which were larger and of 
ds, a longer Date, would come to Suppuratioa, 
pa- This made me of Opinion, that not withſtand- 
OUS ing their Hardneſs, Age and Inſenſibility, yet 
big they were not intirely without a Communica- 
gh, tion with the Fluids. 

of To give a Mechanical Explication of the 
Tu- Effect of Mercury in theſe Tumours, it mult 
out be conſidered, that the Matter which conſti- 
ury tutes thoſe Tumours are-owing to Congeſtion, 
ued as well as Obſtructions in all other Parts ot 
een the Body, cannot move of its ſelf, when it is 
and once accumulated and ſtopped: N vhſtand. 
diſ- ing the Elaſticity of che Parts, there is an ab- 
ph, ſolute Neceſſity for ſomething to ſhock, dub | 
and liſe, render ir fluid, and diſunite it. 
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4 . this End, the Fluids which cir- 
cula te in Tumours, as well as in other Parts 
of the Body, muſt be put into a rapid Moti- 
on, ſufficient to diſintangle, looſen, and re- 
move that which before was fixed and with- 
out Motion. Tis Mercury alone which is ca- 
pable of performing this Office, as it unites 
it ſelt with the Lymph, follows its Motion, and 
accompanies it through all Parts of the Body. 
Theſe little Globules, which are diviſible 
ad Tnfinitum, roll along with it inſeparably: 
The Rotundity of their Figure make them 
fit to encounter the Obſtacles they meet with 
in their Way without any Fear of their bein 
ſtopped, withheld, or entangled: They ſlide 


upon, ſtrike, rub, and put thoſe Particles of MW 


Matter into Motion which were united, con- 
nected and coagulated, in the Parts, or in the 
Glands, contrary to the Laws of Nature: 
They render them more fluid, reduce them to 
Pus, or carry them away with themſelves, to 
be excreted by the perſpiratory Paſſages, or 
by Stool or Urine. 

By this Mechaniſm, unnatural Tumours, 
Obſtructions in Ulcers, and other Parts of the 
Body, are removed, the Fluids re- eſtabliſhed in 
that State which is neceſſary to Life, and the 
Preſervation of Health: This is what I con- 
ceive concerning the two Operations of Mer- 
cury on Coagulations; that of abſorbing, and 
that of diſſolving; tho' theſe are Philoſophi- 
cal Terms, which with regard to operative 
e 5 | | Effects 
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Effects are to be explained in a very different 
Manner, as I ſhall endeavour to ſhew hereafter. 


In 1691, when I was Surgeon-Major of the 
Hoſpital of Briancon, I was fetched to a young 
Woman, who had a Tumour on her Right 
Check for two Years : When it came to Sup- 

uration it was dreſſed with a Tent, which 
[ef in Fiſtulous, and by Degrees the lower Jaw 
became ſo fixed, that its Motion was entirely 
loſt, and her Mouth ſo cloſed that ſhe was con- 
ſtrained to live wholly on Broths, or other Li- 
quids. I was told, that ſhe had made uſe of ſe- 
veral Remedies without any Succeſs, _ 

I ordered ſome very ſmall Pills to be made 
up for her, one of which ſhe took cver: 
other Day for a Month, at the End of which 
her Jaw was relaxed, her Mouth opened, and 
her Fiſtula 5 healed, to the great Joy 
and Surpriſe of the Patient. As this Cure Was * 
ſomewhat extraordinary, it prevailed upon me 
ro adminiſter the Remedy in ſeveral chronical 
Diſeaſes, which had before eluded the Force 


of all the uſual Medicines, which notwithſtand- 
ing, yielded'ro this, :. 


The greateſt Part of the Fitulas, which hap- 
pen in Wounds and Abſceſſes, are the Conie- 
quence of Tents, which by bending the Fi- 
bres of the Canal, into which they arc intro- 


duced, and by their frequent Friction, and 


continual Compreſſion, unite them, and cauſe 
them to adhere to one another, till ac length --- 
they form what is uſually call'd a Callus. 


— 
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- As chere are a great Number of ſmall Veſ- 
els in all Parts of the Body, which convey 

the Lymph and the other Juices: The Ori- 
fices of the little Tubes, which are contained 
Within the wholeExtent ofthe Callus, and which 
confines and bears upon the aforementioned 
replicated and united Fibres, are diſunited by 
the Force of the globular Particles of the Mer- 
cury mixed with the Lymph : The nutritious 
Juice expands it ſelf among the Fibres thus re- 
lieved, and re- inſtates them in their original 
Order: I think the Effect Mercury produces 


upon the callous Part of Fiſtulas cannot be ſo 


eaſily explained in any other Manner, as by 
its ſhocking and diſengaging the Fibres which 
were before replicated and glued together; in 
which Caſe 'tis abſolutely neceſſary that the 
Tent ſhould be thrown aſide : Thoſe who are 
reſolved to have it, that its Virtue conſiſts in 
_ abſorbing of Acids, ſhould not urge that Con- 

ſideration here, where there are no Acids to be 
abſorbed ; or if they urge that it ſerves to diſ- 
ſolve the Callus, let them give ſome mecha- 


nical Account how it is performed; for ' tis 


certainly true, that it muſt act after the ſame 
Manner here as in other Obſtructions and Tu- 
mours, and that tis only by virtue of ſome 
mechanical Property, that it anſwers the End 


7 i 


in ſuch a Number of various Caſes. 

Aſter the Peace in 1696, I had the Honour 
to ſucceed the famous M. Thoyvenot, who was, 
All his Death, firſt Surgeon to her Royal 


Highneſs 3 
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Highneſs; ſoon aſter I came to Turin, I 
a poor Girl begging on the Steps of St. Jobm 8 
Church, in a Place called Cornie: The Num- 
ber of ſcrophulous Holes in her Face, and up- 
on her Breaſt, rendered her an Object horri- 
ble to look at: Beſides this, all the Glands of 
her Neck were ſwoln, and her Hands and Feet 
were quite deformed. RO) NT 
I ſent for her Home; and prevailed upon 
ber to take a Doſe of my. Mercury every 
other Day; and being willing to ſee her take 
the firſt Doſe my felt, I ordered. ſome Soop to 
be brought her, to drink after it. 
She continued to ute this Medieine for the 
Space of fix Months, at the End of which 
Lime ſhe was perfectly cured ; fo that ſhe was 


_ aiterwards married, and had ſeyend! Children. 


Scrophulous 'Cafes are the moſt difficult to 
cure, and very few Remedies affect their Cauſe. 
They frequently occur in ſome Climates and 
Nations; and are often the Inheritance of our 
Anceſtors Irrcgularities : Their Origin is in 
the Blood, their Seat in the Glands and Joints, 


The Coldneſs of their Nature, and the Viſcidi?ꝰ- 


ty of their Humour, which is inſpiſſated by 
an Acid, makes them not eaſily "conquered by | 


ordinary Remedies. 


It has been long ſince confeſſed, that Merc" 
cury is the only Medicine capable of perform 
ing a thorough Cure in theſe Piſorders, ei- 


ther by liquefy ing, diſſolving, and putting the 


Juices 1 in — or * koying the Kei 
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and vicious Ferments, which occaſion the co- 
a gulation of the Lymph, and by ſending Spi- 
rits and Heat into the afflicted Members. 
The Acid which is the Cauſe of theſe cold 
Coagulations, is exceeding difficult to be de- 
ſtroyed. The Mercury can by its Motion, but 
little affect its ſoft and glutinous Texture: And g 
for this Reaſon a conſiderable Time is required | 
before it is able to diſconcert it, and break, or | 
blunt the Points of the Acids which occaſion 
it; however, without Diſpute, it affects it at 
laſt : For by · circulating with the Lymph in 
the Articulations, and in the ſcrophulous 
Glands, it gradually removes the Obſtacles - 
which oppoſe the Courſe of the Fluids. 
About a Year after, I had under my Care 
M. Duſaure, a Frenchman, who had been 
a fflicted with a Tumour in the Liver for above 
two Fears, ſor which he had conſulted ſeveral 
Univerſities o no Purpoſec. pat 756-4 
This Tumour was bigger than one's Fiſt, 
exceeding painful, and: externally protuberant, 
- by which was eaſy to determine the Extent 
bol it: His Paulie was irregular, he was troubled 
with frequent Syncopes, want of Sleep, and an 
| univerſal Uneaſineſss. WM 
1 propoſed to him the Uſe of my Remedy, 
as a proper Diſſolvent for the Diſſipation of his 
Tumour: He drank chalybeated Wine with 
it, in which Cepillus Veneris was infuſed ; and 
3 was, perfect] cured in a Month's Time by the 
| conſtant Uſe of his Medicines. 25 1 
| | is 
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This Tumour was ſchirrhous, notwithſtan l- 
ing it was painful 3. which might poſſibly be  - 
occaſioned by its Compreſſion upon the Parts 
which it adhered; and he has enjoyed: a good 
State of Health ever ſince. 
Me. Couturiere, Milliner to her Royal High- 


neſs, was afflicted in 1703, with a Tumour in 


her Breaſt, which grew conſiderably ina ſhort ' 
Time, being very painful and hard, d wer? 
ing directly to a Carcinoma. | 
She uſed the ſime Remedy, and was entire- 
ly cured in one Month, having never ſince felt 
che leaſt Pain in that Part. Vaſt Numbers have 
been cured, both at Court and in the City by 
the ſame Medicine ; and very lately a Lady 
of the firſt Rank, whoſe Name J forbzar io 
mention, though ſhe has made no Secret of the 
Cure herſelf : However, if theſe Complaints 
are inveterat2, the beſt Way is not to meddle 


with them, or to proceed immediately to Am- 


putation : They have always been looked up- 

on as Caſes of the moſt difficult Cure, and = 
deemed incurabl-, when ulcerated. 1 hey are 
excruciating upon Account of their Pain, and 
inſupportable upon Account of their Stench; 
and there is nothing but crude Mercury taken 
inwardly, which by its Friction is able to blunt 
the Points of the Acids that conſume the Fleſh 
in the Parts affected. And when the Cure be- 
comes impoſſible, nothing is more fit to mi- 


tigate the Pain, prevent a further 3 = 


and oppoſe Corruption and Stench. 
04 When 
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When our Court attended the Queen of 
Spain as far as the Borough of Cony in 1702, 
I was, in returning back, ſeized in the City of 
Fouſan, with ſo violent a Fit of the Gravel, 
that I imagined it would have carried me off, 
I voided, in the Bath which was prepared for 
me, ſeveral ſmall Stones and Gravel, with in- 
conceivable Torture, and the Liquor which 
came away was pure Blood inſtead of Urine. 


I was carried to Turin, where Mr. Fouſage, 


at that time, firſt Phyſician to her Royal 
Highneſs, preſcribed me Medicines for three 
Months, at the End of which I relapſed in- 
to my former Condition, voiding Stones and 
Gravel with exceſſive Pain. 8 

At length I began to take my Diſſol vent in- 
to Conſideration; imagining, chat theſe Stones 
were formed and concreted by a thick Lymph, 


which could it be rendered more fluid, would 


prevent any farther Concretions of this Sort; 
and to this End I made Uſe of my Remedy : 
The Conſequence was, that all my Symptoms 


ceaſed, and I have not from that Time to this 


been ſenſible of the leaſt Touch of my Com- 
plaint. *Tis true indeed, that at certain Sea- 
tons I take a few Doſes of the Medicine, which 
I believe ſecures me againſt a Relapſe. 


I am the firſt to whom I ever adminiſtred 
this Remedy, in ſuch a Caſe ; but not the laſt: 


I have frequently given it to many Perſons in 


| the ſame Condition, and always with good 


Succeſs. It is not leſs efficacious in Retentions 
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of Urine from. a Wierer Gelly. M. le Baron 


. de Chaingye Niſar has experienced it to his Sa- 
f tistaction. For four Years together he could 
L not make Water without the moſt exquiſite 
* Pain and Labour: He took this Remedy, 
and in a ſhort Time he e his Urine 
— freely and without, Pain. M. le. Chavelier, ze 
h Myrete who cquld. make. "+ Water for five 
2 Days together, without the Aſſiſtance of my 
. dear Friend M. Ciconigni, and two other. Phy- 
il ſicians of Note; but was cured in one Day's- 


e "Time by the Aſſiſtance of my Remedy. I 
- have y freſh Caſe of the like Nature, where thex 
d | fame Remegy Was, given with Succeſs. ; But 
ſuch Relations lead me too far out of the Way; 3 : 
1- ſo I ſhall ſuppreſs this with many others; not- 
es withſtanding a great Number of Inſtances are 
„ the moſt perſuaſive; for a angle; Cure might 
d be imputed to mere Chance. 
3 It appears then chat crude |) lercuny is uſe⸗ 
„ ful i 17 74 Gravel, by bringing it away and pre 
18 venting the Viſcoſity of the Lymph, which 
is conghutinates the tartarous Panticles of the 
n- Blood. ' 
a- 0 Viſcoſities occaſion much the fame 
ch toms as the Stone 1 it. ſelf, and although: - 
| RE R's ains they prod duce : are not 1 exquiſite, 
ed they are, however, frequently attended with a. 
t: Suppreſſion of Urine, by obſtruCticg the Tubes 
in which-ſhould convey it into the Bladder: In 


dd ſuch, a Caſe, Mercury by the Rotundity; of 


ns its Particles and its Motion, is AIG, of,.. 
5 breaking, 
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breaking, dividing and diſperſing, the Coagu- ö 
lation of the Lymph, and that in a ſhort. 
Time; and, at the ſame Time, it blunts the 


Points of the Acids, and obliges them to let 
go whatſoever they are connected with; thus 
every Thing is reſtored to its natural Order. 


M. Campagnole, who keeps one of the moſt 
noted Houſes of Entertainment in Turin, is 
ſubject to a violent Cholick ; which Diſeaſe 
haas reduced her to the laſt Extremity for theſe 
|  )three Years. In 1722, ſhe was attacked with 
this Diſtemper in the Micdle of the Night. 
As T lived in the Neighbourhood, ſhe ſent for 
me: I found her in a deplorable Condition, 
and gave her a double Doſe of my Mercury; 
Toon after, her tormenting Pains ceaſed, and 
before Morning ſhe voided by Stool a Pailful 
of Excrements and Water: The next Day 
ſhe voided the ſame Quantity, and fo was en- 
tirely freed of her Complaint : In the laſt Fit 
before this ſhe was tortured a whole Month 
between Pains and Medicines, yet this gave 
her Eaſe in a few Minutes after it was taken. 
The prodigious and haſty. Evacuation in 
ja was owing to Catharticks, but the 
Mercury contributed very much to it, by di- 
viding the Humours, and rendering them more 


this Ca 


fluid, and fit ro be diſcharged. This Woman 


had all the Epigaſtrick Region ſtuffed, with 
viſcuous and acid Humours, which occaſion- 

ed a Tenſion and Irritation in the Inteflines, 

and weakened the Periſtaltick Motion of the 


Guts, 


5 rr) 3 
Guts, which nothing could better re-eſtabliſh 
than Mercury, by the Motion of its Parti- 
cles: It, at the ſame Time, blunted. the Points 
of the Acids, which occaſioned Convulſions in 
thoſe Parts: And the Criſpation of the Fibres 
being removed, whatſoever the Guts contain- 
ed was naturally precipitated by the Weight 
of the Mercury, | „ 

Mercury, x: it is received into the Sto- 
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mach, is blended with whatever it meets with 
there; and, as the lacteal Veſſels receive what 
is ſubtle enough to enter their Orifices, the 
more volatile Part of the Mercury is conſe- ( | 


nr 


quently admitted and conveyed into the Maſs \ 
of Blood, which it renders more fluid and ſoft ; 
whilſt what remains in the Inteftines, purſues 
the common Courſe of Purgarives. 

In 1710, one M. de la Pierre, Governor to 
a German Lord, had an inveterate Itch, which 
eluded the Force of all the Medicines he had 
taken in France and Holland. He took of my 
Mercury, and without the Aſſiſtance of an 
other Remedy, was perfectly cured in three, 
Weeks, went away very well ſatisfied, and the 
next Year wrote to me to ſend him the Medi- 
cine to the Hague, one of his Friends being 
under the ſame Mis fortune. 

M. Carret, Commiſſary of War in the Ar- 
mies and Hoſpitals of France, was afflicted 
with an ill- favoured red Teter, which ſpread 
over half his Face, he refuſed to take any R- 
medies that were recommended to him; but 

| came 
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ed after the fourth Doſe. He continue 


( 232) 
came to me as ſoon as conveniently he could; 
I gave him my Mercury, which had ſo ſudden. 
an Effect, that he perceived himſelf ſenſibly 
amended after the firſt Doſe; after the 801 


the Teiler was apparently diminiſhed, and after. 


the fourth it was hardly diſcernable. However, 


he continued the Uſe of it; but after the fifth 
Doſe, there was not the leaſt Footſtep of it 
D ̃ ˙ HTO 
Another Cure was performed upon M. le 
Comte d Argue, a Bavarian Gentleman, with 
the ſame Expedition. As he returned from 
France, where he had been for his Health, he 
was ſeized in Savoy, with Pains in his Should-. 
ers, and a large Cluſter of Puſtules which co- 
vered . this was in. 1723. He 
ſent for the very learned M. Cicognini to ad- 
viſe wich him, whether it would be better to 
put himſelt under a Courſe of Medicine at Tu- 
in, or to return to France. This Phyſician. 
recommended Me, and my Remedy, which 
he thought ſufficient to exti ĩcate him from the 
Difficulty he laboured under: After he had 


twice taken it, he found his Pains abated, and 


his Puſtules decaying, which entirely diſa ee: | 
| the 

Repetition of if ſome ſhort Time, and ſtocked 

himſelf with a good Quantity when he went 


„ 


The ſudden Alteration occaſioned by the 


5 Mercury in this tumified Teter, 15 an unde- | 
niable Proof of its mixing with the, Lymph. 
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(133. ) 
Its manner of Operation is the Saad in Teters, 
Itch, and Fiel of the Ras and q ther Parts 
of che Body, as it is in ſchirrhous . 
Scrophula' s, Carcinomia's, Wenn's & it re- 
moves the Obſtruction of the Glands, by de- 
ſtroying the Acids which cauſed it; and the 
Lymph conveying it to the Pores of Buy Skin, 
its volatile PENNE carry the Atids neh 
lurk in thoſe Pores along wit! them, and diſ- 
charge them by inſenfible Perſpi ſpiration. Thus 
are the fibrous Mamille, which were before; 
compreſſed and rendered inactive, reſtored to 
their preſtine Form, Elaſticity, and Office: 
Apd 1255 Orifices being unloch ed, Perſpirn- 
tion goes on as before. ng 
Although the, Diſorders, e 1 have de- 
ſcribed, were attended with Variety of Symp-. 


toms, yet were they all produced from the ſamre 


Cauſe, The ſofter Preparations ot Mercury, 
as Ethiops Mineralis, and the Powder of Algo- 
"0h arc ſeryiceable in external Application, 
exhauſting the Acids, and opening, it e 

2M, But a Salivation would inall Probabili "30 
ty enſue, ſhould any of the acid Particles, 1 85 
blended with the Mercury, re- enter into 4 
Maſs of Blood, which, makes me affirm, t 
crude Mercury taken by the Mouth, is more i 
effectual, certain, and expeditious. 

In 1719, my Adjutant's Son in the Hoſpi- 
tal of Briaucon was ſent me to Turin, afflicted 
with an univerſal Leproſy, ; his Head was in 
a very bad Condition, and his whole Body bl 

. vere 


161349 

vered with white Scales: I ſhewed him, in theſe 
Circumſtances, to ſome of the Profeſſion.” 
I took him to my Houſe, and gave him a 
Pill every other Evening towards Bed-time. 
At ſix Weeks End his Head and Neck were 
as clean as a Pearl, and perfectly cured. 

The Leproſy and Pox have a near Affinity 
to each other, according to the Opinions of 
moſt learned Men. Mercury has, at all Times 
been acknowledged for the Specifick in ſuch 
Diſeaſes, ſince it was firſt diſcovered and ad- 
miniſtred. And has certainly an abſolute Pow- 
er over theſe Ferments: T were needleſs to 
iHuſtrate its mechanical Operation upon theſe 
Poiſons : It is too well known ever to be call- 
ed in Queftion. This was the firſt Leper I 
ever had under my Care: This Diſeaſe though 
very formidable, gives way to Mercury right- 


Ix prepared, as readily as the ſlighteſt of them 
18 "yy n Drin . 
In 1721, 1 was commanded by her Royal 


Highneſs to attend Madam la Conteſſe Buſquet, 
in the City of Equiere, who had been confined 
to her Bed for four Months by a violent and 
painful Sciatica. She could not ſtir in the leaſt, 
without giving herſelf mortal Agonies, and 
being conſtrained to void, her Excrements un- 


der her, a Mortification was to be feared up- 


on her inward Parts; wherefore, without de- 
15 vi I propoſed to her Phyfician the Uſe of my 
Mercury, which he very readily came into. 


She 


- 


= (I) 

ſe She had not taken above three Doſes, be- 
7 fore the Violence of the Pain was abated ; and 

a after the Fourth, ſhe felt no more of it: Af- 
- ter the ſeventh ſhe left her Bed, and began to 
re walk: The vaſt Quantity of Phlegm which 
the firſt Doſes of this Medicine diſcharged ſur- 
y prized both the Patient, and her Phyſician. 
pf The Patient wondered to find an Abatement 


es of her. Miſery in Proportion to the Evacua- 
h tion, which did not in the leaſt weaken her ; 
1 and the Phyſician was at a Loſs to account for 
bo ſuch extraordinary Succeſs ; which occaſioned 


* 
- * 


ſe ter. The Lettèr was read to her Royal High- 

I- IJ neſs by my dear Friend M. Ciconigni, [who was 

I nimſelf not a little pleaſed at the ſpeedy and 
rh ſalutary Effect of ſo ſimple a Remedy, as well 
t- Jas at he tender and obliging Expreſſions of 
m the Patient and the Phyſician. 
ap je Gout in its I fancy, the Rheumatiſm, ; .- 
al the Sciatica, and all Diſeaſes of this Nature, 
t, are to becured by ſwallowing crude Mercury. 
I am convinced, by Experience, that they are 
id all of the ſame Nature, tho' they paſs under 
t, different Names, and effect different Parts of 

id the Body: As they are produced by one Cauſe, - 
n- |} they are to be overcome by one Remedy; and 
p- by that very kind of Mechaniſm which I il- 
e- luſtrated before, in ſpeaking of Acids. _ 
1y Theexpeditious Action of Mercury on ſuch 

minute Bodies cannot, in my Opinion, be 
he } otherwiſe accounted for; ſince nothing on . 
oon 


o him De Surprize to me in a Let- 


(ien 
ſoon conveyed into the Blood, or to the Parts 
Are which ha pens ſeveral Times | in the 


Space o 


culation, it finiſhes in its ubſequent ones. 1 


grants that it eſcapes partly by Perſpiration” 


rtly, by Stool ; but then by repeating. 
95 . Pos the Operation is continued wWit out 


Interruption ; otherwiſe the Acids which * take 
up their Reſidence in the Potes and Mem. 


branes could not be diſlodged, and commi- 

nuted, as it happens! in Sciatice and Rheuma- 

and be- 

1 inter woven with any Subftancet to 
e 


tiſms ; their Points ſtanding on end 


em; when the nutricious Juice, comes 
loaden bony Mercury to the Membranes, ſtuck 


full of thoſe ſharp” Spiculæ, the finall round 
Particles of the Mercury expand themſelves 


over the Membranes, — aving Solidity 


ſufficient, ſh tear is. es, and deſtro 
the aforefh id, Poikits wh 115 


gitate 115 the EM 


ſive Un rſtanding g than mine, may e 
give a more rat 1125 Account of the 


ter, 
The Wife of Mr Reſſant, Cy Ber in 


urin aged about 3 * Was ſent to her Huf 


band from Briancon, under x Complication of 
Diſeaſes, which had eluded the Skill of the 
beſt ee in Briancon for four Years. A- 
mong 1 111 Co plains, Heh had! a ſmall M1 Fe. a 


Ver, 
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A natural Jay. On this Score, it gains 7 
to paſs, that what it has be 40 its firſt Cir. 


frerwards deal. l 
form no other _ 
Idea of 25 ſpeedy Te Te of this Sort 
of Diſeafes : : Thoſe who have, a more exten- 
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„ | 
ver, a Difficulty of Breathing, a Pain in her 
Stomach, a very ſtinking Breath, and a mon- 
itrous Swelling of her right Thigh and Leg; 
for which laſt Diſorder ſhe had uſed diverſe 
Sorts. of mineral Waters, both by way of 
Baths and Fomentations ; in a Word, ſhe 
was pronounced incurable. Her Husband find- 
ing her in ſo miſerable a Condition, had ſo 
much Confidence in me as to commit her en- 
tirely to my Care; and, indeed, it was with 
ſome. Reluctance that I undertook the Cure. 
However, having been convinced by Expe- 
perience, that in theſe deſperate Caſes, eſpeci- 
ally, Mercury gives Proofs of its Force, Vir- 
tue and Efficacy, above all other Medicines; 

[ no longer remained in Suſpence, but gave her 
my Remedy without any other Preparation: 
T he firſt Dofes had Tons comfortable Ef- 
fects upon her; moſt of her Symptoms ceaſed ; 

her Pulſe was much mended, the Pain of her 
eee and the ſtinking Breath 3 diſ- 
appeared; the Thigh and Leg were leſs pain- 
„ their „ ·[᷑ „= conſiderably — x 
niſhed. Thus ſhe went on for ſixteen Doſes, 
when her Menſes obliged her to. deſiſt ; but 
atterward ſhe reſumed her Medicine, and 
without any Conflict was chis formidable Co- 
agulation of Humours diſſolved ; and the Li- 
quors recovered their Fluidity, after two and 
torty Doſes of the Mercury. The Thigh and 
Leg were relaxed, the coagulated Matter now; = * 
made fluid, returning with the Mercury 1 | 
2478 # e vl Goy dents WR 
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the Blood : In ſhort, in the Month of May, 
the preſent Year 1724, the Mercury excited 
a gentle Salivation: This was the only Time 
J ever knew it produce ſuch an Effect, tho“ 
J have given it above ſix Months together. 
I 0o enter rightly into the mechanical Ra- 
tionale of this Matter, it ſhould be obſerved, 
that in the Diſorder of the Thigh and Leg, 


there was no Extravaſation. The coagulated 
Liquors were entirely confined within the 
Glands, and the external Veſlels, a Proof of 


which is, that notwithſtanding the Size of 


thoſe Parts, the Patient could {till walk; the 


Muſcles being unaffected. 


A Diſſolution being once made in the Veſ- 


ſels and the Glands, it is natural enough, that 


the: Liquor having recovered its Fluidity, 


ſhould: re-enter and mix with other Fluids, in 
the Courſe of Circulation. | 
But tne ſubtile Parts of the Mercury being 


cloſely combined with what was diſſolved, 


cauſed thoſe Fluids to aſcend, by which Means 


the Veſſels of the Throat, which became di- 


ſtended there with, and the Orifices of the ſa- 
livary Ducts were ſtrained and dilated, and af- 
forded a Paſſage to the ſeparated Humours ; 
and then the Pigh and Leg diminiſhed con- 
ſiderabl r 4535 


: 
.* 


This falutary Flux laſted about eight Days 


and' re-eſtabliſhed the Gentlewoman in a ſur- 
prizing Condition of Health: She is now 
actually under my Care, and I hope to reduce 
her Thigh and Leg to their natural State, 


( 139 ) 

If crude Mercury did imbibe Acids, as 
ny have imagined, it muſt, in this Caſe, have 
been ſufficiently ſtocked with them, to have 
made Havock with the inward Parts of the 
Mouth in the Diſcharge; whereas, nothing 
more was E than a ſmall Heat. In theſe 

e 


o 


„ 


Diſeaſes the morbific Particles are not ſo pun- 
gent and corroſive as they are in Venereal 
Caſes, which make the Bones carious, and de- 
ſtroy the Fleſh, without the Aſſiſtance of any 


- 


other Matter. | | 

The thick viſcous Matter which nouriſhes 
the Hair, being abundantly increaſed: by the 
Obſtructions in the Skin where it is planted, - 
occaſioned ſuch a Plenty of it, that the whole 
Leg and Thigh were perfectly covered there- 


E with : for which Reaſon I look upon the Ma- 


lady of theſe Parts to have had its riſe from 
the Viſcidity of the Matter ſtagnating in the 
capillary Veſſels and Glands of the Skin, which 
being inconceiveably numerous, at laſt formed 
| 1 


ſo conſiderable a Subſtance. by 8 


It may then be taken for granted, that Mer- 
cury, ſooner or later, penetrates into, and 
breaks the Connexion of this Matter; that 
it diſengages them from the Acids, and ſo re- 
ſtores them to their original Fluidity. 

If we conſider the Effects of Mercury in one 
Cure, we ſhall be able to judge of its Effects 
in all others, though of a different Kind; be. 
cauſe in all its Variety of Operations and 


( 140.) 
Productions, it acts by the ſame Mechanical 
Laws. ly i 

have, at this ae my Gare, Diſeaſes 

that are inveterate and difficult to cure. I. ad- 

miniſter this ſame Remedy in them all; and 


trom the Day. I begin with it, I have Reaſon 


to hope for Succeſs, alrhough the common 
Methods in Practice have failed. _ 

Reſpect forbids me to Name one of my Pa- 
tients; and ſome other Diſcretion obliges me 
to conceal. But let the Reader judge of what 
may be done from what has been done: The 
| Cures already related, are ſurprizing, and thoſe 
I ſhall relate hereafter, will be no leſs. And 
now, I think, I have ſaid enough to give an 
Idea of the Effects of this admirable Remedy. 

- The firſt Wife of M: Rouſſeau, in 1712, 
was afflicted for near four Months together 
with a Complication of Diſtempers. She was 
viſited by many of our Phylicians, who after 
they had Seen examined her Symptoms, 
were of Opinion that a Solium had brought 
her into a Conſumption; becauſe ſhe vomited 
conſtantly, every Day, after ſhe had eaten. 
Theſe Gentlemen agreed, that my Mercury 
was the only Medicine which auld be of Be- 
nefit to her.. 

The very firſt Doſe took off her Vomiting, 


an the Reſt, which were Tae in al, 


entirely re overed her. 


1e 


ase ten occur, Where it is almoft im- 
| Poli chat che mo accurate n ſhould 
not 


CH) 
not be miſtaken. A Girl who wove Hair for 
my Perriwig-Maker in 1712, being about 15 
or 16 Years old, was for three Weeks toge-« 
ther blooded and purged, beſides other Reme- 
dies and Operations, that were uſed to ſo lit- 
tle Purpoſe, that at laſt ſhe was ſeized with a 
violent and frequent Hic-up, which prevented 
her from ſwallowing or retaining any Thing 
in her Stomach. She was given over by her 
Phyſician, |who defired her Mother to fend 
tor a Prieſt to give her the Sacraments. In this 
Conjuncture M. de la Tauche came to me, and 
deſired me to ſee the Girl. I went, and after 1 
had ſeen her, and examined her Pulſe, I thought 
| perceived in her Eyes ſome Symptoms of 
Worms. I took M. de la Towehbe Home along 
with me, and delivered to him a Doſe of my 
Mercury, with Directions to give it her by 
Degrees, in four ſmall Pills, with a little Wine. 
The firſt Parcel ſhe took ſtopped the Hic. up, 
and ſhe ſwallowed the others with Eaſe; ſoon 
after which ſhe vomited up a Worm as thick 
as one's Finger, and half an Ell long, wich a 
big Head : The Perſons who attended her, to 
my great Vexation, threw it away. She was 
perfectly cured in a few! Days. 
Many Phyſicians look upon Worms of the 


Body. with 2 Kind of Indifference 3 and efteem 
them ſerviceable'in e d certain 1 
fluities in our Bodies. | 

But after all, the more they multiply, and 
the more they increaſe in Bulk, the more Nou- 
| riſnment 


* [243 )_ 
riſnment they require. If in ſuch Caſes 1 
Nender Diet ſhould be ordered, they would 


entirely conſume it; and if that were too littk 
to ſuffice, they would prey upon the Parts 
themſelves. 


Upon this Conſideration, the beſt Way is 


to prevent their Increaſe, and drive ſuch Ani. 


mals out of the Inteſtines, the Nouriſhment of 


whoſe Bodies are the Deſtruction of our own. 


Worms of the Stomach and Inteſtines are 
deſtroyed by Mercury. It not only kills them, 


but deſtroys the very Seeds of them. This al 


agree to, who have written of Mercury; and 
Experience evinces the Truth of it. 

Almoſt every Thing is full of Worms: Our 
Food abounds with them; their Seeds get into 
our Bodies an infinite Number of Ways. They 
float in the Blood and other Liquors, in all 


Ages, Sexes and Conſtitutions, and devour in- 


differently what they meet with. But the Soli. 
um feeds on nothing by Chyle 3 and therefore 
2 Conſumption is an inevitable Concomitant 


of this Creature. 


- The Worms of the Stomach and Guts depo- 
ſite Seed and Excrements, which mixing with 
the Chyle, are carried into the Blood, and cre- 


ate Fevers of an uncommon Nature, either byl 


Corruption, or by the Coagulation which ws 
Acrimony occaſions in the Blood. | 

In all theſe Caſes, I believe nothing is ſo 
effectual as Mercury, on account of its ſepa- 
rating From the Blood, and carrying K a- 
along 
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(143) | 
long with it whatſoever is noxious : It pro- 
motes Perſpiration, and by its Percuſſion and 
the Sphericity of its Particles, diſſolves, ſepa- 
rates, and ſubtiliſes all Manner of Coagula- 
tions, which may be reckoned the Source of 
moſt Fevers. 55 ; 
In ſhort, whether the febrile Efferveſcence 
be kindled in the Blood by Worms, a wrong 
Uſe of Natural Things, an ill choſen Diet, or 
the Want of Perſpiration, Mercury overcomes 
all. When it is well killed, and its Parts are 
divided as much as poſſible z and in this Con- 
dition is conveyed into the Stomach, it is ea- 
ſily admitted into the lacteal Veins, and con- 
veyed into the Maſs of Blood. 
Mr. Lewenboeck has obſerved, that the Blood 


conſiſts of globular Particles, as well as Mercu- 


ry : Wherefore *rwere impoſſible they ſhould 
enter into ſuch Contract with each other, as to 
be united. | 


The Motion of the Blood, aud of. the 


Lymph that accompanies it, cauſes theſe ſmall 
Globules to ſtrike one againſt another; by 
which Shock reiterated, all the Particles both 
of the Mercury and the Blood are divided and 
ſubdivided to Infinity: Tis by ſuch a Man- 
gulations of the 
Blood are deſtroyed 3 that they are rendered 
the more fluid, and leſs liable to occaſion Ob- 
ſtructions in the ſmaller Veſſels. The Globules 
of Mercury united with the Lymph, being 
exceeding ſmooch, and containing, in Propor- 

tion 


® < 


7 


ion to their Bulk, a very large Quantity oi 
Matter, ſooner inſinuate themſelves into all 


Places where the Velocity of their Motion car- 


ries them; removing all Obſtacles in its Courſe 
and diſperſing every Thing that is unnatural- 
ly united; which by the Motion communi- 
cated to it, is hindred from reuniting, and thus 
diſcharged through one of the Emunctories, 
according to the Inclination of Nature, or 
the Diſpoſition of the Subject... 


Theſe Particles being, as J ſaid before, 


"united with the Lymph, render it more fluid, 
penegrating, active, ſweet, and balſamick, and 


conſequently more fit to increaſe the nutritious 
Juice in the ſeveral Parts of the Body, and 
more proper to repair the Loſſes ſuſtained by 
the Violence of Diſeaſes; taking away, at the 
—— Time, the fatal Cauſes which produced 
mem. | f ys 

If what I have obſerved of Mercury be true, 
it muſt be acknowledged that it has Nothing 
in it that is corroſive. Yr it be capable at any 
Time of aſſuming ſuch Qualities, it muſt be 


when it is diveſted of its natural Figure and 


Motion. 


It muſt thetefore be the Violence of the 


Fire, which altering its Figure, renders it cor- 
roſive; which is the Caſe when it 1s — 
1 


rated with Salt and Vitriol to make corrofive 
Sublimate. dg | 


If Mercury may be judged of from its Ef. 
fects, ſurely crude Mercury has the beſt Title 


to 
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9 | 
to be called Mercurius dulcis; for that which 
is prepared with Fire, and goes by that Name, 
is capable of uniting with Acids in the Body. 
So that to avoid the Danger of railing a pain- 
ful Salivation, it muſt be given but in ſmall 
Quantities, and that feldom : I have known 
the terrible Conſequences of it upon a Lady of 
Diſtinction, who fell a Sacrifice to this Re- 
maß, 5-4; 1 

When crude Mercury enters into the Body 
by Frictions, or Fumigations, it mixes with the 
Lymph; but then it penetrates alſo into the 
Veins and Arteries, where it ſtrikes againſt 
the arterial Blood, with a Direction contrary 
to the Courſe of it, and acts upon it in the 
Manner of a Bank, or Damm. 

If the Blood and Spirits yield to ſuch a 
Shock, their Motion muſt of Neceſſity be 
much weakened, and even ſuppreſſed as far as 
the Friction extends; ſo that they will inevi- 
tably ſtand ſtill, or move backwards: This 
Struggle therefore muſt produce ſuch Symp- 
toms as always attend an impeded Circulation, 
which I have ſeen many Inſtances of. 
If it enters the Pores of the ſmall nervous 
Fibres which terminate at the Skin, it will 
farther penetrate into the Trunks of the Nerves, 
and obſtruct the Courſe of the animal Spirits, 
and occaſion a Palſy. . 
Theſe Effects are not produced by crude 
Mercury: Tis the Manner of applying it, 

G which 


b e 
which occaſions: theſe Extravagancies, beſides 
many more which I could mention. | 

The Difference then is plain between crude 
Mercury tranſmitted through the Pores of the 
Skin, and taken by the Mouth; for in this 
latter Way it intimately mixes with what it 
finds in the Stomach and Chyle ; it enters the 
Blood, and. follows the natural and voluntary 
Motion of it, which it renders more fluid and 
ſubtile, by deſtroying the Obſtacles which op- 
poſe its Paſſage. All this is effected with the 
utmoſt Gentleneſs and Expedition, without 
__ Conſtraint, Agitation, or Tumult. | 

Acid Spirits injected into the Veins, occa- 
ſion terrible Symptoms, yet they are ſerviceab 
when taken in by the Mouth. 

The Viper, which tranſmits its Poiſon in- 
to the Blood through a Puncture of the Skin, 
and excites ſuch fatal Symptoms, is of no ill 
Conſequence if eaten, but rendered wholſome 
by the Ferment of the Stomach. 

Some Perſons have endeavoured to explode 
the Uſe of crude Mercury, by bringing thoſe 
Accidents upon the Stage which attend the 
Workers in mercurial Mines. 

Mr. Lemery is of Opinion, that the Palſy, 
which affects theſe People, is produced from 
the Sulphurs which ariſe from the Mercury; 
which entering the Pores, do fix in the Nerves, 
and obſtruct the Paſſage of the animal Spirits. 
If his Notion is Right, there is then great 
EReaſon indeed, to apprehend bad Conſe- 
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quences from Frictions, and eſpecially Fu- 
migations. CE ids T2 

There is no Abſurdity in believing, that 
thoſe Workmen, being continvally ſurround- 
ed with the volatile Vapours'of Mercury, draw 
it in with the Air at their Noftrils ; preſently 
after which they are elevated 'till they meet 
with Oppoſition from the internal Convex Part: 
of the Cranium, whoſe Pores they cannot pe- 
netrate, and then fall down again like Water 
in a boiling Pot, when ſtopped by the Lid: 
Theſe Vapours being at length united, from 
ſmall Globules, which drop down again by 
their own proper Weight toward the Baſis of 
the Cranium, and compreſs the Nerves in their 
Origin, and thus occaſion a Palſy. The fame 
Thing happens to Gilders for the ſame Reaſon, 
but more frequently: for they make Uſe of 
Mercury over a Fire, which elevates it more 
ealily, fo that they breathe in the very Sub- 
ſtance of it. | 

Thus it appears, that this is not the Effect 
of any ill Quality of Mercury, but an Acci- 
dent produced by the Compreſſion of a diffe- 
rent Body. | 

At the Time that I was Surgeon-Major of 
the Hoſpitals of Briancon and Oulx, we had 
at a favourable Seaſon of the Year, many ve- 
nereal Patients under a Salivation. I could not 
obſerve that the Boys who were appointed to 
attend them, and who conſtantly ſleeped with 


G 2 them, 
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them, ever received the leaſt Inconvenience 
by breathing in the mercurial Vapours. 
lIhad a Captain under my Care at Brianſon 
in a Volvulus, whom I prevailed upon to ſwal- 
low two Pounds of crude Mercury, which re- 
mained ſix whole Days in his Body, without | 
doing him the leaſt Harm: And it is obſerva- | 
1 ble, that ſuch Perſons as have leaden Balls ly- 
| ing in their Limbs for many Years, and often 
for their whole Lives, never feel any Inconve- 
i 'niencies on that Score. | | 
A] But after all this, it is not an eaſy Task to 0 
p4 convince Mankind that crude Mercury is no t 
ö ways miſchievous. Many believe it an abſo- 
| Jute Poiſon, and even affirm it to be the Cauſe | 
c 


of Ulcers of the Throat in Salivations ; and 
pl if they ſpeak ſo favourably of it, as not to ſay 
1 that it is corroſive of itſelf, yet will they main- 


uin that. it becomes ſo when blended with the t 
| venereal Acids: This Opinion has been receiv- x 
9 ed and advanced by very famous Authors. Ir 
| I think, however, that the contrary may 1 
eaſily be ſupported by the Help of a little I 
Reflection. | | b 

The Ulcers attending the Throat of Perſons t 

under Salivations, proceed, according to the 0 
Notion I have of the Matter, from the Acids = 
contained in the Pocky Ferment: Mercury diſ- C 


ladges it, ſets it in Motion, and conveys it al 
along with the Lymph, till it has procured it I |; 
ſome favourable Iflue, either by the Mouth, ir 
by Stool, Urine, or Perſpiration. ( 
. t 


(19) 3 
It muſt be conſider'd, that in Salivationg, 
the acrimonious and corroſive Acids of the 
Virus, which are diſtributed throughout the 
whole Maſs of Fluids ; as likewiſe thoſe which 
are congeſted in Nodes, Puſtules, Glands, 
Chancres, or Ulcers, are al} conveyed into 
the ſalivary. Canals, ſo that they may be diſ- 
charged at the Mouth. Theſe being thus re- 
united, *tis natural enough that they ſhould 
make Impreſlions on ſuch delicate Parts as the 
Throat and the Mouth, and ſhould lacerate, 
cut, and ulcerate them, by the Quantity of 
theſe ſharp and corroſive little Bodies, with- 
out the Mercury's having any Share in the 
Matter, more than of giving them Motion 
ſuflicient in order to the obtaining their Diſ- 
charge. | : | 
Mercury, when ſent into the Body by Fric- 
tion, gives no Part of the Liquors a different 
Turn from what they had before, as I have al- 
ready remarked, and acts from the Circum fe- 
rence toward the Center, and determines the 
Lymph towards the Head and Throat, which 
becomes ſwoln by the Largeneſs of the Quan- 
tity poured in upon it from almoſt all Parts 
of the Body; and it being too much to be 
contained in the Cavities of the Veſſels, the 
Orifices of the ſalivary Ducts open and dilate, 
and ſo yield a Paſſage to this Abundance of the 
lymphatick Humour. But the Mercury hav- 
ing not circulated according to the natural 
Courſe of the Lymph, it is impoſſible that it 
1 | ſhould 


» 
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ſhould by any rolling Motion, break or de- 
ſtroy the Points of the Acids, which therefore 
occaſion very troubleſome and painful Ulcers, 
and Lacerations in the Throat and Mouth. 

The only Motion which the Lymph and 
Mercury have on this Occaſion, is a ſimple 
Sublimation upwards, fo that ſhould the fali- 
vary Canals be totally ſtopped up, the Patient 
mult be ſuffocated. It appears then, that in 
ſuch a Conjuncture, the Mercury and Lymph 
are as it were in a State of Reſt ; that the ſub- 
ſequent Evacuation, and the running off of 
the Lymph and Mercury makes no Alterati- 
on in the Order of their Situation. It Mercu- 
ry deſtroys the Points of Acids, it muſt circu- 
late peaceably with them, by a continued and 
reiterated Motion; which never happens when 
it is received into the Maſs of Blood by Fric- 
tions or Fumigations, nor by any Prepara- 
tion of Mercury, be it what it will. When the 
Criſis after Frictions is determined by Stool or 
Urine, the Mercury would make terrible Ha- 
vock if joined with Acids; Ulcers of the 
Anus, Bladder, and Urethra would be the ine- 
vitable Conſequences of ſuch a Union, which 
kowever do never happen. 

If crude Mercury was capable of uniting 
with Acids, bad Symptoms would appear at- 


ter Frictions, by the Quantity admitted into 


the Body. Thoſe to whom I have given it by 
the Mouth for above ſix Months together, as 
in ſcrophulous Caſes, where Acids abound, 

= | would, 


Ss . | 
would, if ſuch a Union were poſſible, have 
undoubtedly been ſenſible of ſome Heat, or 
ö ; which Complaint I never met 
wit 

Mercury when it is ſublimed, muſt be in a 
State of Reſt, ſo that the Fire which is un- 
der it, may lay hold on its round Particles 
to raiſe them with itſelf, which is the Caſe 
when it is made uſe of by Gilders. 

When crade Mercury is taken by the 
Mouth, although its Particles are exceeding- 
ly ſubtile and divided, notwithſtanding the 
Purgativez with which it is mixed, 1t 1s foon 
com:nunicated to the Liquors, and is in per- 
petual Motion; for which Reaſon it cannot 
be ſublimed: The Warmth of the Body helps 
to animate and increaſe its Motion, and —_ -— 
it to penetrate every where; it never quits tie 
Liquors with which it is mixed, but in get- 
ting to the Emunctories. 

Men of very great Skill, who have no con- 
ſummate Knowledge of Mercury, are of Opi- 
nion that ſome Pounds of it may be taken at 
the Mouth, as in a Velvulus, without any ill 
Conſequence ; but that it is very dangerous 
given in a leſſer Quantity, becauſe that then 
it may ſublime by the Heat of the Body: This 
Opinion has prevailed with a great Number 
of Perſons, and yet nothing can be more falſe, 

M. le Duc, a Phyſician, whom I mentioned 
before, obſerved at Smyrna, that moſt of the 
Women that were deſirous of looking hand- 
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ſome and freſh coloured, did frequently ſwal- 


Mixture. . 

When ſome Pounds of it are taken inward- 
ly, if it meets with no Obſtacle in the Inte- 
ſtines, it quickly paſſes through, retaining the 


low two Drams of crude Mercury without any 


fame Weight it had when it was taken. When 


it is ſwallowed in a ſmall Quantity, it remains 
a longer time in the Body, and drives into the 
Inteſtines whatſoever it meets within the Sto- 
mach, that is greaſy, viſcous, and acid: It acts 
in the ſame Manner in the Inteftines, mixes with 
the Subſtances, and rolls along with them, fo 


that it cannot be ſublimed, but carries along 


with it whatever is capable of rendering the 
Blood acrimonious, alter ing the Ferments of the 
Stomach, or cauſing a bad Digeſtion. 


Some Pei ſons have wrongfully conceived 2 


Prejudice againſt it, and ſay that ſome People 
were attacked with ſach and ſuch Complaints 
upon the Uſe of it, therefore it is undoubted- 
ly dangerous: And ſome there are who can- 
not even bear the very Name of it; and would 
imagine thernſcives poiſoned, ſhould the leaſt 
Quantity of it enter their Bodies. 1 
This Error is received by a Sett of prejudiced 
Perſons, who, though otherwiſe well qualifi- 
ed, judge and determine concerning the Effects 


of Mercury, without diſtinguiſhing in what 


manner it ought to be uſed ; which notwith- 
ſtanding makes a very conſiderable Difference. 


It 
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If what I have ſaid before be ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered, and what I ſhall ſay hereafter, it will. 
appear thar Mercury ought to be taken by 
the Mouth, juſt as Providence has given it us, 
or mixed with gentle Purgatives. 

It will alſo appear, that it can at no Time 
become corroſive, but when the Action of 
Fire deprives it of its Form and Motion; for 
then it may be linked and loaded with Acids, 
and conſtitute a Sort of Sublimate by ſuch a 
Mixture. Eg | 

Tho? crude Mercury is infinitely diviſible, 
arts, even in Vapour, 
never loſe the Rotundity of their Figure; 
they can never, without the Violence of Fire, 
become pointed, hooked, or keen; therefore 
they can neither lay hold of, or be held by 
any Thing, as long as they retain their ſperi- 
cal Figure, and continue poliſhed and ſmooth ; 
and the Heat of the Body is not ſufficient to 
produce any Alteration on even the moſt fine 


and fubtile of its Parts. | 


In the Ebullition and Fermentation which 
it undergoes when it is mixed with the. Spirit 
of Nitre, Ag. fortis, and other Spirits, its Parts 
are only divided and rendered imperceptible, 
their ſpherical Figure is no ways deſtroyed-; a 
Proof of which is, that theſe Spirits are ren- 


dered leſs pungent and corroſive by the Mix- 


ture 3 which ſhews that crude Mercury may be 
with great Juſtice called Mercurius dulcis.. 
"NS I might 
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which infect the Saliva, the Food, the __ 
5 o 


ture, and an 
admirable Mechaniſm, it diſſolves, obſorbs, 
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I might fatisfy my ſelf with relating the 


duced within my Knowledge, without ex- 


. plaining the Mechaniſm of its Action, in 


which *tis probable I may but indifferently 
ſucceed, having no chymical Principles to 
aſſiſt me; but what has occurred to my Con- 
ception from meer Nature. However, I 


was of Opinion, that by ſhewing in what 


Manner it acts in the Body, I might diſpel 
the Fears that have been raiſed of it, fo that 
it might no longer be taken for a Poiſon, but 
for the moſt gentle and ſovereign of all Re- 
medies. Thus I have uſed my utmoſt Endea- 
vour in the Juſtification of Mercury ; and 
to make it appear, that it is a Friend to Na- 

* to Diſeaſes; that by an 


drives out, deſtroys and corrects all vicious 
and heterogene Matter; that not only taken 
by the Mouth, but worn externally, its Efuvia 
are capable of ſecuring the Body againſt ma- 
lignant and infectious Air. AS 

All Authors who have writ of the Peſti- 
jence, believe its Cauſe to be a Coagulation 
of the Blood ; if this Opinion be true, what 
Remedy can be more proper than crude Mer- 
M. le Begue in his Treatiſe upon the Plague 
of Marſeille, ſays, that it has its Original 
from a Multitude of the Eggs of Worms 


falutary Effects which crude Mercury has pro- 
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the nervous Juice, and finally, the ſolid 
Parts; that theſe Eggs are hatched by the 
Heat of the Stomach, and then the young. 
Worms do greedily devour a good Part of 
the Aliments, by which they increaſe to a 
certain Size; and then excite the firſt Symp- 
toms of the Peſtilence. „ 

Theſe Worms are carried along with the 
Chyle, into the Blood, where they hinder 
Circulation. | 50 . 

According to this Syſtem, nothing can be 
more proper to deſtroy theſe Worms, than 
Mercury. In a Tranſlation of F. James Scheu- 
chen, he propoſes Ethiops Mineralis, a Pre- 
paration of Mercury, in the Peſtilence: He 
ſays, that according to the famous M. Boyle, 
the Peſtilence ſeldom attacks Perſons who 
live in the Neighbourhood of Mercurial 
Mines. Upon Conſideration that Mercury 
is extremely volatile, and emits more Effluvia 
than any other Metal. I am of Opinion, that 
a Body prepared with my Mercury, or ſome 
other like it, which alſo carried about it little 
Bags of Mercury on the Sternum, and near the 
Emunctories, would be d. fended from infec- 
tious Air by the Atmoſphere of mercurial 
Vapour ſurrounding it. 7 | 

If there are Eggs in the Caſe, as in all Ap- 
pearance there are, they muſt be Round, as 
well as the Volatile Particles of the Mercury, 
and therefore cannot unite. In the Collifion 
of theſe ſmall ſpherical Bodies, thoſe of the 

| Mercury 
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Mercury having the greateſt Solidity, muſt 


break in Pieces, or diſſipate the Others. 
Thoſe who reject this Way of reaſoning, 
may have recourſe to Antipathy, and then 


they'll be ſure to meet with Matter enough 


to employ themſelves. 
Theſe mercurial Vapours have the ſame 
Influence over the contagious Particles of the 
vSmall-Pox, I know 3 Perſons who 
made Uſe of no other Preſervative: Why 
then may it not have the ſame Effect on the 
peſtilential Vapour? They differ but in re- 
gard to More or Leſs. | | 
The Arabian Phyſicians have confounded 
theſe two Diſeaſes together, and many others, 
have followed their Examples. Various Au- 


thors have fixed the Cauſe of the Small-Pox 


to a Heap of the Eggs of Worms hatched 
in the Body ; that the Puſtles are full of theſe 


little Worms, which gnaw away the Skin, 


and fo leave their Marks behind them; that 
theſe Eruptions are analogous to thoſe of the 


Peſtilence; that the perſpired Matter in thoſe 
infected with this Diſtemper is ſour, and 1o 


15 their Breath, which ſmells of Worms, and 
is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, only the Seeds of Worms, 
which communicates the Diſeaſe to all Perſons 
that are near. 


This Syſtem which carries with it greater 


Probability than any other which has been 
advanced upon the Subject, juſtifies the Uſe 


of Mereury, as an internal Specific, and as 


a Pre- 


one from another, by the Symptoms. 
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a Preſervative, when worn on the Surface of 
the Body. . | REN 
A moſt illuſtrious Sovereign Prince has 
worn it about him more than fifty Years, to 
reſerve him from this Diſeaſe : He is now a- 

bes Fourſcore, and never had it. 

I always wear Mercury about me: Iam an 

old Man, yet never had the DiſcaſeG. 
Thefe two Diſtempers are not the only ones 
which Worms produce: Many learned Men 
believe, that more cutaneous Diſeaſes ariſe 
from Worms, or the Seeds of Worms, as 
well as malignant Fevers. According to Ni- 
cholas Hartſocker, the Peſtilence, venereal Ma- 
ladies, and all Manner of epidemical Diſeaſes 
are occaſioned by Worms, which are a cer- 


' tain Deſtruction to the Subject, unleſs ſome 


ſpecific Remedy intervenes. Nothing is 
then more proper than Mercury, to cure the 
Peſtilence, Small-Pox, and all Diſeaſes pro- 
duced by Worms, as it deſtroys the Putre- 
faction which hatches them, and diſſolves the 
Coagulations which are reckoned inſeparable 
from theſe Diſorders: Languors and Weak- 
neſſes are the ordinary Concomitants of epi- 
demical Diſeaſes, which are the more certain 
Marks of Coagulation. | 
Diſſolution ſometimes accompany theſe 
Diſeaſes, but it is very ſeldom: And there is 
no Difficulty. in diſtinguiſhing theſe Cauſes 


— 
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Mr. Newton, in a Treatiſe of the Peſtilence 
printed at Utrecht, aſſerts that Worms are 
-the Cauſe of the Peſtilence, that they fix in 
Cloaths, Linnen, Sc. where they multiply 


and hve a long Time, that when one wears 


ſuch Cloaths, or opens ſuch Packs, Sc. as 
abound with them, they expand a Sort of 
little Wings, and fly into the internal Parts 
of the Body. 5 

This Opinion, which, to moſt Men of 

Learning, appears highly probable, ſnews that 
the Remedy which I propoſe is better a- 
dapted to the Nature * 
any other, whether Worms, or a Coagulation 
of the Blood, or both, be its eſſential Cauſe, 
to examine into. Mr. Chicoineau, Verny, and 
Soulier, Phy ſicians deputed by the Court for 
the Peſtilence at Marſeille, are of Opinion, that 
the Peſtilential Virus is not of it ſelf con- 
tagious, but only with Regard to the Diſ- 
poſition of the Subjects. Admitting this 

yſtem, the Remedy which I propoſe, is 
ſufficient to correct fuch ill Diſpoſitions; and 
I would no ſcruple to make Uſe of the Amu- 
let, where it but to delude the Imagination, 
and to procure a Tranquility, by diſſipating 
the Fears which alone are capable of kindling 
the Diſeaſe, _ 3 
Theſe Gentlemen will perſiſt in it, that the 
Plague and Small-Pox have a near Affinity to 
each other, that their af gs 09g" are almoſt 
the ſame, that what we call the Maſter- Pock, 


is a Sort of Bubo, or Carbuncle, and that 
. both 


the Diſtemper than 
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both theſe Diſeaſes terminate in <uticular 
Eruptions. 5 ; For: 

The very judicious M. Cicognint has aſſured 
me, that in Italy it is cuſtomary to wear crude 
Mercury as a Preſervative againſt noxious 
Vapours; and that the Women carry it 
about them to prevent the Jaundice. +; AY 

A Gentleman of Veracity and Diſtinction 
told me, that his Mother was afflicted with 
very ſevere Attacks of a Jaundice, accom- 
panied with Deliriums and Convulſions almoſt 
every Month; and that being one Day in this 
ſad Condition, two Capuchins came to viſit 
her, who ſent for ſome crude Mercury, and 
hung it in a proper Box on her Sternum; upon 
which her Symptoms ſoon diſappeared; and 
ſhe wore it eighteen Months without any Re- 
turn of her Diſorder, but having loſt it, ſhe 
relapſed into the ſame Diſtemper : That ſhe 
cauſed more of the Medicine to be inclofed 
for her, which ſhe wore all the remaining 
Part of her Life, without any other Attack. 

What may be inferred from all this? If the 
meer Vapour of two or three Drams of 
Mercury are ſufficicent to re-eſtabliſh a Calm 
in the whole Economy, labouring under ſuch 
Symptoms, and is able to prevent their Re- 
turn; what may not be expected from it, 
taken in Subſtance, being mixed with gentle 
Purgatives, which evacuate er what 
is vicious, and ſuperfluous, without diſcharging + - 


the wholſome Humours, which is Truth in 
; effect, f 
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effect, notwithſtanding it may purge mere 
or les, according to the Diſpoſition ofthe Sub- 
jects? Mercury communicates it ſelf to the 
Chyle, the Blood, and finally to the Lymph, 
with which it aſſociates, and as I have al- 
| \ ready obſerved, accompanies it in all Parts of 
the Body and when it is arrived at the 


Pores of "ob Skin, its volatile Parts eſcape in 


a mercurial Perſpiration, which meeting with 
the Vapour of that which is worn externally 
forms an Atmoſphere capable of invironing 
the Body, and mundifying and clearing away 
, whatſoever is vicious, malignant, and epide- 
mical in the Air we breathe : - Thus is one 
Part of the Mercury which is taken at the 
Mouth, voided by Stool, another Part cir- 
culates with the Lymph, and the other i is car- 
ried off by Perſpiration. 

The Stomach, according to the Odinion 
of ſome of the Ancients as well as Moderns, 


is the Seat of almoſt all Diſeaſes ; it is likewiſe 


this n which receives the Remedies de- 
ſigned for their Cure. | 

When they are conveyed into this Part, 
they muſt of Neceſſity be mixed and blended: 
with Ferments, which according to their Qua- 
lities, will render chem either hurtful or 
uſeleſs. 


Be it as it will, this Mixture cru or di- 


miniſhed, will always alter the Virtue of the 


* and frequently render 1 its Elks bad 


= I; 
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It has not the ſame Power over Mercury; 
it remains unaltered in the Stomach, nothing 
is able to reſtrain or mix with it; its ſepa- 
rated volatile Particles unite with the Blood 
alone, changing neither their Form nor Na- 
ture. The Heat of the Body is not ſufficient A 


to ſublime itz it continues the ſame; and hav- 
ing circulated in the Maſs of Blood, in order 
to attack and deſtroy the moſt dangerous Ene- 
mies of it, it retires in the ſame Form it entered, 
excepting that Part of it which goes off by 
Perſpiration. 5 i 
All this is performed inſenſibly, without 
Tumult, Struggling, or Pain. It diſſolves the 
thick and viſcous Matter which it meets with 
in the Stomach and Inteſtines, and deſtroys 
by its Percuſſion and the Motion of its Par- 
ticles, all the indigeſted Matters which are col- 
lected on the Membranes, and gives them a TAs 
Fluidity fit for Secretion : That which is mix- 181 
. ed with the Blood, produces the ſame Effet 
in all Places to which the Lymph is conveyed ; \ 
removes all the Obſtacles which oppoſe the 
Current of the Liquors. e 
By its Figure it opens, diſſipates, divides, 
_ diſconcerts all unnatural Unions in the 
| Theſe divided and broken Matters are all 
conducted by a kind of Criſis, to the Emunc- 
tories of the Body : And thus it is that I eu- 
plain my Notions of the Actions of Mercury 
in the Stomach, Inteſtines and Liquors. 1 
t 
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It is certain that all the heterogene Matters 
which the Mercury has diſſodged and broken, 
do follow the ordinary Courſe and Motion of 
the Fluids. 

The more groſs and thick Parts are convey- 
ed into the Inteſtines, as uſeleſs and ſuperfluous. 

The more ſubtile Parts are ſent to the ex- 
cretory Glands ; and by the Rapidity of the 
Motion which the Mercury has communicat- 
ed to them, they go off by Perſpiration, and 
qrag along with them whatſoever is vicious or 
foreign in the Glands. | | 
All this is done by the Mercury which is in 


the Veſſels, and circulates with the Fluids: 


But as the nutricious Juice, muſt of Neceſſity 
expand it ſelf every where; and that this 
Juice or Balm of the Blood muſt be impreg- 
nated with Mercury, it cannot avoid ſtriking 
againſt the Acids which are collected in the 
Pores of Membranes, in Sciatice, Rheuma- 
tiſms, and other Pains of the muſcular Parts. 
Mercury muſt therefore break off their 
Points, and by its Motion and Figure deſtroy 
them; nothing in Nature being capable of 
producing the fame Effect. | 
Behold then how Mercury comes to be an 
Abſorbent and a Diſlolvent. | 
It abſorbs, without loading it ſelf with A- 
cids, or any other Subſtance; and it diſſolves 
without having the leaſt Degree of Heat. 


＋ A Lord 
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+ A Lord of the firſt Quality in our Court, 
who honours me with his Friendſhip, . was 
pleaſed to read over my Treatiſe on Mercury 
in Manuſcript, ſtarted to me a very judicious 
Objection, which gave Occaſion to-the ſhort 
Diſcourſe which I am going to ſubjoin. og 
_ : You aſſert, fays he, that crude Mercury 
is communicated to the Blood and Liquors 
and yet as ſoon as it gets into the Stomach, 
incorporated with your Pills, they are diſſolv- 
ed ; The Mercury then quiting the Ingredi- 
ents with which it was mixed, all its divided 
Particles re-unite and ſorm a Globe, which can- 
not remain long in the Stomach, but paſſing 
the Pylorus, enters the Inteſtines, and is diſ- 
charged by the Auus; ſo that none of this 
Mercury can enter into the Maſs of Blood by 
the En . | 5 
I agree, replied I, that the Pills are ſoon 
diſſolyed by the Humidity of the Stomach, 
and the warm Liquor in which they are fwal: 
lowed. But then it muſt be conſidered, that 
the Mercury is very minutely divided in the 
Pills; that during the Time of their Diſſolu: 
tion, the Degree of Heat which is in the Sto- 
mach, is exactly ſufficient to evaporate the 
moſt volatile Particles of the Mercury: Which 
quit the Subſtances that withheld them, and in- 
ſinuate themſelves into the Orifices of the lac- 
teal Veins, whoſe Figure is exactly adapted to 
receive 


* 
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receive them; thus are they carried into the 
Blood, and move with it in its Circulation. 
What makes me conjecture this to be true, 
is that T have obſerved, that in Subjects where 
the Stomach is loaded with a viſcous Matter, 
which lines its internal Membrane, and cloſes 
up the Orifices of the lacteal Veſſels; theſe lit- 
tle Globules diſingaging themſelves during the 
Time of the Diffelution, and not being able 
to enter the Veſſels, do ſtrike againſt this 
Matter, divide, ſubriliſe and looſen them: 
By this Concuſſion and the Weight of the 
Matter which falls to the Bottom of the Sto- 
mach, a gentle Vomiting is ſometimes excit- 
ed, much to the Patient's Advantage; but 
it is ſeldom more than the firſt Doſe which 


- produces this Effect. 


Whether it be occaſioned by this Matter 
or not, it 1s certain that the fubtile Particles 
of Mercury are ſoon communicated to the 
Maſs of Blood. The ſudden Effects of it 
in Tumours, Obſtructions, the Gravel, Gour, 
Sciatica, Rheumatiſm, Sc. and all cutaneous 
Diſeaſes are ſufficient to convince. us of this. 
For the more clear Underſtanding the Sub- 
tility of the volatile Particles of Mercury, 
we need only conſider the Minuteneſs of the 
Ramifications of the ſanguiferous and lympha- 
tick Veſſels, into which it inſinuates itſelt, and 
mixes with thoſe Liquors. 

An Anatomiſt ſhewed me ſeveral Mem- 


branes, ſome of which were as fine as a Spi- 
der's 
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der's Web, whoſe Veſſels he had injected 
with ſo great Art that I was aſtoniſhed at 
his Dexterity and Patience: By the Aſſiſtance 
of a Microſcope an infinite Number of ſmall 
Veſſels might be diſcerned within the Com- 
paſs of four Fingers breadth, two hundred 
of which, if put together, would ſcarce ex- 
ceed the Magnitude of a Hair... 
By this appears the Neceſſity of keeping 
the Humours in a fluid State, how eaſily Co- 
agulations, Impediments, and. Obſtructions 
may be formed. is | he 
It will occaſion. no Surprize that I aſſert, 
that the ſubtile Particles of the Mercury pene- 
trate into the fineſt Ramifications of the Veſ- 
ſels, ſince. Mercury incloſed in a Quill ſealed 
up, will nevertheleſs perſpire and eſcape 
through the Pores of the Quill, which are; 
utterly imperceptible. „„ 
The Ag. Hermetica ſnows the Subtility of 
the volatile Particles of Mercury; which al- 
though it be boiled ever fo many times in the 
Water, and the Water be impregnated with its 
ſubtile Particles, yet is its Weight not ſenſibly 
diminiſhed, | | „„ 
I have heard, though never made the Ex- 
periment, that if a Perſon keeps the End of 
his Finger on crude Mercury a good while to- 
gether, holding in his Mouth, at the ſame 
Time a Piece of Gold; the Gold ſhall there- 
by alter its Colour, without any preceptible 

Diminution of the Mercury. 5 
f "Ia. 
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Theſe are Evidences of its prodigious Vo- 
latility, and that nothing but Gold can retain 
its ſubtile Particles; whether the Figure of the 
Pores of that Metal be diſpoſed to receive it, 
which ſeems moſt probable, or that there is a 
certain Analogy between theſe two Metals 
which conſtrains them to attract each other. 
It penetrates the cuticular Pores, with as little 
Difficulty, inſinuating and communicating it 
ſelf internally. It is notorious, and too of- 
ten happens, that mercurial Applications, de- 
ſigned for the Diſſolution of Tumours, do 
raiſe Salivations, to the Surprize of the Prac- 
titioner, who will be ſure for the Future to 
make uſe of them with greater Caution than 
before. JJ dr tag 24 
It may be objected, that Mercury worn 
by way of Amulet ſhould, for the ſame-Rea- 
fon, produce the ſame Effect, and eſpecially 
ſince ſo ſubtile a Vapour is capable of pene- 
trating with great Facility. TOW 
It is true, chat it penetrates, that it renders 
the Lymph more fluid, and conſequently oc- 
caſtons the Perſon to ſpit more eafily and 
more copiouſly: It has produced this Effect, 
upon my ſelf and others; but this Evacua- 
tion is beneficial and ſalutary, and cannot be 
called a Salivation. _ | 
This ſimple Vapour has neither Subſtance 
nor Force ſufficient to check the Courſe of 
the Blood: It is a' kind of ſubtile Fume, 
which gives Way without Reſiſtance, which 
penetrates 
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penetrates the Liqour without _ le, and 
follows their natural Motion, which 
finally can never produce any 3 Effect. 

On the contrary, when it is applied exter- 
nally, in Unguents or Plaiſters, it is admitted 
through the Pores in Subſtance; and is then 
capable of oppoſing the natural Courſe of the 
Fluids, as far as it extends; which in ſome 
Subjects frequently excites a Sublimation and 
a real Salivation. 

It may be ſaid, that the Elevation of the 
volatile Particles of Mercury; from the Sto- 
mach, is a Sublimation; and yet I have ſaid 
that it cannot be ſublimed in the Body, when 
taken at the Mouth: Here ſeems to be a 
Contradiction. 

The Obſervations which I have made on 
Mercury, when taken at the Mouth, could 
never perſuade me, that it could be ſo far 
ſublimed as to riſe up to the Head, which I 
call a real Sublimation: except in a; few 
very particular Caſes ; for Example, that of 
M<+ Reſſent. 

I only. believe that. its volatile Particles 
may be ſo far elevated in the Stomach, as to 
mix with the Chyle after Digeſtion, and 8. 
conveyed with it into the Lactealss 

When it enters theſe: ſmall Veins, it pur- 
ſues irs Courſe. with the..Chyle, and is then 
no longer. 5 "po of Sublimation, being 
mixed with a Fluid which ſerves it as a Ve- 


hicle. 0 
This 


( 168 ) 


This Objection has occaſioned all theſe Re: 


marks, which have carried me a little from 
my Subject. | 


The Criſis exited by Frictions, which is 


made by the Mouth, cannot be performed 
without ſtraining the Frame of Nature: It 
is ſhameful, odious, painful and dangerous; 
and requires the moſt diligent Attendance and 
Precaution. To procure the deſired Benefit 
from a Salivation, it muſt be carried to Ex- 
ceſs. If the Patient be weak, you muſt re- 
ſtrain his Flux, and in thus favouring him, 
your End is loſt. All that you have done, 
and he has undergone, will make the Extir- 

ation of the Diſeaſe more difficult and ob- 

inate. - icy 

Theſe imperfe&t Cures add Strength and 
Vigour to the Virus, the Patient becomes 


diſheartened, and unwilling to expoſe him- 


ſelſ a ſecond Time to the Uncertainty and 
Danger of ſuch a Method and ſhould the 
Flux be raiſed to ſuch a Degree as is requiſite 
to exterminate the Diſeaſe, he is then in the 
utmoſt Peril of ſinking under it. . 

It is a Violation of the Mouth, to ſubject 
it to a Function ſo diſagreeable, and ſo un- 
worthy of it. 8 

It ſhould ſeem to me more conformable 
to Reaſon and Nature to chuſe out in its 
ſtead an Emunctory which Nature has de- 
ſigned for the moſt vile and abject Offices. 


"MW 69 5 
The Inteſtines and Anus, are the proper 
Outlets to the Filth of the Body : Reaſon di- 
rects the ſame Road to me when T undertake 
the Cure of Venereal Diſorders with my Mer- 
cury, as likewiſe of all other Diſtempers which 


* 


ariſe from Acids. | 
This Mercury being mixed with Purgatives, 
the Whole is determined by Stool; it being 


taken at repeated Intervals, the former Doſes 


are Preparatives to thoſe which ſucceed; they 
begin to effect a Diſſolution of the Humours, 
and the ſubſequent Ones do with Eaſe procure 
them to be evacuated. raving] 
Thus you have a kind of Flux by the Anus, 
which may be continued at Pleaſure, and I have 


many Reaſons to believe it preferrable to the 


other. | 

It will be found extreamly commodious for 
ſuch Perſons as deſire a Cure to be wrought in 
the utmoſt Privacy, or Reſtriction from their 
uſual Way of living : It will anſwer both their 
Ends, and the Cure will be performed with- 


out the leaſt Danger, in a gentle and eaſy Man- 


ner. ay: 
The bad Preparations of Mercury, uſed in- 
ternally, and the ſmall Advantage accruing 
from them, have brought Salivations into 
Vogue : Thoſe who have been cured by this 
Method, have extolled the Excellence of this 


Remedy; thoſe who have died under it, could 


tell no Tales, and thoſe who have failed in 
Cure, have thought _ to decry it, believ- 
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ing, that their Diſorder was above the Reach 
of Mercury. And indeed, the different Opj. 
nion of Phyſicians concerning its Virtues, Na- 
ture, and Uſe, raiſed a Multitude of Doubt; 
for want of Underſtanding it rightly. 
Some praiſe, and others —— it: One 
is for giving it Crude, another looks upon it 
as a Poiſon unprepared. It has been diſguiſed 
under various Forms, yet when you deprive it 
of its Figure and Motion, you rob it of its 
Force and Virtue. | ; 

When taken at the Mouth, in the Manner 
I give it, the Impurities of the Body are dif- 
charged the ſame Way with the Excrements. 

The Inteſtines, to anſwer theſe Ends with- 

out Pain, are lined with a Mucilage, which 
defendsthem from being ſtimulated by the acid, 
bilious, and eee vena which paſſes 
through them in order to be diſcharged. And 
for this Reaſon it is, that the venereal Virus, 
evacuated this Way, produces no miſchievous 
Conſequences. 

I ſhall, doubtleſs, be told, that Part of the 
mercurial Vapour which 1 ſuppoſe to inviron 
the Body, mixing with the Air we breathe, 
muſt of Neceſlity, be inſpired into the Lungs. 

This is indiſputably certain and inevitable ; 
but it will there perform the Part of a Reme- 

dy, and a Preſervative again Corruption; 
will render the Reſpiration eaſy, by dividing 
Whatever was tenacious in the Lungs 3 and 
may be uſeful in Aſtbma, as I have often ex- 
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creaſed by the internal Uſe of it. If it ſhould 
happen, which it very rarely does, chat the 
Workers in mercurial Mines ſhould be ſome- 


times diſordered, it ſhould be conſidered, that 
they work under Ground, where the Air is 
extremely loaded with volatile Mercury, and 


that they hardly breathe any thing elſe : How- 


ever, great Numbers continue their whole 


Lives, in thoſe Places, without receiving the 
leaſt Damage. 
Thoſe who have no ill Apprehenſions of 
Mercury, but with Regard to the Salivation 
which it raiſes, may lay that Fear aſide when 


they take it rightly prepared; it being check- 


ed and reſtrained from doing any Miſchief, and 
may be taken for a Year together with the ut- 
moſt Safety, | 

Therefore being fully convinced of its good 
Effects from Experience, I contrived a Syſtem 


perienced, though the Effect will be much in- 


by which I explained to my ſelf the Manner 


how theſe Conſequences were brought about. 
And finally, I am confirmed in this Opi- 
nion, that the whole Force and Virtue of Mer- 
cury conſiſts in its Volatility, its Figure, and 
ts Motion: Whether I have juſtly determin- 
ed its Manner of acting or not, it is full Sa- 
tisfaction to me, that I have been able to con- 
vince the avowed Enemies of Mercury, of its 
Goodneſs, Uſe and Virtues. 
It my Notions are Wrong, I am only to 
H 2 be 
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be blamed, for I have borrowed none of them 
trom any Author : If Mercury has been treat- 
ed on in the ſame Manner I have done, that 
Book never came to my Knowledge. Expe- 
rience has been my Maſter, my Director, and 
my Guide, as well in this, as in all that I have, 
at any Time, communicated to the Publick. 

TI am apt to believe, that no Perſon before 
me, ever made Uſe of it for ſo long a Time, 
and on ſo many different Occaſions ; and [ 
cannot but think, that if ſuch a Thing as an 
univerſal Medicine be at all to be obtained, it 
muſt be from Mercury. 


The Difference of Climates, of Seaſons, of 


Temperaments, of Ages, of Sexes, of Diſ- 
eaſes internal or external, varies not the Ef. 
ficacy of this Remedy : It ſooner, or later pro- 
duces ſuch Conſequences as are ever ſalutary. 
This ſeems ſomewhat to fayour the Opinion 
of thoſe who believe that alb Diſeaſes accident 
to Mankind, are produced from one Cauſe: 
If this Opinion be juſt, then one Remedy may 
cure them all. | 

The different Effects, and the different 
Diſeaſes occaſioned by this Ferment, may de 
pend intirely on the different Diſpoſition 
which it meets with in the Subjects. 

Many Things concur to make this Differenc: 
in the Temperaments : The Influences whic 
predominate at the Time of Conception, 0 
Birth, Climates, Air, and Food, do all deter 

ming 
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mine the Inclination, the Diſpoſition, the 
Strength, the Weakneſs, the Virtues, the Vices, 
and the different Qualities of the Blood and 
Humours. | 

There are ſome Diſcaſes Hereditary; others 
eculiar to certain Countries. There are Dit- 
orders which are contracted by a wrong Uſe 
of natural Things, too much, or too litiſe Ex- 
erciſe, and being accuſtomed to certain Liquors. 

About twenty-four Years ago I was commit- 
ſoned by my Royal Miftrefs to viſit M. le 
Marquis de Luce, who was dangerou] y wound- 
ed: The Weather being, at that Time, cx- 
ceeding hot, I drank plentiſully of a certain 
black Wine of that Countr y, which being new 
and crude, gave ſuch an Acidity to my Blood, 
that in fourteen or fifteen Days it rendered the 
Lymph ſo thick and ſizy, that the tartarous 
Parts of the Blood, being of a ſandy Nature, 
were ſo concerted and united thereby, as " 
form little Stones, which Fbe<lieved.would prove 
fatal to me. I w.s perfectly cured of this Com- 
plaint by crude Mercury, all other Remedics 
proving ineffectual. 

This Sketch of a Theory, which Mercy ry 
gave me occaſion to offer, (its volatile Parti- 
cles having elevated me quite above my 
Sphere) gives me a Suſpicion, that beſides the 
univerſal Ferment, there is another particular 
Ferment produced from Combination of ſeve- 

ral Seeds termented together, which have giv- 
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en Riſe to a vicious and contagious Venorn, 
whoſe Impreſſions are communicated from Ge- 
neration to Generation, | | 

The Ancients had not the leaſt Notion of 
ſuch a Ferment. It eſcaped the Sagacity even 
ol the great Hippocrates; though the Lepro- 
ſy, ſo common in his Days, was produced by 
it, being according to ſeveral Authors, no 
other than an inveterate Pox. 

As the Seed was firſt infected with this 
Virus, ſome are of Opinion, that it can never 
be entirely deſtroyed, but that it will deſcend 
to Poſterity for ever ; that it multiplies, more 
or lets, according to the Diſpoſition of Sub- 
jects ; that it is capable of being communicat- 
ed a thouſand Ways, without the Violation 
of. Chaſtiry : That it is difficult to meet with 
a Family which have not derived from their 
Anceſtors ſome Sparks of this Evil, which is 

rown very common ſince Mothers have left 
off ſuckling their own Children; that this 
| Leaven lies diſguiſed under various Forms, 
and frequently puzzles the Phyſician in his 
Judgment and Prognoſticks, that it may ſpare 
the Father and afflict the Son; that it may 
affect the Glands, and continue there a long 
Time in Repoſe; that certain Diſpoſitions 
may put it in Motion, ſo that it ſhall re-en- 
ter the circulating Fluids, and produce Gouts 
in the Joints, Rheumatiſms in the muſcular 
Parts, Gravel in the Kidneys, Schrophula on 
| the 


n 1 
the Glands, Cancers in the Breaſt, Obſtruc- 
ons in the Yſera, Scurfs, Itch, Ulcers, Le- 


proſies, Sc. moſt of which Diſeaſes are the 


real Poſterity of the Pox. 


In ſuch a Conjuncture, a judicious Phyſi- 


can is aſhamed to propoſe to his Patient the 


Uſe of a Remedy which implies fo ignomini- 


ous a Diſeaſe, when he is well aſſured, that it 
cannot be the Fruit of his own Debauches : 
The very mention of Mercury, will carry a 


Horror along with it: And thus is he de- 


prived of a certain Relief, and muſt be con- 
tented with a palliative Cure. | 
Thus do a great Number of afflicted Per- 
ſons languiſh out a tedious Length between 
Diſeaſes and Remedies, and become incurable 
in the End. | 
Experience adds an Authority to this Way 


of Reaſoning, and at the ſame Time ſhews, 


that Mercury being beyond all Contradiction, 
Specific in the Cure of the Pox, mult like- 


wiſe remove all other Complaints propos | 


from the ſame Cauſe ; and if the Caule of ſuch. 
Complaints is capable of being deſtroyed, it 


this alone that has Power ſufficient to do it: 


Numerous are the Remedies which may re- 


ſtrain and palliate the Symptoms, but nothing 


but Mercury will eradicate the Principle from 
vhich they ariſe. 
What is ſurprizing in the crude Mercury, 


vhich I give by the Mouth, is, that the Gen- 
=: tleneſs 
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tleneſs with which it acts, ſeems inconſiſtent 
with the ſalutary, and ſpeedy Effects which it 
produces; and that without the leaſt unlucky 


Accident, which cannot be affirmed of any 


other Medicine. - 


The more the Patient takes of it, the more 
will he find himſelf advance in Strength, 


and a good Plight of Body. YE 
The Thing will appear very poſſible, up- 

on an impartial Conſideration, that the Mer- 

cury inſinuates itſelf very ſpeedily into the 


Liquors, and renders the Blood more fluid, 


and more fit to be conveyed into the minuteſt 
Veſſels, by the Way of Circulation, in order 
to communicate Nouriſhment to the ſeveral 
Parts of the Body ; that it deſtroys all Ob- 


ſtructions and Obſtacles ; that it opens the 


Tubes, and the depuratory Canals ; that it 
facilitates the menſtrual Diſcharge in Women ; 
that 1t removes every Thing that might hin- 
der the Diſtribution of the nutritious Juice, 
and the natural Courſe of the Spirits and 
Fluids; that it deſtroys and abſorbs the Acids 
which occaſion Leanneſs, and are the Foun- 
dation of a great Number of Infirmities ; and 
evacuates every Thing that is heterogenous 
W | 


Theſe are my Notions of the mechanical: 
Action of Mercury on vicious Ferments, that 


it may be adminiſtred without Danger in the 
moſt deſperate Caſes, as well as in the moſt 
N ſimple, 
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ſimple. For Example. The Apoplexy and 
Palſy being produced from a too thick Blood, 
and from Sf uous Humours ſtagiating in the 
Brain, the Mercury reſtoxing the Blood to its 
native Fluidity, and deſtroying the Viſcoſities, 
a tree Circulation of the Liquors. and Spirits 
muſt enſue. A Cataract is cauſed by a foreign 
Matter coagulated by Degrees between the 
chryſtalline Humour, and the Uvea, or by a 


Thickneſs of the Fluids in the Chryſtalline, 


cloſing up, at laſt, the Aperture of the Pupil. 
There is no Doubt but this Diſlolvent would 
diſſipate ſuch a Coagulation, if it were timely 
applied. e 
A Guita Serena is an Obſtruction in the 
Optick Nerve, cauſed by a Subſtance of the 
ſame Nature; the ſame Remedy would + 
probably ſucceed: W . 
In ſhort, all Parts of the Body, in health- 
ful Perſons, without Exception, are equally « 
penetrated by Mercury: In them it acts the 
Part of a Friend and Bene factor: and to diſ- 
eaſed Perſons, it is a Reſtorer and a Corrector 
of the Cauſes of their Complaints. | 
What renders it extremely agreeable, is, 
that during its Uſe, the Patient enjoys a per- 
tect Tranquility; it acts without occaſioning 
any Conflict or Diſguſt. Fo: und 
This ſhould make it ſeem probable, that it 
is pleafing and delightful to Nature; fince, by 
its Means ſhe is relieved without falieringany 
1 Alteration 


( %. ; 
Alteration, or Diſorder in her uſyal Func- 
tions. . | 

There can be no greater Proof than this, 
that Nature is an Enemy to Violence; of 


which I have endeavoured to convince all 


young Surgeons in my former Treatiſe of the 
Cure of Wounds. All theſe Concluſions and 
jurprizing Operations are wrought without 
Violence, and without Noiſe ; ſhe ſubdues eve- 
ry Thing gently ; ſhe nouriſhes all Things, 
produces all Things, preſerves all Things, 
increaſes all Things, without ſubjecting her 
Actions to our View. The prudent Phyſician 
ſhould be directed by her, and imitate her in 
the Cure of Diſeaſcs. | 
I have ſcen ſuch a Method of Practice pur. 
fued, by the learned and judicious M. Cicag- 
nini, Counſellor and firſt Phyſician to her Roy- 
al Highneſs. I am obliged to his Merit, and 
to Truth, {or this Authentick Declaration, 
having been an Eye-Witneſs to his Practice 
with ſeveral Patients, whom he cared without 
any Medicines, by obſerving the Motions of 
Nature as ſhe acted of herſelf, when ſhe was 
ſo inclined, or able; and lending her his Aſſi- 
ſtance when ſhe ſtood in need of it. | 
Phis Treatiſe, I am ſenſible, will ſeem te- 
dious : My Subject has carried me beyond 
what 1 intended; I think, however, that there 
is nothing in it, from which ſome Advantage 
may not be drawn. 1 have fallen into Repeti- 
| | | tions 


( 179) | 
tions through the Weakneſs of my Capac ity . 


by endeavouring to ſupport a Fact which I be- 
* lleved to be entirely New, without any man” 
of ner of Aſſiſtance from other Languages. 

all! I was ſenſible enough, that I ſhould meet 
he | with Oppoſition, either from Envy, or Pre- 
£2 judice, there being Perſons enough in the 
ar World who are ſworn Enemies to Novelties, 
"WM and who, to fave themſelves the Fatigue of 


thinking, are reſolved to tread in the Paths 

g of Antiquity, Right or Wrong, and to con- 
2 demn, without Appeal, every Thing that is 
an not of that Stamp. 

How, ſay they, can an illiterate Prac- 
tioner, have the Aſſurance to patronize a Re- 
* medy which the moſt famous Authors have re- 
jected? Fernelius rejected it becauſe he knew 
nothing of it: What precipitate Raſhneſs 
nd Was this! * | 
Well, fay they, Phyſick and Surgery have 


- ſeveral Centuries been in Poſſ:Mon of a great 
mt many ex@llent Remedies : Mult theſe be giv- 
af en up a Sacrifice to Mercury, and upon the 
0 Credit of ſome Cures which were performed by 
li Chance? Becauſe his former Work, was ſuf⸗ 

fered to go unpuniſhed, does he imagine, that 
te⸗ this ſhall eſcape without being cenſured and 


2 exploded ? Though the Rage of ſuch an Out- 
cry. may be thought ſufficient to demoliſh both 
ge the Author and his Syſtem, yet it does not give 
—4 me the leaſt Apprehenſion :I allow, that Faults 
Mis e deſerving 


tiſe of Mercury, which is the Reſult of a long 
Experience; and that this Remedy will, ſome 


( 186 ) 


deſerving Cenſure, and faulty Expreſſions may 


be found in this Treatiſe, which I did not de- 


ſign for a Piece of Eloquence. 

Lam, however, in Hopes, that the Force of 
Truth, and the Reflections which Men of 
Reaſon ſhall make upon this Subject, will be 
ſufficient to juſtify me, and protect this Trea- 


time or other, have the Preference beyond al- 
moſt all the Remedies that are in Uſe, for the 
Good and Benefit of Mankind. | 


— - — — — 


The Subſtance of ſeveral Letters 
Sent to the Author, fince the Pub- 
lication of the laſt Edition, with 
farther 1 Remarks. mu 1 


z 


EET HOUGH I ama frigid 
>] | 87 to the Nature of Quickſilver, 
: d . and the Manner of its Opera- 
tion, I am fo fully convinced 
"A of its Excellency, from Expe- 


rience, that I ſhould think my ſelf un⸗ 
* grateful 


* A — — P 
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| (182) 
grateful to the Almighty, and unjuſt to Toy 
and Mankind, if I ſhould be ſilent amidſt 


© the Clamours and Artifices uſed to leſſen 


* 


Cc 
6 


your Reputation, and to deter the World 


from reaping the Benefit of One of the beſt 
Remedies in Phyſick. I have long made 


frequent Experience of it in my own Fami- 
© ly, particularly to a Niece of mine, who 


* 
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from a Fever, which ſhe was Annually ſub- 


ject to, was ſo reduced, that Her Life was 
deſpaired of, *till by taking Quickſilver, by 
your Advice, for fourteen Mornings toge- 
ther, and afterwards Mynſicht's Elixir of Vi- 
triol, with frequent bleeding, She was, by 


God's Bleſſing, reſtored to, and ſtill enjoys 


a perfect State of Health. I had likewiſe a 
Nephew who was in a moſt languiſhing Con- 


dition for three Weeks, his Body being diſ- 


torted in ſuch a Manner, that his Shoulder 


and Hip were almoſt drawn together. No 
Aſſiſtance could be found, till, by your Di- 


rection, he took Quicłſilver, which at thrice 
taking, ſet him perfectly Strait. If you 
think the Publication of this will be of any 


Service, you have my Conſent to act as you 
pleaſe, who am, 
ö Sir, 1 
| SF Your moſt obliged 
London, March Humble Servant, 


: IO, 1732, | 2 f John Pott. 
b To 
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70 Dr. Thomas Dover. 
SI R, e 
Had the Gout in my Stomach and Bow- 
els for ſo conſiderable a Time, that I was 


attended by two Phyſicians for ſix Weeks, 
who gave me all the warm Medicines they 


brought to ſuch extreme Faintings and ex- 
ceſſive Sweats, that I wetted a Pair of Sheets 
in an Hour. A worthy neighbouring Gen- 
tleman, hearing of my miſerable Condition, 
payed me a Viſit, and perſuaded me to 

take two Ounces of Crude Mercury, I fol- 
lowed his Advice, and found Relief by it, 
in the Space of four Hours, and in three 
Days, all the Gouty Matter was thrown 
into my Feet. I continued the Medicine, 
and have ever ſince enjoyed a good State of 
« Health. J am, „ 


Sir, 2: 
Jour bumble Servant, 
Calne in Wiltſhire, : 2 
April 20, 1733. Harvey. 
To Dr. Dover in London. 
SIR, 


5 Gentleman lately put a Book into m7 

. Hands, publiſhed againſt the Uſe of 

* Puickfilver, I think it a Boldneſs in the £- 4 
_ © thor, 


could contrive, fo, that I was, at length, _ 


; 


: 
: 
N 
: 
. 
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. 
r, conſidering the living Witneſſes that 
ave recerved ſuch Benefit from it, when no- 


thing elſe would afford them Relief. I have 
- © Been troubled with an Atbma from my In- 


* [4 


6 
£ 


Thwſham, Feb. 


Benefit © 
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fancy, and have had the Opinion of the 
moſt eminent Phyſicians, without receiving 
the leaſt Benefit. My Fits were ſo violent 
for three Weeks, that I was not able to go 
to Bed for two or three Days and Nights. 
On the T wenty-firſt of April laſt, I took an 
Ounce of Quicłſilver, and have ſince continued 
it, and have been ſo happy from June laſt, as 
not to be the leaſt ſenſible of an Aſthma, 
notwithſtanding I have often taken tome ſe- 
vere Colds in the Winter, I take the Li- 


berty of giving you this Trouble, for the 
other Sufferers, leſt they ſhould 


be deterred from ſo beneficial a Remedy to 
Mankind. I need not inform you Sir, of 
the Safety of Quickſilver; but aſſure you, I 
always lived freely in the Abſence of my 
Fits, yet never knew what it was to enjoy 
my Health before. I thought my ſelf ob- 


liged to return you my hearty Thanks, to 
whom I owe my preſent happy Condition, 
and ſhall always be ready to acknowledge it. 


J am, 
your moſt obliged 
bumble Servant. 


14, 1732--3. 4 Wil. Moſes, 


To 
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I Send you my Caſe I promiſed, a deplo- 


(5). 


20 Dr. Dover in London. 
e ee hes ly 1 | 


rable One formerly, but, thanks be 
to God, at preſent, ſo much mended, and 


the Means of Relief ſo much in my own 


Power, that I live comfortably, in Compa- 


riſon of the long Time I was afflicted with 


an Aſthma, It is about twenty-five Years, 


ſince it was firſt occaſioned by a violent Cold 


and Catarrh, and the Misfortune of ill Ad- 
vice confirmed it. At firſt, I had it cheifly 
in Town, and in the Winter; but the Sum- 


mer, and the Country always relieved me, for 


the Space of two or three Years, At length 


my Diſtemper became Periodical, and varied 


a little at all Seaſons. It was of the flatu- 


lent Kind, always attended with a Fever, 
and ſometimes with Convulſions. To re- 


late all my Sufferings, and the Methods tak- 
en for my Relief in this unhappy Condition, 
would be tedious. I was ſo ill, in ſharr,. 


that I went through long Courſes of Phyſick, 
at all Hazards, and by many indiſcreet Pre- 
ſcriptions of my own, ſoon reduced an ac- 
tive and vigorous Conſtitution, to an inac- 
tive, and weak One. At length 1 

that a moderate Quantity of ſolid Food, 


and ſpirituous Liquors was moſt agreeable 


to my Diſtemper, I began to refrain them, 


© and 


61869 


and drank Water with my Wine. This was 
of infinite Service, not only when the Aſth- 
ma was upon me, but at other Times; the 
more ſtrictly I obſerved it, the weaker 1 
found the Attacks of the Diſeaſe. I was 
pleaſed with this Experiment, when I was 
adviſed to add the Uſe of Belloſte's Pills to 
it, which proving beneficial, I learned to take 
crude Mercury, and prefer it to Belloſte's 
Pills, by reaſon of their purging Quality. 
I tried the Athiops Mineral upon this Ac- 
count, but was obliged to reject it for crude 
Mercury, which I have more conſtantly tak- 
en ſince May laſt, ſometimes half an Ounce 
Night and Morning, ſometimes an Ounce 
in the Morning only, ſometimes allowing a 
Fortnight, or a Month's Intermiſſion; but 
have continued taking it for two Months to- 

& © gether. At preſent, I take it either occaſi- 
onally, that is, at the firſt Appearance of J 
q * anAﬀhmatick Symptom, which always hap- 
” © pens after overloading my Stomach, or from 
a large Quantity of Strong Meats, or Li- 
© quors; or elſe I take two or three Doſes in 
© a Fortnight, by way of Prevention. I took 
an Ounce laſt Night, and another this Morn- 
ing, and can truly ſay, that by God's Bleſ- 
ing, a low Life, and crude Mercury, I 
have ſlee ped comfortably in my Bed every 
Night, except One or Two, for theſe two 
Years paſſed. My Fits are conſiderably di- 


GG W W A K A A AA KM K K A „ „ a 
NG Mk ¼“ů, ® SS $0 


=. 


K a „ „4 „ „ 
» — 1 4 a a 


miniſhed : I have expectorated more free] Fo. 
„ | | * and 


. 
and vaſtly leſs than I uſed to do. But what 
is moſt remarkable, and gives me the great- 
eſt Encouragement, is, that I have loſt that 
feveriſh Diſpoſition I had been afflifted 
with ſo many Years, and the uſual Periods 
of my Aſthma. I think I have now tired 
your Patience, but was willing you ſhould 
know what Trials T have made of crude 
Mercury, to prove its inoffenſive Quality 
at leaſt, if not the Efficacy of it in my Dil- 
temper. It has not perfectly cured me, and 

rhaps never may; but as long as I can 
eep my former Fears at a comfortable 
Diſtance, and check them in the very Bud 
by the Uſe of it, I have no Reaſon to diſ- 
continue, and heartily wiſh You Succeſs, in 
the Preſcription of it, and am 11 8 
| | . Sir, 
your moſt humble 
N Servant. * 
at Shenfield. | . LA orte. i 
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To Dr. Dover. | of 
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I Should be Ungrateful, not to acknow- 
0 


ledge the great Benefit I have received, 


% 

from your Advice in taking crude Mercury. 

I have been many Years troubled with Scor- 

* butick Humours, and eſpecially laſt Sum- 

mer; but the Humour was ſo Violent 2 
3 5 | . 
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* the Beginning of the Winter, upon my 
* Right Knee, that I could hardly walk, and 
an Uneaſineſs at Night in turning my ſelf in 
Bed. Immediately after my Application to 
you, about Chriſtmas laſt, I took an Ounce 
of Mercury every Morning by your Direc- 
tion and found my ſelf abundantly Better, 
after taking twelve or fourteen Ounces, and 
perfectly recovered before I had taken two 
Pounds: all the Stiffneſs, Pain, and Uneaſi- 
neſs in my Knee, was removed, and my Leg 
as Strong as ever it had been before. I was 
liable, for ſeveral Years, to a white Scurf on 
my Hands in the Spring, which perfectly 
diſappeared by continuing the Crude Mercu- 
ry. f have taken five Pounds of it, and be- 
heve it to be the beſt Remedy in obſtinate 
chronick Diſeaſes, and nothing more plea- 
* ſant and agreeable. I have not been the 
© leaſt Sick or Uneaſy, or ſo much as confin- 
ed for a Quarter of an Hour, or interrupt- 
ed from any Buſineſs,or Pleaſures, I hearti- 
ly wiſh you equal Succeſs with other Pa- 
© tients, and am, 
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3 Your moſt obliged 
Piccadilly, May humble Servant. 


10, 1733. Benj. Benſon. 


e. 8 Henry Boſſenbury, my Servant, 
© has received great Benefit from Crude Mer- 
cury, he has been afflicted with violent Pains 


— 


N 


in his Head and Eyes, for three or four 
Years paſt, Pains and Contractions in his 
Legs, a voracious Appetite, generally Fe- 
veriſh, with a violent Pain in his Back and 
Kidneys. He has taken about three Pounds 
of Quickſilver, which has thrown off abun- 
dance of Gravel and ſlimy Matter, and has 
perfectly recovered him to his Health and 
Strength. Ta KEDS * I 
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2 Dr. Dover. 


8 5 | 
H E Benefit I have received from crude 
I Mercury, and the Opinion I have of 


its Excellency in all Chronick Diſeaſes, would 
© make me unpardonable, ſhould I refuſe the 
Publication of my own Caſe, in the Work 
* I am informed you are preparing for the 
* Preſs. My IIIneſs, Sir, originally proceed- 
ed from a Cold taken by lying in damp 
* Sheets, the Conſequence of which was a 
* feveriſh Indiſpoſition. I applied my ſelf 
for Relief to Dr. Mullens of Salisbury, a 
Gentleman I greatly eſteem, and who is ge- 
< nerally ſucceſsfull in his Practice. He treat- 
ed my Fever with Salts and a cool Regi- 
men; but inſtead of yeilding to ſuch Me- 
* dicines, my Caſe became Hyſterick, with 
violent Pains in my Bowels and Stomach, 
In this Condition, I came to London, and 
put my ſelf under the Care of Dr. Mead, 


„ „„ „ „„ „„ „ „% „„ „„ „„ „ „ „„ „„ „„ „ „„ „ „ A „ K K „ „„ „ „ 


* 
— 
* - 


"-190" ) . 
and Dr. Monro, who, from the juſt Emi- 
nency they have both acquired in their Pio- 


feſſion, and my intimate Friendſhip with 


the Latter, made me flatter my ſelf wich 
Relief from my Pains. Theſe Gentlemen 
were of Opinion, that my Fever was only 
Symptomatical, and that my Diſtemper a- 
roſe from ſome Obſtructions in the ſecreto- 
ry Veſſels: which Opinion was ſince juſti- 
fied by the Event; for my feveriſh Symp- 
toms diſappeared, and my Spirits were more 
free, by the Uſe of warm Medicines but 
my Pains ſtill continued. I was attended 
by ſuch a Coſtiveneſs, or rather a total 
Stoppage, that I had no Evacuation, unleſs 
it was cauſed by the Methods uſed in ſuch 


. Caſes. I grew exceedingly emaciated, and 


could hardly walk croſs my Room without 


Difficulty. To remove which, my good 


Friend Dr. Bave thought proper to give me 
the Bark, and either that Drug, or my Diſ- 
temper, : ſoon took away the Uſe of my 
Hands. I drank the Bath Waters regular- 


ly for ten Weeks, and cannot ſay they diſ- 


agreed with me, but 1 grew Weaker. All 


my Complaint continued, with the Addition 
of a violent Pain in the Soles of my Feet, 


and Palms of my Hands, and ſuch a Numb- 


neſs, that I was hardly ſenſible of any Cir- 
culation of Blood through them. This was 


my Condition, when a Friend prevailed up- 
on. me to try Quickſilver, and I took an 
s Ounce 
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Ounce every Morning for about twelve 


Days. The Third Morning, I began to 


find my Fingers and Toes tingle, and a 
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+ ſame 


Warmth in them, which 1 had not felt for 


many Weeks, and all my Secretions were 


regularly performed. I could eat a boiled 
Chicken, and drink half a pint of Wine in 
five or ſix Days, and ſleeped well, which I 
had not done during my whole IlInefs, wich- 
out the Aſſiſtance of Opiats. My Pains 
went off,and noComplaints, except a Weak- 
neſs, remained. Notwithſtanding this Suc- 
ceſs, I ſuffered my ſelf to be perſuaded, that 


a Medicine of that ſpecific Gravity, might 


be attended with bad Conſequences ; and 
that ſince the Obſtructions were removed. 
the ordinary Methods in Phyſick would per- 
form the Reſt. I left the Uſe of Quickſilver, + 
and came to London; but found my ſelf 

daily Worſe, and all my Complaints return- 
ed. I put my ſelf again into the Hands of 
the two Phyſicians I had conſulted before, 
who, I believe, did all the Power of Phyſick 
could attempt; but my Pains returned, and 


the Secretions ſtopped again ; I could have no 
Sleep, and have been ſince informed, that 


thoſe Gentlemen declared, | they had little 
Hopes of my Recovery. After I had gone 
on thus for a Month, I reſolved once again 
to try the Effect of 2uickftlver, took the 
ſame Quantity, and it produced exactly the 

Effect. I continued taking it every 
| | Morning 
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Morning for ſeven Weeks, and have ever 

ſince enjoyed a perfect State of Health. 1 

* have. known. a remarkable Cure performed 

I by it ſince, on a Lady, whoſe ill Digeſti- 
8 on occaſioned Violent Pains in her Stomach, 

for ſeveral Years, after Meals. I have alſo 

cured a Horſe of the Glanders with it, by 

giving. him an Ounce every Morning, for 

a Month. This is the Hiſtory of my Caſe, 
and own, Sir, that I owe my Life to this 
Medicine. I know, that Phyſicians ſeem to 
Diſpute by what Quality this Mineral can 
produce ſuch Effects. I ſuppoſe theſe Effects 
may be produced from the Sulphur this Mi- 
neral contains, which, by many Experi- 
ments, I have found to be much purer than 
any of the Minerals, or moſt of the Metals. 
* And if more Trials were made, perhaps the 
Efficacy of the Medicine might be preſerv- 
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© ed, and the Objection avoided, of the Dan- 


ger of circulating ſo heavy a fluid in the 

Blood Veſſels. I am, Sir, your obliged 

. bumble Servant. 
Edward Liſle. 


For Dr. Dover, at the Jeruſalem Coffee- 
IX: hb Houſe, London. 

SIR, 2 $ . 
XS You have been ſo Generous as to be- 
4 


to the World, by any Erngl/bþ or even Eu. 
*ropean Phyſician, in which the Poor will 
l equally 


ſtow the greateſt Legacy ever given 
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equally ſhare with the Rich, I think it my. 
Duty to return you my hearty Thanks, 


C 

not only for your Book, but the good 
Health I enjoy from taking Quickſilver, 
© by the Advice of your intimate Friend. 
Lucas Selfe, Eſq; If you can have Patience 
to read the truth of my Caſe, I ſhall relate 
all I can recollect, from the 20th Year f Ü Ü 
my Age, to this preſent Time, being now, 4 
« Fifty-three. From 20 to 35 I drank very, 
« plentifully, in which laſt Year, I was ſeized 
© with a ſevere fit of the Cholick in my Sto- 
mach that, about two Years after, returned 
by Drinking too much Port-Wine and Stale- 
Beer, which continued about ſeven Years, 
except ſome intervals of eaſe. At the Age 
of Forty-two, I abſtained from all forts 
of Malt-Liquors, for even Small- beer at 
Meals would immediately deprive me of 
my Apperite, and create a violent Pain in 
« my Stomach. Then, for the ſpace of two. 
Fears, I drank nothing but weak Rum 
* 
. 
* 
C 
6 
4 


Punch, with a red-hot Iron quenched in it, 0 
which agreed with me very well. At the/ 18 
Age of Forty-four, I had a ſevere fit of the 41 | 
Gout, by being too free with Port- Wines IM 
my Legs alternately ſwelling to double their 
ordinary Size, I have had only two' or three, . . 
ſuch Fits of the Gout ſince. I had then 
left off the uſe of ſmall Punch, and drank / Wl 
nothing but Water at Meals, and a little, 1 
Cyder between Meals, which Regimen a- 0 

1 greed 


W 


e greed with me, as og as I uſed much 
© Exerciſe; but with a, ſedentary Life, my 


© Appetite was ſoon loſt, and was recovered 
again by the uſe of Holt-Waters, which in 
© about three Months Time, had no more 
effect than other fair Water. In the Winter 
1728, and the Spring following, I was ill of 
a Fever and Ague, which raged at, that 
Time; but went off, at laſt, in a ſmall fit 
of the Gout; from whence I conclude, by 
my often Vomiting in that illneſs, that 
© ſomething of that Diſtemper was in my 
-< Stomach at that Time. At the latter end 
of the Summer, 1729, the Fever and 
Ague returned (attended as I ſuppoſe with 
© the Gout at my Stomach) which continued 
© ſome Time, In October 1729, for want of 
-< Exerciſe, I was often taken with Shiverings 
and great Pains in my Stomach, which were 
removed by Vomits and Purges, but would 
© ſoon return. The latter end of November, 
I was ſeized with Heart-burnings, Wind and 
'© four;Belching, and my Mouth often filled 
© with clear Water, which Water ſoon left 
me by the uſe of an Electuary, and a few 
© Lozerges. but the Pain at my Stomach 
continued, upon which I took a Vomit, 
<< and applied a Clyſter, but had no eaſe, till 


1 


I took forty Drops at a Time of a Tincture, 


„ made with Species Diambræ, Y nale root, 
and compound ſpirit of Lavender, in a 


, which rern 


- 
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my ſelf perfectly recovered 2 


* *till 1 thought 
But in the ſpace of Twenty-four Hours my 
« Stomach was-uneaſy, my Mouth filled ck 
© Water, and my, Urine was Thick. The 
next Day my Stomach was very painful, 


which was eaſed by faking forty Drops of 


* the Tincture aforeſaid. December the 8th, 
© I began to take four Pills, compoſed of the 
Gum. Pill, Sc. Every Night and Morning, 
in a Glaſs of bitter Wine, and continued 


4 #4. 


more, and expecting that Death would 
« reſale, me in a ſhort Time, I bore my Af. 
„ fliction as well as I could. In the Month of 

e I 2 * March 


o . 
* 
6 FOR 
: 
* +. 
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ſeveral other Per 
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March 1730-1. I was adviſed by a Gentle- 
.man to take crude Mercury, the very Name 
.of which was ſo very Terrible, that moſt 
People, except one or two of Dr. Dover's 


Acquaintance, perſuaded me againſt it; nei- 
ther would Money, which was offered, 


prevail upon any one to take it before me. 


By this means I loſt a Month, during which 
Time, I ſuffered the moſt exquiſite Pain 
imaginable, from the Gout in niy Stomach ; 
till Monday the 5th of April 1731, about 
Ten at Night, in Pe. of Mr. Selfe and 

ons, I boldly ſwallowed 
two Ounces of Quickſilver, went to Bed at 
Eleven, and ſleeped heartily that Night, 
which was more than I had done for twelve 
Months before. I was eaſy the next Day, 
though my Stomach continued tender. A- 
bout Noon, which was about fourteen 
Hours after I had taken it, I found ſome 
ſmall Globules of Mercury in my Excre- 
ment. I continued taking two Ounces 


every Day tor ſix Days, and never failed of 
a Stool every Day, which before ſeldom 


happened above once in five Days. I faved 
moſt of my Urine, in the Sediment of 
which, I obſerved ſome ſrhall Globules of 


7 Mercury and am well ſatisfied it muſt paſs 
the Ureters. Thus I was caſed of my Coy 


+ / © Pains in the Stomach by the uſe of Pyith- 


© filver, and by taking now and then four or 


+ five Doſes, my Stomach grew ſtronger, 


and 
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before, and am in a perfect State of Health 


* 


and my Conſtitution amended, to the Ad- 
miration of my Friends. Abundance of 
Queſtions were continually aſked me, and 
People entertained different Notions of it, 
ſome ſaying it was Poiſon, others that I 
could not live fix Months, and ſome twelve. 
In this ludicrous Manner I was treated, 
however, I thank God, I have lived in the 
Enjoyment of better Health above two 
Years, than I had done for eighteen Years 


at preſent ; not but I have had ſome ſmall 
Pains in my Stomach fince I firſt took 
Mercury, which were ſoon removed, by ta- 
king an Ounce or two of Myn/icht's Elixir 
of Vitriodl in a Glaſs. of Water. I never 
perceived any ill Effect from Mercury, unleſs 
a ſalutary Spitting may be. fo term' d, 


. * 92 % . 


which I muſt deny, ſince I found my ſelf 
much better after it. And this never hap- 
Pome but once in very cold Weather, when 
believe, it was hindered from paſting by 
Perſpiration, and by that means was thrown 
back from its natural motion. However, 
a gentle doſe of Phyſick ſoon put a ſtop to WR 
it, and I had an excellent Appetite to mex 
Victuals immediately aſterwards. Thus, 
Sir, have I related all I could recolle& - 
in my Caſe, and if you will have a little 
more Patience, will give an Account of the 
good Effects 'of this noble Medicine, upon 
other Perſons. Since it has pleaſed God to 
Pe” 1 ” _ © beſtow 
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, beſtow this great Bleſſing upon me, I thought 
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it my Duty to communicate it to my fellow 
Creatures, and gave ocular Demonſtration 


to many of them, that there was no Diffi- 


culty or Danger in taking it ; I have 
leave to mention the Names of the 'follow- 
ing Perſons with their Diſeaſes. Titus Rake 
of Bradford, Tallow-Chandler was' cured of 


the Gout in his Stomach and Limbs. Mr. 
James Fellows, of the ſame Place, Bailiff 10 


bis Grace the Duke of King ſton, was cured 


of the Gravel, although he could not Stoop, 
by taking only eight Ounces of Quictſilver, 


and has not been troubled with the Diſtem- 
per ſince. The Reverend Mr. Dryer, and 
the Wife of Robert Townſend of the ſame 
Place, found great benefit in the ſame Diſ- 
order. John Hanny a Tyler, of this Town, 
was ſo ill of the Cholick for many Years, 
that he walked ſtooping, and recovered af- 
ter taking a few Doſes of it; as did the 
Wife of Mr. Edmund Heall, Cloth-worker. 
Mr. Matthew Smith, Clothier, found imme- 
diate eaſe in the ſame Diſorder, by the two 
firſt Ounces. Edward Briſcoe l of Freſbord, 
Inn-keeper, has found ſo much Benefit by 


it in the ſame Diſorder, that he declares he 


would by no means be debarred the Uſe of it. 
Mr. Robert Townſend, maſter of the Work- 
Houſe in this Town, was ſoon cured of a 


violent Pain in his fide. And one Anthony 
Tbreſber, of Lford-Mill near Bradford, hav- 


ing 


= 
* 
2 
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Bradford, May the Humble Servant, | * 


Pain in his Stomach, and Reachings for 


the Method of taking it, he teak it, and 


of Service to many Perſons of Diſtinction 
ſoon ſpread all over the Kingdom, and, I 


a few Years. I hope, Sir, you will Pardon 
this trouble, from a Perſon you never faw, 


CW}. | 
ing been afflicted with the Cramp and 


ſeven Years paſt, took three Ounces and 
balf of crude Mercury at twice, and has 
been perfectly well ever ſince. Mr. John 
Orpin, Apothecary at Bath, laboured un- 
der an Hy pochondriacal Diſorder with 
lowneſs of Spirits; when 1 had told him 


was perfectly cured in a ſhert Time, 
which he lately declared to a numerous 
Company, and has been ſo honeſt, as to 


give this Medicine to ſeveral of his Patients, 


and to recommend it to others, which was 
in the following Seaſons at Bath, whence it 


doubt not, will be generally approved of in 


and for my own and my Countries ſake ſin- 
cerely wiſh you good Health, and Jong 
Lite, and beg leave to ſubſcribe my ſelf, 
Sir, | eie 

Your great Admirer 


I 
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Meſt Obliged and miſt ö 28. 
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To the Aunnos of the Uſe pat Abuje 
e of ax. 


ska, 


T is very natural to imagine, chat a 
Perſon who profeſſes ſo much zeal for 
tne Intereſt of his fellow Creatures, would 
not have concealed his Name; but you chofe 
this, ſuſpecting that your Integrity might 
| . qucſtioned, for daily adminiſtring a Me- 
icine, which you affirm at the ſame Time, 
will fap the F een of Lie, and may 
be ranked among Poiſons. 
Lou ſcem ſurpriſed chat the Author of the 
Antient Phyſician's Legacy, ſhould preſcribe 
it in ſuch a variety of Diſeaſes; but you 
ought to have acquainted the Publick, that 
this Recommendation of crude Mercury, 
is ſapported by undeniable Facts, and a long 
ſeries of Experience. 
Lou ſeem to regret very moch, that pro- 
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Mercury in the laſt Century, when it was 
almoſt as faſhionable in England, as it is 
at preſent; for you are thoroughly convinc- 
ed, that the numerous inſtances of Perſons 
« prejudiced by it at that time, would have 
* deterred wary people from the Uſe of it now. 
When you aſſert a os ſo poſitively, it 
s neceſſary you wand info 
V Time 


* 
y 
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per Obſervations were not made upon taking 


rm us, at what 


© Time this Medicine ſo univerſally prevail- 
ed. I can recollect ſome Inſtances in the 
© laſt Century, when is was given with very 
good Succeſs, Sir. Nicholas Butler, an eminent 

«. Phyſician in the Reign of 21 James the 2d. 
preſcribed it to Mrs. Cope of Auſtin Friers, 
and was abſolutely cured ot a Lunacy by the 
U Uſe of it. He likewiſe gave it to one Mi/s 
Fuller, who eat all manner of Fraſh, by 
* which Practice ſhe was brought. to a lan- 
4 8 Condition; but was happily cured 
by the Uſe of this Medicine. In the begin- 
ning of King William's Reign, I gave it two C 
Ladies at Briſtol,” in very deſperate Hyſte- 
rical Caſes, and both ſucceeded under my 
Care. If theſe are all the ill conſequences + 
of this flow Poiſon, . the Ladies at leaſt 
have no reaſon to fear it. I have taken it 

my ſelf, upwards of forty-ſix Years, - have 

< travelled in all Climates, and am now ſe- 

« venty Years of Age and more, and yet, 

< hank God, I enjoy a oF fect Stateof Health. 

Lou ſeem ſurprized that I have not explain- 
ed the Manner of this wonderful Fluid's . 
Operation in Human Bodies; Give me leave 

to tell you, Sir, that the World: will judge 
better of me, for owning my Ignorance, 
than if I had led them, as you have done; 

into a Labyrinth of. unintelligible words. 
Tou promiſe great matters at firſt, to ſhew - "i 
us the nature of Mercury,” and the manner 
of its Operation, and then to produce ſe- I 
10 8 vera! ü 


. 
£ 
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©. vera] inſtances of its pernicious Efftects. 
But Il leave it to the determination of every 
© Perſon, whether you have not failed in your 
Promiſe; you ſay this Mineral has puzzled 
the Chymiſts, and from thence it may be 
© reaſonably concluded, you know as little. 
© You are not contented with venting your 
* Spleen againſt this Innocent and uſeful Me- 
dicine; but you endeavour to baniſh Inocu- 
< lation out of the Kingdom, which I dare af- 
© firm, even after the modern Method of Prac- 
* tice, will ſave more than twenty out or an 
© hundred that die of the Small-Pox the na- 
* tural Way; you endeavour alſo to deter Peo- 
ple from cold Bathing, for fear it ſhould in- 
flame the Lungs, whereas I have preſcribed it 
in Conſumptions, and found different effects. 
_ © Notwithſtanding you are ſo arch upon 
me, I am perſuaded that you have been 
much the beſt Friend to Nurſes and Grave- 
Diggers, and Challenge you to prove that 
© I have loſt three Patients, either in acute or 
* chronick Caſes, where I was firſt called, 
(though I have been eighteen Months in 
© Town) and even without the help of Bli- 
© ſters. On the contrary, I can prove that 
© ſeveral have recovered under my Hands, 


. * which have been thought - incurable, by 
_ © more than one of the Faculty. | 

What follows is one of his wiſe Remarks 
upon a Part of my Treatiſe. After the 
Author, ſays he, has deſcribec a Conſump- 
1 8 tion 


® 


A 


c 


* a Month together, in the Stone. To con- 
* vince you that this, Preſcription is not. 


tion and Phthiſick, in which he ſays the 
Patient complains of a ſoreneſs in his Breaſt, 
difficulty of Breathing, loſs. of Appetite, ' 


cludes thus : I have lately experienced that - WA 


this, obſerve well, that you take it for 


Aſthma. In ſhort, you have taken Abun- 


to ſupport what you aſſert, you ſay, the 
N practiſing Phyſicians, Who are a 


I owe great Deference to the learned Fa- 
culty, but hope you don't include yourſelf, - 
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Fou think to make me appear Ridicu- 
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a violent heat and dryneſs in his Hands, 

with frequent and ſudden fluſhings in his 
Face; and (obſerve well) after he has given | 
a. Receipt to cure this Diſtemper, he,.con- - 


Quickſilver is the moſt beneficial Thing in / 14 
the World for the Lungs, taking one 4 
Ounce every Morning. I preſume by v1 


granted, the Lungs are not affected in an 


dance of + Pains in this Laborious Trea- 
Lite, to prove what every Body grants, that 
Mercury cannot be good in all Cafes z and 


let of learned and judicious Men, unani- 
mouſly agree that Mercury hardly, produces 
any viſible. Advantage, but in, Aſthmas. 


becauſe, notwithſtanding your elahorate Trea 
tiſe on the Uſe and Abuſe of. Mercury you 
have no Manner of pretenſion to chat Title. 


lous, when you affirm, that I preſcribe an 
Ounce of Quick ſilver every Morning, for 


© founded. i | 


[ 


I wat 


*-cedunt, quam ſalutem hominibus negando. 
TIE 9. 59 ©6193 l — — — 


e 
founded upon Conjecture, I ſhall produce 


2 


x you both the Facts and the Names, which, 


as a very great Man has obſerved, is that 
ſort of Evidence that will not yield to the 


moſt perſuaſive Eloquence, or bend to the 


* higheſt Authority. 


In anſwer to one of your Queſtions, 


< whether Inſtances can be produced of 2yick- 
Silver paſſing by Urine, I ſhall give you 
full Satisfaction, by referring you to the 
following Perſons. Richard 

little James: ſtreet, Bedford-Row ; Ezekiel 
* -Walli, Eſq; at Luckenbam; and Mr. A, 


Freeman of 


ſenton, of Bradford in Wiltſhire. 1 make 


Ins doubt, if proper Glaſſes were uſed, but 
« * Quick/ifver might be ſeen in the Urine of 
* almoſt every Perſon that takes it, in greater 
or leſſer Quantity. As it is an excellent 
Medicine in the Gravel, it muſt neceſſarily 
enter the Kidneys, and be conveyed by the 
-Ureters from thence into the Bladder. 
< Notwithſtanding you pretend to ſo much 
real for the publick Good, your Artifice 


* 


may be eaſily perceived; and you have ra- 


ther proved yourſelf an Enemy to Mankind, 
by decrying a Medicine which has per- 
formed ſuch wonderful Cures. And if from 
your firſt, we may judge of your future 
Performances, I think I ſhall ſhew you to 


the World, by inverting my own Motto, 


« -Homines ad Demona nulla in re propius ac- 


Crude 


** the. a a. * 4 
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I ſhall publiſh ſeveral Fats, and then 


998 


in beginning Plicatutres, of the Inteſtines, 


of a very Learned and honeſt Phyſician, 
who has contributed very much towards the 


e and Abuſe q Mercury: But why will 


WL. 7 : 
Crude Mercury will be very ſerviceable 


and in Foulneſſes, hard Concretions, or 
Obſtructions at the Mouths of the Lacteals; 
but evidently ſo in Aſthmatick Caſes, be- 
yond any other Medicine, by its Weight 
forcing open the obſtructed Mouths of, 
the Lacteals, and its ſteams thereby enter- , 
ing the Habit, attenuate the Viſcid Juices | 
of the Lungs, and promote Expectoration. 
And, I think others, more appropriated. ü 
and ſpecifick Medicines failing, this from, \ Wh 
Its alery ought to be tried in all Caſes of the, 4\ 
Alimentary Tube”. Theſe are the Words 
9 


Health and Benefit of Mankind. You ſee, 9 
he is of Opinion, that crude Mercury is an ü 
admirable Medicine in Nervous Hort, ; 1 
though our moſt learned Gentlemen of the 
Faculty aver to the Contrary. Vide Cheynes 
Engliſh Malady, page 133. 


turn you over to the Author of the Antidote | 
for another Pill, when you think proper 
to favour us with a ſecond Edition of your 


not theſe Friends to Mankind publiſh ne 
Secrets of their own, particularly in the 
cure of Fevers, and tell us at the ſame, 
Time, when we may hope the Grand , 
+ Myſtery of cooling a Perſon will be dif 
covered ? 


x 
$ 
I 4 
1 
i 
| 
: 
N 
} 


(206) 
© covered 2 The Gentlemen of the Faculty 


© have undoubtedly read the Inſtitutes of 
« ' Riverius and Sennertus, whoſe firſt Axiom in 


the Therapeutick Part of Phyſick may be 


thus Tranſlated: Whatever is cured, is cured 


* by Contrarics. Thus all living Creatures, 


5. when they are too Hot, remove to a cooler 


Regimen by inſtinct, and vice verſa 3 and 
it would be the ſame if Mankind would 


follow nature's Directions. 


* Vulgar Errors are as throughly rooted, 
as the moſt inveterate Diſeaſe, and Reaſbn 
and Phyſick are frequently baffled by both. 


How was the Uſe of the Bark, one of the 
peſt Remedies in the Materia Medica, for- 


* merly exploded ? What Apprehenſions of 


* ns ill Conſequences, and ſtrange miſ-con- . 
ſtructions of its Effect? Neither merit in 
Man nor exeellency in Medicine can be 

© fate from ſuch Mit. conception. The wiſe | 
= © and honeft Part of Mankind, naturally en- 

gage in Defence of both, and there are few 
noble Remedies diſcovered, either by Art 
1 2 or Chance, and brought into Practice by . 
© the Judicious Part of N Faculty, which 


1 not been | generouſly; ſupported byà 


eaſon and Argument, at the Time the 
Torrent of Popular Clamour was againſt . 
them. The Cauſe of both is the ſame, 
b 20 the Party formed againſt both the ſame. 


1 there- 
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likewiſe... The great Payſician falls into a 
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therefore, ſuch exert all the Malice, and en- 

ir to blaſt what they cannot Copy. 
1 only wiſh they would inform the World 
.of — ſucceſs, by that inhuman way of 
Vomiting and Bliſtering, beſides their 
heating Boluſſes and-hotrer-Cordials, pret 
ſeribed to be taking every fecond Hour, 
with Sack-whey and ſoirits of Harſhorn. 
Let them publiſh ſomething of this ſort 
agreeable to the reaſon of Mankind. We 
are taken to be Guardians of Health and 
Life by many honeſt Gentlemen; but how 
far muſt chey be Diſappointed, when it is 
in the Power of Apothecaries to recommend - 
Phyſicians, , who always prefer thoſe who 
preſcribe moſt for their Intereſt. 

« After all that has been ſaid of this noble 
Remedy, I cannot recommend ſo general 


a Uſe of it, which often brings it de Aig 
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credit; and though it does any, Fhings, ' 
it will not do all. If ait would not be 
thought that I ſpeak) with a view to my 
own Intereſt, I ſhould direct the Patient, 
Abe to conſult a Phyſician, who under. 
ſtands the nature of Mercur q, before he. 
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SOME. 


Upon the late Controverſy concerning 
the Uſe of Mercury. 


HSO UA the Uſe of crude 

Mercury has been ſo ſtrongly re- 
commended to the World, by 
the Author of the Legacy and 
M. Belloſte, that Practice has 
met with the common Fate of others, and has 


been ſeverely cenſured by ſome learned Gentle- 


men of the Faculty. Both theſe Authors ſeem 


to have acted very candidly, and have only re- 


lated ſome Hiſtorical facts of Cures performed 
by this Remedy, from a long ſeries of Practice 
and obſervation; the latter has, Indeed, added 
{ome Philoſophical reaſonings of his own, con- 


cerning the manner of its Operation, which 
g — i 


niable Facts, and confirmed by men of Car- 


ferent Reception. But this, as I ſaid before, 


; CST, 
he very modeſtly ofſers to the  Publick, It 
was to be expected, that a Medicine intro- 
duced in ſuch a manner, ſupported by unde- 


dour and veracity; ſhould have met with a dif- 


is ſo common, that we have a late Inſtance of 
it, with reſpect to the Uſe of the Bark in the 
Cure of Mortifications. It was uſhered into the 
World in the ſame Manner, attended with 
undeniable proofs of its excellency in ſuch 
Caſes, yet was fo far rejected by the Gentle- 
men of the Faculty, that they abſolutely re- 
fuſed to preſcribe.it. Vide Douglaſs upon the 
uſe of the Bark in Mortifications. _ wala 

But Mankind will be farther ſatisfied of the 
Uſe of crude Mercury. in many Diſeaſes, by 
reading thoſe letters the ſubſtance of which are 
in this preſent Edition, and well atteſted. by 
Perſons of Honour and R N 3 

I can't perceive, that thoſe who have op- 
poſed this Remedy, have brought it into the 
leaſt diſeſteem ; and a certain Phyſician who 
has been ſo free as to treat Mr. Belloſte like a 
Quack, and turns his Philoſophy into Ridicule 
is indebted to him for the Invention oha Pill, 
which he ſays, is far preferable to>the others. 
How much more preferable it may be, will 
better appear, when he gives us an equal. 
number of Inſtances of the Cures he has per- 
formed with his own. But although he bas ſd 
ſeverely cenſured the French. Author, I cans 

1301 not. 
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not .perceive that he has been able to coptra- 


dict the truth of what he relates, which is 


the chief point in queſtion, and not whether 
his Inſtances are Philoſophically or Unphilo- 
ſophically accounted for. It is inſignificant, 
whether he has given a Mechanical ſolution 
of the Operation of Mercury or not, provid- 


ed the Remedy has performed thoſe Cures he 


has related. This is the chief thing to be re- 
garded ; a Hiſtory of Facts is more ſervicea- 
ble in behalf of a Medicine, than the moſt 
Philoſophical Diſcourſe, and it is one Thing 


to account for the Cauſe of Diſeaſes, and the 
Operation of Medicines, and another to un- 
derſtand the nature of Diſtempers, and how - 


to relieve them. | 
This Controverſy was originally begun in 


favour of the Apothecaries, whoſe buſineſs 
mult decline it this remedy - prevailed 3 and 


they ſeem to have employed a Perſon on pur- 
poſe to explode the whole performance of its 
firſt Promoter: But the quatities of Qyick/i/- 
ver are too well known to want an Encomi- 
um. Thoſe, .who reckon it a Poiſon, have 
never reflected upon its Properties, or duly 
weighed the nature of Poiſons, whoſe Parti- 


cles abſolutely differ in figure from thoſe of 


this Mineral, the one being acute and incid- 
ing, the other ſmooth and globular. Hence 
its property of blunting acids evidently fol- 
lows; for when it happens to come in conteſt 
with ſuch Particles, it breaks and * 
406 | TNOIC 


thoſe Syicula d hich are 0 iſhed) to the 
Body, and by that means forces it from all 


that is Sharp and Acrimonious. But its moſt 
powerful influences proceed from that Eſſenti- 


al Property in common to all Minerals and 


Metals, which more readily conveys it: into 
the minuteſt Channels. By Eſſential Proper 


ty I mean that abſolute gravity in common to 
them all, and whoſe ditference conſiſts only 
in the Compactneſs of their component Parts, 


from whence one is ſaid to be Specifically 


heavier or lightier than another. As all A. 


nerals and Metals have this Property of gra- 
vitation, from the laws of Nature, it follow] 
that when they are mixed with the Blood, the 
quantity of its motion will be increaſed in 


Proportion to the Specifick gravity of the Mi- 


neral. From this ſingle Property it will not 

be difficult to explam the wonderful Effects 
of crude Marcury in Animal CEconomy, and 
the changes boch Fluids and Solids muſt un- 
dergo by the force of its percuſſions, and it is 
to this power chiefly that the Learned Dr. 
Freind in his Emmenologia atttibutes the deobs 
ſtroction of the Uterine Veſtels: The Effect 
of heavy Bodies upon the Fluids being theres 
fore proportionate to their Gravities, that of 
Mercury will be more Efficacious than any 


other lighter than it ſelf. It is true indeed} 
that ſome Chymical Preparations'of this Mine- 


ral will ſoon raiſe a Salivation, which proceeds 


only from its Combination with the Salts of 


the 
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the Menſtruum in which it has been diſſolved, 
| Whoſe operation is aſſiſted by the gravity of 
the Mercury. . „„ 
Thus you ſee the action of this Mineral con- 


ſiſts only in the gravity of its Particles, when 
unaſſiſted by  Chymica] Management, and 


that even then it is the principal Cauſe of the 
Effect produced. But in what form ſoever it 
is admitted into the Maſs of Blood, it will 


certainly divide its Coheſions, and make it 


more fit for Secretion : For it is impoſſible, it 
ſhould be mixed with the Blood, as it in- 


creaſes its Motion, without producing, Effects 


anſwerable to that increaſe, which according 


to the learned Dr. Cheyne in his Theory of Fe. 


vers, is ſo very canfiderable, that he computes 


more may be done toward the deobſtruction of 
the Veſkls-in one day by the. Afliſtance of. 
Mercury, than by the Blood it felt, without 


that Aſſiſtance, in the ſpace of three Years. 
If its Power be ſo extenſive, as this computa- 
tion allows, what wonderfull alterations muſt 
ſuccceed its admiſſion into the maſs of Blood, 
and what Encouragement is not given to its 
uſe, in all Diſeaſes, where the Viſcid ſtate of 
the Fluids diſpoſes the Veſſels to Obſtruction. 
As the Doctor had found fault, that Mr. 
Belloſte's Rea ſonings were neither Mechanical 
or Philoſophical, I have given this ſhort 
Account of its Properties and Operation, in 
a Manner more agreeable to the modern 
r 18816 „ hie- 
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I Philoſophy, and wiſh it may prove accep- 
+ | cable. _ Bur if theſe Gentlemen have not 
Authority ſufficient to make ſo valuable a 
Remedy well received, there- are ſome others 
7 of undoubted Capacity, Learning and Repu- 
*. | cation, who having eſpouſed its Cauſe. Pr. 
Freind in his Emmenologia has given the fol- 
lowing Character of Athiops Minerals, which 
1 is only crude Mercury prepared with Sulphur, 
that he has found the continual Ule of it, 


C not only ſafe, but always effectual; and yer 
| this Preparation is generally poſtponed to 
n other Preparations of Mercury, upon its 
being more eaſily prepared than the reſt. 
S | <© Thus the Operation of Quictſilver holds 
” «* Univerſally the fame, which, however 
© « conſtant ir may be, does not in the leaſt 
K. © hinder its being endowed with other Pro- 
+ |} Perties; for it not only opens obſtructed 
; * Veſſels, but alſo as often blunts the points 
. * of Acids. 
1 Was Mercury endowed only with theſe 
| Properties mentioned by that learned Gentle- 
* man, they would be ſufficient ro recommend 


f the Uſe of it to Mankind, and it is as cer- 
tain, that in ſuch reſpects, it is the moſt effica- 
cious Medicine in Phyſick ; but for other ex- 
traordinary and ſuprizing Effects of this Mi- 
neral, 1 refer the Reader to the former Part 
of this Book, where he finds the Blind re- 
ſtored to Sight, and the Lame ſoon 8 nr 
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Stand and Walk, by the ſole Aſſiſtance of 
this Medicine. hes 


It is diſputed, but I think without Reaſon, 
whether Mercury. enters the Lafeals or not. 
There is no Body, who conſiders its Diviſi- 
bility and aptitude of fubliming by a gentle 
Heat, who can in the leaſt doubt its being 
capable of entring thoſe Veſicls, and of do- 
ing infinite Service when admitted. 
If Mr. Belloſte's method of Reaſoning is not 
fo very exact, his Facts ought to be ſuppoſed 
true, till the contrary, is proved, and J don't 
find that his Character affords, any room to 
ſuſpect them. His way of accounting for 
the Operations of Mercury agree in general 
wich thoſe of two eminent Philoſophers, Dr. 


Freind and Dr. Cheyne. But the Credit of 


the Medicine does not depend upon this, daily 


Experience convinces us of its efficacy in . 
moſt Diſeaſes: Tho' I muſt needs confeſs, 


chat taken alone in large Quantities, its gra- 
vit y Precipitates it too ſoon; but when mixed 
i 50 a, proper Memſtruum which gradually 
Diſſolves, it enters the Lacteals, and inſinuates 


its ſelf in the moſt minute Veſſels, and then 


performs thoſe wonderful Offices of removing 


Obſtructions, of throwing off what is Vicious, 
and rendering the Juices fit for Circulation. 


Its ſpecificæ Gravity renders it the moſt 


: 


powerful Deobſtruent, and its Diviſibilit 


makes it capable of entering the minute 
4 14428 5 Veoeſſels, 
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Veſſels, and though divided ad inf nitum, it ſtill 


retains its Sphericity. 


Its Parts are perfectiy 
ſmooth, poliſhed and 


globular, whence it 


more eaſily Rolls with the Blood in Circula- 


tion, and produces thoſe Alterations which 


preſerve the Animal Economy. This French 


Surgeon, who was a Man of Eminence in 
his Profeſſion ingenuouſly Confeſſes that he 
firſt received his Hints of, the extraordinary 
Uſe of this Medicine by chance, theſe are his 
own Words Tranſlated, I am ready to Ac- 
knowledge, that my firſt entrance upon the 
Uſe of this Remedy, was not from the reſult 


of Re aſoning 3 however, the ſucceſs I met with 


from its firſt Adminiſtration: emboldned me 
to adhere to it, and future Buſineſs gave me an 
Opportunity of trying its Effects in ſeveral 
Chronical and inveterate Diſcaſes, which, 


though deemed incurable, entirely ſubwirted 
to the powerful influence of Mercury. | 

My Deſign being only to make-a fowl 
Remarks upon the preſent Controverſy, 


relating to the Uſe of this Medicine, and to 
juſtify the Original Promoters of this Practice 


from the Aſperſions umjuſtly thrown upon 


them, I think enough has been ſaid to con- 
firm their honeſt Intentions for the publick 
Good; and don't in the lcaſt doubt, but fu- 
ture Inſtances will appear to corroborate a 
Cauſe ſo heartily Undertaken. At preſent 
Mankind ſeems to be divided by the Miſ- 
repreſentation 
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( 2216) 
repreſentation of ſome Writers, who admire 
nothing but the Product of their own Inven- 
tions ; but I hope a ſteady Application, and 
Diligent enquiry into matters of Fact, will 
at length prevail over thoſe, who ſeem 
rather to Act from a principle of Intereſt, 

than a ſincere Love to their fellow Creatures. 
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